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FOREWORD 


The idea of writing a book on Armenian coin valuation origi- 
nated in 1980. An attempt was made in 1985 to start the book; in 
1989 the project was resumed. 

Why write a book on the valuation of Armenian coins? Discus- 
sions during the past few decades with fellow collectors and deal- 
ers led the author to the conclusion that the publication of such a 
volume would close a wide gap in the field of Armenian numis- 
matics. 

There are several purposes behind the publication of Armenian 
Coins and Their Values: 


1. To provide a guide for collectors and dealers regarding the 
market valuation of Armenian coins; i.e., the current cost to 
purchase a specific coin. The chapter on rarity and valua- 
tion gives an extensive discussion about how valuation was 
reached. 

2. To catalogue all unpublished types of Armenian coins 
within one volume. 

3. To give the novice, seasoned collector, or dealer of Arme- 
nian coins a quick reference for identifying and attributing 
their coins. 

4. To enable the collector to distinguish counterfeits from gen- 
uine coins. 

5. To provide beginners with sufficient knowledge so that they 
can grade coins properly. 

6. Last but not least, to introduce Armenian numismatics to 
new collectors and instill among them the love of collecting 
and studying Armenian coins. 


Having in mind the expansion of Armenian coin collecting as 
a hobby, many varieties and oddities of coins are catalogued. 
Some of the oddities known to the author are listed here so that 
they may be actively collected and studied. These oddities may be 
unique but not exhaustive. Other peculiarities undoubtedly exist, 
and they may provide great joy to a collector, i.e., a takvorin of 


8 Armenian Coins and Their Values 


King Oshin wherein the word 2U1U& (city) the letter 1 is en- 
graved backward, etc. 

In reviewing books on general Armenian numismatics, one 
invariably will come across the names of satraps Tiribazus (387- 
380 B.C.) and Orontas (362-345 B.C.). The coins of both of these 
satraps of western and eastern Armenia were issued in Asia Mi- 
nor, outside of Armenian territory. The Orontids were the first 
Armenian kingdom ruling Sophene from 260-70 B.C., Tigranes 
the Great (an Artaxiad) joined all Armenian lands into one na- 
tion and one government. The Armenian Arsacids followed the 
Artaxiads. Armenian Arsacids (53-428 A.D.) and Bagratids (885- 
1045 A.D.) did not issue Armenian national coinage. With the 
downfall of Bagratid kingdom, and the rise of Roupenian dynasty 
in Cilicia, for the first time we see national coinage inscribed in 
Armenian characters and issued in gold, silver, and copper.! 
From 1375 until 1918, the Armenians did not have their own na- 
tional government. The valuation of bank notes and coins, issued 
by the Republic of Armenia and Socialist Soviet Republic of Ar- 
menia, is beyond the scope of this book. 

The intention of ACTV is to cover all known Armenian coins. 
Undoubtedly, some have been missed, and also new examples will 
be discovered because of excavations. The author is anxious to 
learn about unpublished coins, and collectors possessing such 
unique specimens are encouraged to correspond with the Arme- 
nian Numismatic Society. 

For convenience, the chapters on “Values of Armenian Coins” 
and “Key to Plates” are located at the end of the book, close to the 
plates. This arrangement offers a quick means to identify a coin 
by its ruler and denomination. The prices of the coins are given 
in United States dollars for the illustrated specimen, in Very Fine 
(VF) and Fine (F) state of preservation. 

The “Appendix” includes papers which should be informative 
for those who have interest in counterfeit detection, coin grading, 
and quickly evaluating the rarity of coins in their collections. 


AUTHOR 


1 Kiurke II Curopalatus (1043-1100) is credited with striking the earliest coin 
inscribed in Armenian. This copper coin was minted in very limited quantity in 
Lori, Greater Armenia. 
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COLLECTING ARMENIAN COINS 


How does a beginner start collecting Armenian coins? The tra- 
ditional way is to find one or more reputable dealers and start ac- 
quiring coins from a particular series or dynasty. Knowledge is 
power. The best approach a beginner can take is to borrow nu- 
mismatic books from libraries or purchase them for handy refer- 
ence. 

To start with, a beginner should acquire the most common coins 
in his field of interest, start researching the literature, learning 
about their technical aspects, and gradually expand a collection 
depending upon finances and the availability of coins. 

Unless financial consideration is a factor, this author recom- 
mends that collectors avoid coins in poor condition and acquire 
the finest examples available, preferably staying with the four 
highest grades (FDC, EF, VF, F), the higher the better. Of course, 
scarce and rare coins in lesser condition should be treated as ex- 
ceptions. 

Coins are considered as witnesses to history. In reality, they re- 
flect history. A tetradrachm of Tigranes II (95-56 B.C.) reveals that 
Tigranes the Great was once a powerful king with the title of 
“King of Kings,” and that he ruled many lands and issued one of 
the finest coins struck in Asia Minor. A coronation tram of King 
Levon I (1198-1219) without hesitation announces to the world the 
coronation of the first Armenian king in a new Armenia, Cilicia. 
A gold piece of King Gosdantin I (1298-1299) states that he is the 
king, in the fortress of Sis. 

If one enjoys the history of Near and Middle Eastern civiliza- 
tions, collecting coins can be a gratifying experience. A two thou- 
sand five hundred year old history of social, political, and eco- 
nomic changes are recorded permanently on ancient and me- 
dieval miniature metallic art. The excitement of building a col- 
lection over a period of years, then studying Armenian history, 
makes numismatics a rewarding hobby. Collecting and studying 
will occupy the entire spare time of a numismatist who will not 
have a dull moment in his life. 
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RARITY AND VALUATION 


Rarity is defined in the dictionary as the quality or condition of 
being uncommon, not frequently found, scarce, unusual, and (the 
writer would add) very limited supply. Being a rare coin in itself 
is not guarantee of a high valuation for a coin. Rarity, quality, 
and value must not be confused with each other. The coin must be 
in demand by collectors and its valuation must be enhanced by its 
eye appeal. 

The tetradrachms of Tigranes II (Plates 3-4, Nos. 30-37) are 
common coins compared to the baronial coins of Cilician Arme- 
nia (Plate 18, Nos. 245-252). The baronial coppers, except for the 
coins of Baron Levon II, are rare pieces. Yet, on the market place, 
they realize only a fraction of a tetradrachm of Tigranes the 
Great which commands a few to several thousand dollars depend- 
ing on its condition and design details. Roupenian baronial cop- 
pers have very simple designs, practically no eye appeal, very 
poor states of preservation, and are rarely coveted by collectors 
who prefer quality and eye appeal. On the other hand, a te- 
tradrachm is struck in silver, and portrays the bust of Tigranes 
with an imposing and profusely ornamented Armenian tiara; the 
reverse is very sophisticated which by its distinct design and in- 
scription proclaims to the world that Antioch was included within 
the empire that King Tigranes established. 

One must also consider the discovery of hoards. An attractive 
coin in limited supply is valued highly; the discovery of a hoard 
of the same type of coin, however, would increase the supply. The 
coronation trams of King Levon I, both single lion and double 
lion type designs, are favorites with collectors (Plate 19, Nos. 257- 
267). The discovery of a large hoard of two lion coronation trams 
of King Levon I about twenty years ago increased the supply dra- 
matically.! Collectors absorbed this supply. However, the ratio of 
two lion to single lion? coronation pieces increased nearly 5 times 


1p, Z. Bedoukian, “A Large Hoard of Coronation Trams of Levon I,” Handes 
Amsorya, Vol. XC (1976), pp. 409-440; also in SNS pp. 302-317. 

2p. Z. Bedoukian, “The Single Lion Coronation Coins of Levon I,” Journal of the 
Society for Armenian Studies, Vol. II (1985-1986), pp. 97-105. 
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(113:18 to 1,200+:45). Consequently, a two lion coronation tram is 
valued much less today than it was prior to the discovery of this 
large hoard. 

The discovery of two tetradrachms of Artavasdes II (Plate 45, 
Nos. 4a and 4b),® increased the number of known specimens to 
three, but the price was extremely high because of its charismatic 
beauty and eye appeal. During the next few decades six digit 
figures for this type of coin would not be out of range, assuming 
other examples are not discovered. 

A collector needs to keep in mind that pricing an ancient or 
medieval coin (similar to grading) is a subjective matter. Prices 
vary from one ancient coin dealer to another for various reasons. 
What may be a valuable commodity to one may be a precious at- 
tractive witness to history for someone else. Furthermore, unpub- 
lished information available to one dealer might be kept private. 
For example, a copper coin of Artavasdes II with a tree on the re- 
verse (Plate 10, No. 132),4 according to Bedoukian, was a unique 
specimen in 1978. If a dealer possesses several of these coppers 
found in a new hoard, he might try to sell them at a reasonable 
price (i.e., $250). Another dealer who has seen only one specimen 
might be more than eager to purchase one and will try to sell with 
some mark-up (i.e., $300). A collector will be extremely pleased 
with the “bargain” he found since he is assuming that now he is 
the proud owner of the second specimen in the world! There is a 
question here that a serious collector must consider, is it better to 
lose a coin for some extra dollars or pay a little more and not pass 
on a coin? Is he a dedicated collector or a businessman? Coin col- 
lecting is a hobby and collectors purchase them to complete their 
collections. 

In conclusion, for a coin to be considered rare and valuable, it 
must have very low mintage or survival, and be extremely popu- 
lar with the collectors. 

Armenian coins do not exist in large numbers. Except for some 
common coins, most of them are scarce or rare. Considering coin 
scarcity, quantity, and in most cases the mediocre workmanship, 
one would be more than content to find a specimen in 
“presentable” condition from each type. In this book a deliberate 
effort has been made to chose the silver coins at VF condition and 
copper coins, at F grade. Since this is almost an impossibility, the 
actual grade of the available coin is indicated and its commensu- 
rate valuation noted. Also, this writer is convinced that the indi- 


3 NFA XXII, No. 337; Sotheby’s (New York, 1990), No. 64. 
4P. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 70, No. 135, pl. 6. 
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cated grade and valuation of an illustrated (or referenced) coin is 
more realistic as a price guide. A coin may be graded VF or EF; 
however, lack of eye appeal or some other minor defect may im- 
pact its sale price drastically. 

In order to have a standard for comparison and for the benefit of 
the average collector, in the table “Values of Armenian Coins,” 
the values include the illustrated specimen, and very fine (VF) 
and fine (F) conditions. The reader needs to realize that some 
coins may never be available in these states of preservation; 
therefore, the valuation for unique and hypothetical cases should 
be considered only a standard for comparison rather than a coin 
which might be obtained at the given condition and valuation. 

The collector should keep in mind that the table below is given 
only for the purpose of comparison, and as a useful guide for rela- 
tive values from one grade to another: 


EF $90 
VF $30 
F $10 


In order to evaluate and determine the value of a coin, one must 
take into consideration its centering, scratches or graffiti, sharp- 
ness, completeness of the legend, and finally its overall eye ap- 
peal. The conclusion from the above table is that a coin graded 
“VF” would be valued two to three times the “F” value, a coin 
graded “EF” would be two to three times the “VF” value. The 
grades “F” to “EF” range was chosen since that is the range in 
which most meticulous coin collectors would be choosing their 
coins. 

For some very rare specimens, the valuation in this book is for 
reference rather than a price guide, since a sudden surge of inter- 
est in a coin of that type may double or triple the realized price in 
an auction. 

Number of specimens indicated in the catalogue may differ 
from the assigned rarity tabulated in the appendix. Specimen 
numbers reflects the known number of that particular coin type 
described, whereas the rarity in the appendix is for a general type. 
A double tram in general is an extremely scarce coin. However, a 
double tram where the lion is walking left (5 specimens known) 
or the lion is turned right (4 specimens known) is considered a 
great rarity. 


26 


A SURVEY OF PRICE LISTS 
ON ARMENIAN COINS 


Jean Tristan de Saint-Amant? was the first historian to publish 
the line drawings of a Roupenian bilingual silver tram in 1644, 
and Ezechiel Spanhem? was the first scholar to mention (1664) and 
publish (1671) an Artaxiad silver tetradrachm. 

Petros Markar (+1834), father of the distinguished Mekhitarist 
scholar Fr. Ghewond Alishan, was an ancient coin dealer and an 
antiquarian. One of his sons, Serovbe, followed his father’s foot- 
steps, and supplied Armenian coins to the Mekhitarist Museums 
in San Lazzaro (Venice) and Vienna. Serovbe also helped his 
brother Fr. Gh. Alishan write the numismatic section of Sissouan.‘ 
According to his letters preserved in the archives of the 
Monasteries of San Lazzaro and Vienna, he described Armenian 
coins and provided drawings or rubbings.® In his letters, Serovbe 
Alishan does not mention having price list, but in an August 29, 
1877 letter he notes that Sava, a Greek antiquarian, is demanding 
100 Ottoman gold liras for a gold coin® of King Levon I. 

Fr. Clement Sibilian made extreme sacrifices to form the nu- 
mismatic collection of the Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna. His 
voluminous diary was burned in the great fire of Pera (Constan- 
tinople) in 1870. However, while in Constantinople, he constantly 
corresponded with his superiors in Vienna regarding the purchase 
of Armenian and Greek coins. His letters include valuable nu- 


1 J. Tristan de Saint-Amant, Commentaires historiques, contenans l’histoire 
générale des empéreurs, impératrices, caesars, et tyrans l’empire romain (Paris, 
1644), Vol. III, pp. 588-589. 

2B. Spanhem, Dissertatio de praestantia et usu numismatum antiquorum (Rome, 
1664), pp. 115, 132, 137; Dissertationes de praestantia et usu numismatum antiquorum 
(Amsterdam, 1671), Vol. I, p. 455. 

3 Fr. S. Djemdjemian, “A Numismatist of the Past Century: Serovbe Alishan,” 
ANJ, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 87-44 (in Armenian with English summary). 

4Fr. S. Djemdjemian, “Excerpts from Serovbe Alishan’s Letters to His Brother 
Fr. Gh. Alishan Concerning the Armenian Coins Published in Sissouan,” ANJ, 
Vol. IV (1978), pp. 47-55 (in Armenian with English summary). 

ibid. 


6 See above, note 3. 
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mismatic information including contemporary prices.? He men- 
tions a tetradrachm of Mithridates, but adds that he does not have 
200 francs to purchase it. He mentions the classical coin dealers 
such as Serovbe Alishan, Egger Brothers, and Treer of Trieste. 
On December 9/21, 1872, he writes in a letter that Lambros in 
Athens has a beautiful drachm of Artavasdes for which he de- 
mands 1500 francs. About a month later, on February 3, 1872, he 
writes that 10 Roupenian trams are on sale for 69 francs. In a let- 
ter dated October 13/25, 1872, he writes that he purchased a copper 
of bearded Tigranes for 120 francs. On July 13/24, 1873, he writes 
that he offered 12 piasters for each Roupenian copper coin but was 
not accepted. And lastly, in an April 3, 1876 letter he writes about 
purchasing 52 clean Hetoum-Zabel trams (discovered at one site) 
for 10 piasters each.® In his letters, Fr. Clement Sibilian does not 
make reference to a price list belonging to any classical coin 
dealer, but mentions his correspondence with them. 

The first catalogue where Armenian coins are listed for sale 
was published in 1845. This was a public auction sale catalogue of 
Leopold Welzl von Wellenheim in Vienna.? The list included 3 
trams and 1 tank of King Levon I, 2 coppers of King Hetoum I, 
and 1 unidentified tank. The suggested prices for each coin var- 
ied from 9 to 18 groschen. 

The second catalogue of Carlo Kunz,!° published in 1855, listed 
six Roupenian coins. They were attributed to Levon I, 1 tram 
(should be Levon II according to his reference to the plates of 
Victor Langlois); Hetoum I, 1 tram, 1 tank, 1 kardez; Hetoum II, 1 
equestrian kardez (should be Hetoum I), Levon III, 1 silver. Kunz 
did not provide a price next to the coin description. 

Sibilian™ notes that the catalogue of Prince Al. Troubetzkoy,'? 
published in 1860, included coins of the Cilician Armenian king- 
dom. 

The fixed price list of antiquarians Rollin et Feuardent, pub- 
lished in 1864, included 4 silver and 2 copper coins of Tigranes 


7p. Z. Bedoukian, “Father Sibilian and the Study of Armenian Numismatics,” 
ANZ, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 29-35. 

8 Fr. Gregory Manian, “The Sibilian Letters: Some Excerpts from the Letters of 
Fr. Clement Sibilian Addressed to Fr. Simon Antonian,” ANJ, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 
17-28, pls. I-III. 

L. Welzl von Weilenheim, Verzeichnis der Miinz- und Medaillen-Sammlung 
des kaiserl. kénigl. ... (Vienna, 1845), Vol. II, pp. 570-1. 

10C. Kunz, Secondo catalogo di ogetti di numismatica (Venice, 1855), pp. 57-58, 
Nos. 427-432. 

11 Fy, C. Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), p. xii. 

12 Al. Troubetzkoy, Catalogue des monnaies du moyen age composant la collection 
du Prince Al. Troubetzkoy (Paris, 1860), p. 10, Nos. 1-5. 
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the Great.!5 The prices were 10 and 20 francs for each copper piece, 
and 40 to 100 francs each for silvers. 

Here it should be noted that during the first and second halves of 
the nineteenth century, many scholars wrote essays and books on 
Armenian coins. To this list belong Taylor Combe,!*M. Brosset,15 
J. de Bartholomaei,!* Victor Langlois,!? Fr. Clement Sibilian,1® 
Percy Gardner,!® Fr. Ghewond Alishan,?° Ernest Babelon,?! and 
others.?? This intense activity in Europe attracted attention to Ar- 
menian coins, and encouraged numismatists to pursue their 
study. 

In 1878, Adolph Weyl published the public auction sale catalogue 
of Jules Fonrobert?* to be auctioned on January 14, 1879. The list 
included 39 known Roupenian coins attributed to kings Levon I (8 
coins), Hetoum I (6), Hetoum II (18), Smpad (1), Levon IV (2), 
Oshin (1), Guy (1), Gosdantin IV (2), unidentified (1). Indications 
are that this collection may have been sold as a single lot. The 
UCLA Research Library copy, on the left margin, had the realized 
prices marked. There was a bracket covering coins 4834-4873 (40 
pieces), and in front of the bracket the realized price was marked 
“30,” probably in marks. Apparently, one party purchased the en- 
tire lot. 


13 Rollin et Feuardent, Catalogue d’une collection de médailles des rois et des villes 
de l’ancienne Gréce (Paris, 1864), p. 439, Nos. 6659-6663. 

147. Combe, Veterum populorum et regum numi qui in Museo Britannico adser- 
vantur (London, 1814), p. 215, No. 104, pl. XII, No. 15. 

15 M. Brosset, Monographie des monnaies arméniennes (St. Petersbourg, 1839), 44 
pp., 2 pls. 

16 J, de Bartholomaei, “Drachme inédite d’Artavasde, roi d’Arménie (61-34 av. 
J.C.),” Zeitschrift fiir Miinz-, Siegel- und Wappenkunde, Vol. III (1849), pp. 179-181. 

7 V. Langlois, Numismatique de l’Arménie dans l’antiquité (Paris, 1859), 87 pp., 6 
pls.; Numismatique de l’Arménie au moyen Gge (Paris, 1855), 110 pp., 7 pls. 

18 Fr. C. Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), 88+31 pp., 6 
pls. 

19p. Gardner, Catalogue of Greek Coins: The Seleucid Kings of Syria (London, 
1878), pp. 103-5, pl. XXVII; “On an Unpublished Coin of Artavasdes II., King of 
Armenia,” Numismatic Chronicle, New Series, Vol. XII (1872), pp. 9-15, pl. I. 

20 Fr. Gh. Alishan, Sissouan, Composition on Armenian Cilicia and Levon the 
Illustrious (Venice, 1885), 592 pp. (in Armenian); its French translation, Sissouan 
ou l’Arméno Cilicie, description géographique et historique (Venice, 1899), 538 pp. 

21 B®, Babelon, Les Rois de Syrie, d’Arménie et de Commagéne (Paris, 1890), pp. 
CXCI-CCVII, 211-6, 268, Vol. II, pl. XXIX. 

22 See Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los 
Angeles, 1984), pp. 192-317 and 361-466. 

Jules Fonrobert, Verzeichniss von Miinzen und Denkmiinzen der Erdtheile 
Australian, Asien, Afrika, ... (Berlin, 1878), pp. 294-6, Nos. 4834-4873. Copies of this 
list from the University of California at Los Angeles Research Library and the 
American Numismatic Society Library in New York are in this author’s files. 
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In 1892, when Fr. K. Kalemkiarian edited Fr. Sibilian’s book, 
Classification of Roupenian Coins,*4 he included a sale catalogue?5 
published in 1888 in Firenze. In Handes Amsorya he summarized 
the contents of this catalogue: Levon I, 2 silver coins, 1 silver and 
copper tahekan; Hetoum I, 1 copper tahekan, 2 Hetoum-Zabel silver 
tahekans, and 1 silver coin of Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Prices were 
not mentioned.?6 

In the twentieth century, the public auction sale catalogue of Eg- 
ger Brothers of 1904 was dedicated to the ancient coin collection of 
Théodore Prowe of Moscow.?’? The section on Armenia included: 
Tigranes the Great, 2 tetradrachms (auctioned for 40 krones and 
100 krones), 2 coppers (cornucopia and Heracles each 90 krones); 
Artavasdes II 1 drachm (400 krones); Tigranes V / Augustus 1 
copper (140 krones). 

In 1920, Prof. S. Pozzi’s collection included a tetradrachm of Ti- 
granes the Great (auctioned for 355 francs).28 

E. Button published a fixed price list in 1959. Two silvers (each 
40 D.M.) and one gold coin (600 D.M.) belonging to King Levon I 
are listed. It is noted that the British Museum has declared the 
gold coin authentic.?° 

Paul Z. Bedoukian’s classic book, Coinage of Cilician Armenia,*° 
published in 1962, was a milestone in the study of Roupenian 
coins. Shortly thereafter, Bedoukian turned his attention to the 
study of Artaxiad coins. In 1968, he published a paper on the 
“Classification of the Coins of the Artaxiads of Armenia.”?! After a 
decade of research and study, his monograph, Coinage of the Ar- 
taxiads of Armenia,*? was published in 1978. Both of these treatises 
created international awareness and recognition for Armenian 
coins, and indirectly they saved thousands of them from being 
melted for their silver content. Classical coin dealers were able to 


24¥Fr. C. Sibilian, p. xii. 

25 Fy, K. Kalemkiarian, Catalogo della collezione d’un distinto numismatico...di 
monete...della Georgia e dell’Armenia (Firenze, 1888), p. 35. 

26 Fr. K. Kalemkiarian, “A List of a Numismatic Collection,” Handes Amsorya, 
Vol. IV (May 1890), p. 110 (in Armenian). 

27 Théodore Prowe, Auctions-Catalog der Sammlung griechischer, romischer und 
byzantinischer Miinzen des Herrn Theodor Prowe in Moskau (Vienna, 1904), p. 86, 
Nos. 1517-1522. 

28 S. Pozzi, Monnaies grecques antique provenant de la collection de feu le Prof. S. 
Pozzi (Geneva, 1920), p. 168, No. 30386. 

29. Button, Versteigerungs-Katalog Nr. 101 (Frankfurt, 1959), p. 18, Nos. 421-422a. 

30 p, Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1962), 494 pp., 48 pls. 

31 p. Z. Bedoukian, “A Classification of the Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of 
Armenia,” ANSMN, Vol. XIV (1968), pp. 41-66, pls. IX-XI. 

32 Pp. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), 81 pp., 8 
pls. 
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attribute and display Armenian coins in their trays or list them 
in their sale catalogues. Collectors started avidly adding these 
miniature metallic silver and copper monuments to their numis- 
matic collections. 

The Armenian Numismatic Society was established in 1971 as 
the Armenian Coin Club in the Metropolitan Los Angeles area. 
Initially, to meet the demands of this organization, strictly for the 
purpose of selling Armenian coins and numismatic books, in 
1971, Y. T. Nercessian founded a mail order business and pub- 
lished a list entitled, Armenian Coins and Books: Bulletin. Soon 
collectors started requesting the Bulletin from other states and 
many countries. A year later, a similar business started by 
Torkom Demirjian in New York. Unfortunately, his last fixed 
price list as a catalogue strictly dedicated to Armenian coins and 
books was published in 1977 (No. VI). 

The establishment of the Armenian Numismatic Society, the 
publication of Armenian Numismatic Journal*® and Special Pub- 
lication monographs,*4 the mail order fixed price lists of Y. T. 
Nercessian and Torkom Demirjian spread the word on Arme- 
nian numismatics among those who had the desire to collect but 
had not ventured to become active Armenian coin collectors. 

Since 1981, several classical coin dealers (Miinzen und Med- 
aillen, Credit Suisse, Gerhard Hirsch, Emile Bourgey, Classical 
Numismatic Group, Inc., Spink & Son, Ltd.) have conducted 
major public coin auctions which included very extensive listing 
of Armenian coins. Additionally, most classical coin dealer fixed 
price lists and auction catalogues list Armenian coins since now 
there are numerous collectors who have created a substantial 
market for them. 

To form a solid foundation and a guide for the price projection 
in Armenian Coins and Their Values, all major public and mail 
bid auction sale catalogues and two fixed price lists were re- 
viewed.*®> To make the comparison convenient, they are linked to 


33 Tn 1994, The Armenian Numismatic Journal completed its Vol. XX. 

34 The volume to hand marks Special Publication No. 8. 

35 T, Demirjian, Catalogue V (Riverdale, New York, 1976); Y. T. Nercessian, 
Armenian Coins and Books: Bulletin, 10 (Pico Rivera, California, 1980); Miinzen 
und Medaillen AG, Auktion 12: Miinzen der Antike (Basel, 1981); Credit Suisse, 
Auction 4: Important Ancient & Medieval Coins Including an Armenian & Judaean 
Collection (Berne, 1985), also Y. T. Nercessian, “An Armenian Coin Auction,” 
ANJ, Vol. XII (June 1986), No. 2, pp. 12-17; Gerhard Hirsch, Auktion 163/161 and 
166:\Miinzen und Medaillen Antiken (Munich: September/February 1989 and May 
1990, respectively; Emile Bourgey, Numismatique Collection N. K. (Paris, 1992), also 
Y. T. Nercessian, “The Armenian Coin Auction of Nadia Kapamadjian,” ANJ, 
Vol. XIX (June 1993), No. 2, pp. 43-46; Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. A Mail Bid 
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the numbering system of ACTV. Readers are cautioned that ACTV 
catalogue numbers listed in Table I are only a guide to indicate 
the type of coin sold or auctioned. All coins catalogued in the basic 
reference manuals are not represented in ACTV; furthermore, 
some auction catalogues do not give the exact corpus number or 
description of a coin. 

Table I presents Armenian coin prices excerpted from the noted 
lists. Rulers and coin denominations are indicated within the 
confines of space allocated. Coins from nine sources, correspond- 
ing to those classified in ACTV catalogue, were reviewed for their 
prices. The prices are listed in US dollars after the applicable ex- 
tra buyer fee was added; foreign currencies were converted to US 
dollars according to the contemporary prevailing currency ex- 
change rates. Occasionally, suggested estimated values are listed 
when the realized prices were not available. 

Many other fixed price and auction catalogues were reviewed 
for the pricing of scarce and rare coins not included in the major 
catalogues reviewed for Table I. Prices of coins were extracted 
and included in Table I under the appropriate year column and 
underneath the price the source was indicated. 

A serious effort was made to select coins of similar or very close 
grades from all lists so that the comparison could be as fair as 
possible. One must keep in mind that no two ancient coins are 
alike and that grading is a subjective art representing the opinion 
of a cataloguer. Experts will differ. Two coins of similar type 
could have been assigned the same grade by two different classi- 
cal coin dealers. The second coin could realize two-thirds of the 
price of the first coin. There may be many reasons for this: the 
overall condition of the coin, its eye appeal, and ultimately the 
coin’s actual value during a pane auction as determined by a 
prospective buyer. 


Auction Sale of Classical Coins, XXVII (Quarryville, Pennsylvania, September 
1993), also Y. T. Nercessian, “The Armenian Coin Auction of Classical 
Numismatic Group,” AN.J, Vol. XX (June 1994), No. 2, pp. 35-40; Spink and Son, 
Ltd., Coin Auction 102 (London, 1994), pp. 12-32, 56-60, Nos. 120-478, also Y. T. 
Nercessian, “The Armenian Coin Auction of Prof. Asbed Donabedian,” ANJ, Vol. 
XX (December 1994), No. 4, pp. 69-79. Recently L. A. Saryan published “Armenia: 
1991-93 Market Price Survey Explores Specialty Difficult to Update in Catalog,” in 
World Coin News, Vol. 20 (December 6, 1993), No. 25, pp. 22-23, where 22 type coin 
prices are surveyed. 
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Key to Table I abbreviations 

AD—Spink, Coin Auction 102 (March 1994), “Ancient and Me- 
dieval Coins from the Collection of Professor Asbed Donabedian 
(1923-1993).” 

BL—Bank Leu, Auktion 30 (1982). 

BP—Busso Peus, Auwktion 340: Sammlung Nicholas V. Jamgochian, 
1994. 

CNG15—Classical Numismatic Group, Auction XV (June 1991), 
CNG20—XX (March 1992), CNG21—XXI (June 1992), CNG23— 
XXIII (October 1992), CNG25—XXV (March 1992), CNG27—XXVII 
(September 1993), CNG31—XXXI (September 1994). 

CNR16—Classical Numismatic Review, Vol. XVI (1991), No. 1; 
CNR17—Vol. XVII (1992), No. 4; CNR 19—Vol. XIX (1994), No. 3. 

CS—Credit Suisse, Auction 4 (1985). 

FS22—Frank Sternberg, Auktion XXII (1989). 

GH161—Gerhard Hirsch, Awktion 161 (February 1989), 163 
(September 1989), 165 (February 1990), 166 (May 1990), 167 
(September 1990), 168 (November 1990), 169 (February 1991), 170 
(May 1991), 171 (September 1991), 172 (November 1991), 174 (May 
1992), 175 (September 1992), 179 (September 1993), 181 (February 
1994). 

JLM23—Joel L. Malter & Co., Auction XXIII (September 1982). 

Kov5—Kovacs, Mail Bid Sale V (1984), Kov8—VIII (1988); Kov11— 
Sale XI, Buy or Bid (1993). 

MM—Miinzen und Medaillen A.G., Auktion 12 (1981). 

NFA5—Numismatic Fine Arts, Auction V (1978), NFA10—X 
(1981), NFA22—XXII (1988), NFA25—XXV (1990), NFA29—XXIX 
(1992), NFA31—XXXI (1993), NFA33—XXXIII (1994). 

NK—E. Bourgey, Numismatique Collection Nfadia] Klfapamadj- 
ian] (1992). 

SA—Stephen Album, Price List 57 (1989). 

Sch85—Schulten + Co., Auktion October 1985, Sch88—April or 
October 1988, Sch89—April or October 1989, Sch90—October 1990. 

Soth—Sotheby’s, The Nelson Bunker Hunt Collection, 1990. 

Sp77—Spink Numismatic Circular, Vol. LXXXV (1977), Sp79— 
LXXXVII (1979), Sp90—XCVIII (1990), Sp91—XCIX (1991), Sp92— 
C (1992). 

TD3—Torkom Demirjian, Catalogue III (1974), TD4—IV (1975), 
TD5—V (1976), TD6—VI (1977). 

YN9—Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Books: Bulletin No. 9 
(1979), YN10—No. 10 (1980). 
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ARRANGEMENT OF THE CATALOGUE 


The catalogue is arranged in chronological sequence of four 
dynasties and their rulers: Armenian Kingdom of Sophene (260-70 
B.C.), Artaxiad dynasty (189 B.C.-A.D. 34), Kingdom of Comma- 
gene (163 B.C.-A.D. 72), Roupenian dynasty (A.D. 1080-1375), and 
coins struck in Greater Armenia. A brief historical background 
is provided in each case. 

Classification of the catalogue is based on coin type and major 
varieties, which primarily include the iconography of the design, 
legend, size, weight, and any unusual feature. 

The presentation format of each coin is standardized and con- 
sists of three parts: 


1. The first line includes an assigned catalogue number, fol- 
lowed by an asterisk (*) if the coin is illustrated, the name 
and denomination, and a simplified reverse design of the 
coin for quick identification purposes. 

2. The second part includes the obverse and reverse descrip- 
tions, designs, inscription, and their interpretation. 

3. Thirdly, the bottom line indicates whether a coin is in gold 
(AV), silver (AR), or copper (AE), its weight in grams, 
where preserved (in parenthesis), a reference source, and 
lastly the number of known specimens of that particular type 
at the right corner. 


Die axis orientation was omitted. Diameter size has not been 
given since the illustrations on the plates are of actual size. Most 
of the photographs were taken from actual coins, since only in this 
manner are all details reproduced without degradation, a point 
which is extremely important for a book where the values of coins 
is the subject. In cases where the actual coins were not available, 
it was considered expedient to reproduce illustrations from books 
and sale and auction catalogues. 
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COINAGE OF 
THE ARMENIAN KINGDOM OF SOPHENE 
(ca. 260-70 B.C.) 


Sophene is located in southwest historical Armenia.1 During the 
ninth century B.C., Sophene was a part of the Urartian kingdom. 
In the fourth century B.C., Sophene was included within the con- 
fines of the Orontid dynasty. In 331 B.C., King Orontes II of Ar- 
menia helped the Achaemenids against Alexander the Great. The 
Armenian auxiliaries consisted of 40,000 infantry and 7,000 
cavalry at the battle of Gaugamela. Alexander was victorious, but 
Armenia was never conquered. The Orontid kings controlled all 
Armenian historic lands including Sophene. Geographically, 
Sophene was closer to Greek centers and it was the first region of 
Armenia to be exposed to Greek economic and cultural influence. 
In the third century B.C., with the intervention of the Seleucids, 
Sophene and Commagene were detached from Armenia Major 
and formed separate independent kingdoms. 


SAMES 
(ca. 260 B.C.) 


Sames is considered as the founder of the kingdom of Sophene 
and the city of Samosata. According to C. Toumanoff, Samosata 
was mentioned for the first time in Erastenes in 245 B.C. He notes 
that Ziales, son of the king of Bithynia, took refuge in Samosta in 
ca. 260 B.C. 


1 References consulted include K. J. Basmadjian, Numismatique générale de 
lV’Arménie (Venice, 1936), (in Armenian); J. de Morgan, The History of the 
Armenian People (Boston, 1965); H. Manandian, A Critical Survey of the History of 
the Armenian People (Erevan, 1944-1960), Vols. I-III (in Armenian); History of the 
Armenian People (Erevan, 1967-1984), Vols. 1-8 (in Armenian); Soviet Armenian 
Encyclopaedia (Erevan, 1974-1987), Vols. 1-13 (in Armenian); C. Toumanoff, 
Studies in Christian Caucasian History (Washington, D.C., 1963); P. Z. Bedoukian, 
CAA, CCA, CSC, SNS; A. Burnett, M. Amandry, P. Pau Ripollés, Roman Provincial 


Coinage. 
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Copper 
001+ Two chalci. Thyrsos of Dionysos. 

Obv.: Head of Sames r. wearing pointed tiara with ends of 
diadem hanging at back of neck; behind head, a lau- 
rel branch. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Thyrsos of Dionysos, between two cornucopias inter- 
laced. Legend to 1. upward BALIAEQE / ZTAMOY; to r. 
upward QOEOLEBOYE / KAI®IKAIOY. 

AE, (Kov VIII-80), CSC 1 8? 


ARSAMES I 
(ca. 240 B.C.) 


Arsames was the son of Sames and succeeded his father. Arsames 
built a new capital city, Arsamosata in Sophene and Arsameia in 
Commagene. Historians are not unanimous in deciding the exis- 
tence and chronological sequence of kings Arsames I and 
Arsames II. However, based on numismatic evidence, Paul Z. 
Bedoukian demonstrated that two kings named Arsames ruled in 
Sophene. 


Copper 
002 Two chalci. Horseman. 

Obv.: Head of Arsames r. wearing pointed tiara with 
drapes covering neck. 

Rev.: Horseman advancing r. with spear in r. hand and 
pointed at foot soldiers facing him with shield and 
spear; sometimes below horse, a fallen soldier. Le- 
gend above horseman BAXIAEQEZ / APZEAMOY. 

AE, 5.72 g. (NJ coll.), CSC 2 12 


003* One chalcus. Horseman. 
Obv.: Head of Arsames r. as before. 
Rev.: Horseman advancing r. as before. 
AE, 4.7 g. (JG coll.), CSC 3 3 


2 Known specimen number is primarily based on the published literature. When 
possible, this number is updated according to material describing hoards on 
related subject authored by P. Z. Bedoukian, A. Donabedian, B. Garabetian, J. 
Guevrekian, M. Karapetian, D. M. Metcalf, Y. T. Nercessian, L. A. Saryan, Fr. 
Au. Sekoulian, BMC, RPC, sale and auction catalogues, author’s notes, and others. 
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004* One chalcus. Thunderbolt. 

Obv.: Head of Arsames r. as before. 

Rev.: Winged thunderbolt with five rays. Legend to 1. up- 
ward BAXIA[EQZ] / APZA[MOY]; to r. upward 
@QEO[ZEBOY?] or GEO[Y]. 

AE, 3.96 g. (ES coll.), CSC 4 38 


CHARASPES 
(before ca. 230 B.C.) 


Charaspes is known only from a single coin kept in the Biblio- 
théque Nationale in Paris. The inscriptions at Nemrud Dagh, 
which list the ancestors of Antiochus I Theos of Commagene, do 
not mention a Charaspes. According to the evolution of the Arme- 
nian tiara, we can place Charaspes between Arsames I and 
Arsames II, ca. before 230 B.C. The Dioscurian royal tiaras are 
not as sharply pointed as the tiaras of Sames and Arsames I, but 
much more pointed than those of Arsames II. It is noteworthy that 
Charaspes has the heads of the Dioscuri on the obverse of his coin, 
and eagle holding thunderbolt on the reverse. Arsames II has the 
caps of the Dioscuri and eagle holding thunderbolt on his coins. 


Copper 
005 Two chalci. Eagle. 
Obv.: Heads of Dioscuri r. wearing pointed tiara with ends 
of diadem tied in bow at back of neck. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Eagle standing r. holding thunderbolt. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward XAPALIOY. 
In field monogram NE. 
AE, 9.55 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 211, No. 1 1 


ARSAMES II 
(ca. 230 B.C.) 


Arsames is portrayed on his coins with a headdress which resem- 
bles a cap. In 230 B.C., Arsames offered asylum to Antiochus 
Hierax, the viceroy of Asia Minor. Antiochus had revolted against 
his brother Seleucus II Callinicus and fought for the Seleucid 
throne. Toumanoff considers this king as the lawful Arsames 
ruling in Sophene, and sees no need to introduce a second 
Arsames. 
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Copper 
006- Two chalci. Horseman. 

Obv.: Head of Arsames r. wearing tiara with flat top like a 
cap; a diadem encircles the head, ends in bow, and 
hangs down neck. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Horseman advancing r. holding spear in r. hand 
and wearing similar headdress. Legend above 
horseman BAXIAEQE / APZEAMOY. 

AE, 8.35 g. (PB coll.), CSC 5 4 


007* Two chalci. Standing figure. 
Obyv.: Head of Arsames r. as before. 
Rev.: Nude figure standing and facing, r. arm extending 
from elbow and 1. arm holding long club. Legend to 
r. downward BAZLIAEQ; to 1. downward APLAMOY. 
AE, 7.68 g. (JG coll.), CSC 6 8 


008 One chalcus. Eagle. 
Obv.: Head of Arsames r. as before. 
Rev.: Eagle standing r. holding thunderbolt. Legend to r. 
downward BAXZIAEQ; to 1. downward APLEAMOY. 
AE, 3.86 g. (NFA X-226), CSC 7 4 


009» One chalcus. Caps of Dioscuri. 
Obv.: Head of Arsames r. as before. 
Rev.: Caps of Dioscuri. Legend to r. downward BALIAEQX; 
to 1. downward APLAMOY. 
AE, 3.25 g. (NFA X-227), CSC 8 1 


XERXES 
(ca. 220 B.C.) 


Xerxes was the son of Arsames II and succeeded his father. Dur- 
ing his reign Seleucid King Antiochus III the Great invaded 
Sophene and besieged the capital Arsamosata. Xerxes saved his 
kingdom by recognizing the suzerainty of Antiochus and paying 
tribute to him owed by his father. As a gesture of friendship, Anti- 
ochus eliminated a part of his tribute and gave his sister, Anti- 
ochice, in marriage to Xerxes. When Xerxes was not totally com- 
plaisant, Antiochus with the help of his sister had Xerxes assassi- 
nated. 
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Copper 
010* Two chalci. Victory. 


011 


012 


013 


014 


Obv.: Bearded head of Xerxes r. wearing folded tiara; di- 
ademed with ribbon hanging behind head. In 1. field 
monogram *. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Victory standing 1. holding crown in extended r. 
hand, 1. hand resting on belt of tunic. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQY; to 1. downward XEPXOY. In 
field monogram M. 

AE, 5.1 g. (JG coll.), CSC 9 5 


One chalcus. Victory. 

Obv.: Bearded head of Xerxes r. as before, but without 
monogram. 

Rev.: Victory standing |. as before. Various monograms. 

AE, 1.90 g. (BN coll.), CSC 11, 13 2 


Two chalci. Athena seated. 

Obv.: Bearded head of Xerxes r. as before, but without 
monogram. 

Rev.: Athena seated holding a figure (Minerva?) in ex- 
tended r. hand; 1. hand resting on large shield. Le- 
gend to r. downward BAZIAEQY; to 1. downward 
XEPXOY. 

AE, 4.51 g. (BM coll.), CSC 10 1 


One chalcus. Athena seated. 

Obv.: Bearded head of Xerxes r. as before. 

Rev.: Athena seated as before. 

AE, 1.90 g. (BN coll.), CSC 14 2 


One chalcus. Athena standing. 

Oby.: Bearded head of Xerxes r. as before. 

Rev.: Athena standing 1. holding crown in extended r. 
hand and resting |. arm on shield. Legend to r. down- 
ward BAXIAEQ}; to 1. downward XKEPXOY. 

AE, 2.52 g. (BN coll.), CSC 15 3 


ABDISSARES 
(ca. 210 B.C.) 


Abdissares, similar to Charaspes, is known only from his coins. 
However, his numismatic testimony is more abundant; at least 
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thirteen specimens are known. The headdress of Abdissares is 
extremely similar to that of Xerxes. The inscriptions of Nemrud 
Dagh do not list Xerxes and Abdissares. According to Toumanoff, 
not all the inscriptions have survived; possibly, Antiochus Theos 
may have listed only his direct ancestors. 


Copper 
015* Two chalci. Eagle. 

Obv.: Head of Abdissares r., lightly bearded, wearing 
folded tiara; diademed with ribbon hanging behind 
head. Beaded border. 

Rev.: Eagle standing r. Legend to r. downward BAXIAEQ2; 
to 1. downward ABAIZZAPOY. 

AE, 4.9 g. (JG coll.), CSC 16 8 


016 One chalcus. Eagle. 
Obv.: Head of Abdissares r. as before. 
Rev.: Eagle standing r. as before. 
AE, 2.99 g. (BM coll.), CSC 17 5 


ZARIADRES 
(ca. 190 B.C.) 


In their expansionist policy, the Seleucids gained control of 
Sophene and appointed Zariadres, a descendent of the Orontid dy- 
nasty, as strategos of Sophene. In 191 B.C., the Seleucids suffered a 
crushing defeat at the hands of Romans in the battle of Magnesia. 
Rome became a major power in Asia Minor. 

Zariadres, taking advantage of the situation, declared the inde- 
pendence of his kingdom. It is noteworthy that at the same time 
Artaxias also declared the independence of Armenia Major. The 
independence of both of these Armenian states was confirmed in 
the Roman Senate by the treaty of Apameia in 188 B.C. 


Copper 
017* One chalcus. Deity (Anaitis). 

Obv.: Head of Zariadres r., wearing a tiara with flaps tied 
under chin. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Deity (Anaitis ?) standing facing; r. hand raised, 
holding flowers; at feet two sphinxes, seated, back to 
back and facing. Legend to r. downward ANIZA / 
AQ; to 1. downward AZAPI. Border of dots. 

AE, 5.42 g. (BM coll.), CSC 18 2 
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MORPHILIG 
(ca. 190 B.C.) 


Morphilig is recognized only from his coin. Zariadres and Mor- 
philig have similar type headdresses and reverse designs. 


Copper 
018 One chalcus. Deity (Anaitis). 
Obv.: Head of Morphilig turned r., wearing pointed tiara 
with flaps tied under chin. 
Rev.: Deity (Anaitis ?) standing. Legend to r. downward 
AXAPI [AAPIOZ]; below deity MOPI[®IAIOX]. 
AE, (Berlin Mus. coll.), CSC 19 ul 


ARTANES 
(ca. 110 B.C.) 
Historians note the existence of a ruler named Artanes. 
No known coins. 
ARSACES 
(after 70 B.C.) 


Arsaces was appointed as governor of Sophene by Tigranes the 
Great when Sophene was annexed to his empire. 


No known coins. 


COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 
(189 B.C.-A.D 34) 


After the death of Alexander the Great (323 B.C.), his empire was 
divided by his generals. Seleucus created for himself a kingdom 
in Syria and Mesopotamia. Armenia was conquered by his suc- 
cessors but the Seleucids never established direct control over Ar- 
menia. They were satisfied by appointing satraps, called 
“strategos,” from the local princes and collecting taxes or tribute. 

During the rule of the Seleucid Antiochus the Great (223-187 
B.C.), Artaxias was named as the strategos of Armenia Major, 
and Zariadres (before 190 B.C.) as strategos of Sophene. As noted 
earlier, Zariadres (Zareh in Armenian) and Artaxias (Artashes 
in Armenian), taking advantage of the Seleucid defeat by the 
Romans at Magnesia, declared themselves independent king- 
doms. Rome recognized their status as independent kings. Histo- 
rians consider 189 B.C. as the year when the Artaxiad kingdom 
was established. 


ZARIADRES 
(before 190 B.C.) 


Copper 
019* Two chalci. Thunderbolt.! 

Obv.: Head of Zariadres r., wearing tall five-pointed Ar- 
menian tiara without star or eagles. Clockwise le- 
gend ZAAPI-AAOY. 

Rev.: Thunderbolt between two horizontal lines of legend. 
Above BAZIAEQ; below BAZIAEQN. 

AE, 4.7 g. (WM coll.), CAA 1 Copper Forgery 


1 Since information concerning the chronology and mints is lacking, in 
classifying Artaxiad coppers, the sequence is based on the following order of 
reverse designs: human form, mythology, Victory, gifts of nature (food, tree, etc.), 
eagles, and animals. 
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ARTAXIAS I 
(190-160 B.C.) 


According to the Armenian historian Moses Khorenats‘i, Artaxias 
I struck coins with his effigy. So far, no such coins have been dis- 
covered. Khorenats‘i also mentions that Artaxias ordered that the 
borders of villages and farms be marked with rectangular stones. 
Recently, several such marker stones with Aramaic inscriptions 
have been found. One such stone found near the shore of Lake Se- 
van reads, “King Artaxias, the son of Orontid Zariadres.” Artax- 
ias established his capital Artaxata which was built according to 
Plutarch, at the suggestion of Hannibal of Carthage when he fled 
from the Romans and took refuge in Armenia. Artaxata replaced 
the ancient capital cities of Armavir and Ervantashat. 


No known coins. 


ARTAVASDES I 
(160-123 B.C.) 


Artavasdes, son of Artaxias I, succeeded his father to the throne of 
Armenia. Artavasdes ruled thirty-seven years but so far no coins 
have been found which can be attributed to him. 


No known coins. 


TIGRANES I 
(123-96 B.C.) 


Artavasdes did not leave any heir; his brother, Tigranes I as- 
cended the throne of the Artaxiads. During the reign of Artavas- 
des, Tigranes II, the son of Tigranes I, was taken as hostage to 
Parthia when Armenia failed in the struggle against the incur- 
sion of Parthia. Tigranes I is the only Artaxiad ruler whose bust 
is facing 1. on his coins. 


Copper 
020+ Two chalci. Standing figure. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1., wearing indistinct four-pointed 
Armenian tiara. 
Rev.: Standing figure to r., wearing tiara, tunic descend- 
ing to his knees; 1. hand holds an eagle and r. hand 
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021 


022+ 


023+ 


024+ 
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a long spear or scepter. Legend to 1. upward 
BACIAE@C / METAAOY; to r. upward TITPANOY / 
®IAEAAHNOC. 

AE, 5.12 g. (PB coll.), CAA 5 11 


One chalcus. Standing figure. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1. as before. 

Rev.: Standing figure to r. as before. 

AE, 2.54 g. (PB coll.), CAA 5 5 


Two chalci. Zeus Nicephorus. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1. as before. 

Rev.: Zeus Nicephorus seated to 1. on a throne, with wreath 
in r. hand, and resting 1. hand on scepter. Legend to 
r. downward BACIAE@C / METAAOY; to 1. downward 
TIFPANOY / ®BIAEAAHNOC. In 1. field letter A. 

AE, 4.27 g. (BM coll.), CAA 4 6 


Two chalci. Nike with wreath. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1. as before. 

Rev.: Nike standing r., wreath in 1. hand. Legend to 1. up- 
ward BACIAEWC / METAAOY; to r. upward TITPANOY 
/ PIAEAAHNOC. In field to 1. M and tor. A. 

AE, 5.00 g. (BN coll.), CAA 6 21 


Four chalci. Victory with palm-branch. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes |. as before. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Victory standing r., wings open and pointed down- 
ward; r. arm outstretched holding palm-branch verti- 
cally. Legend to 1. upward BACIAE@C / METAAOY; to 
r. upward TITPANOY / ®IAEAAHNOC. Underneath r. 
arm letters AA one above the other. 

AE, 6.14 g. (YN coll.), ANJ XVII 2 


Two chalci. Tree or branch. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1. as before. Countermarked with 
letters APK to r. of king’s head. 

Rev.: A tree or branch between legends. To 1. upward 
BACIAE@C / METAAOY; to r. upward TITPANOY / 
[MDIAEAAHNOC]. To 1. of tree letter I and to r. c. 

AE, 4.27 g. (PB coll.), CAA 3 6 
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026+ One chalcus. Tree or branch. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes 1. as before. 
Rev.: A tree or branch between legends as before. 
AE, 2.50 g. (BN coll.), CAA 3 3 


TIGRANES II THE GREAT 
(95-56 B.C.) 


Tigranes II (95-56 B.C.) was freed in return for “seventy valleys” 
which Parthia demanded as ransom. He married the daughter of 
Mithridates VI Eupator and annexed Sophene and Cappadocia to 
Armenia Major. He recaptured the “seventy valleys” that he had 
ceded to Parthia, forcing the Parthians to abandon the title of 
“King of Kings” which he used on some of his coins. He occupied 
Mesopotamia and Cilicia, and was invited to rule Syria, Phoeni- 
cia, and Palestine. Tigranes the Great thus created a vast empire 
and built a new capital, Tigranocerta, at the geographic center of 
his empire. 

Rome was at war with Mithridates VI Eupator of Pontus, the fa- 
ther-in-law of Tigranes. Mithridates was defeated and took refuge 
in Armenia. When Tigranes refused to hand over Mithridates to 
the Romans, Lucullus marched against the capital of Tigra- 
nocerta in 70 B.C. without even a declaration of war. According to 
Plutarch, the Romans were victorious at the battle of Tigranocerta 
in 69 B.C. Tigranocerta was captured and looted. Lucullus seized 
8,000 talents as booty, in addition to 800 drachms that each Roman 
legionary received as his share of the spoil. Tigranes was able to 
rescue the royal family and part of his treasury. Lucullus contin- 
ued to pursue Tigranes, but the hit and run tactics of the Armeni- 
ans and the harsh winter of Armenia forced Lucullus to withdraw 
with heavy losses. Tigranes recaptured his lands and liberated 
Pontus from Roman domination. Lucullus was recalled by the 
Roman Senate and replaced by Pompey. 

Rome dispatched Pompey with fresh troops to Asia Minor. Pom- 
pey invaded Pontus, and Mithridates once again sought refuge in 
Armenia. Tigranes was facing the Parthian army, the Roman 
army, and his traitor son who was assisting Pompey. Tigranes 
went to the camp of Pompey and accepted the terms imposed on 
him: paid 6,000 talents to Pompey, retained the title of “King of 
Kings” as well as Armenia Major and a few neighboring territo- 
ries from his vast empire. 

Tigranes, at the zenith of his power, controlled all of the local 
mints in Syria which had issued very attractive coins according 
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to the Seleucid tradition. His coins were struck in several mints: 
Artaxata, Tigranocerta, Antioch, Damascus, and others. 


027 Tetradrachm. “King of Kings Tigranes” inscription. 


028+ 


029s 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


Bust of Tigranes with a mature portrait draped r., 
clean shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed Ar- 
menian tiara, edged with pearls. A broad diadem 
knotted at the back encircles the head and falls 
downward. Divided drapes cover the ear and the 
neck. The tiara is adorned with an eight~pointed star 
flanked by two eagles back to back and with heads 
turned to each other. Floral design to 1. and r. of ea- 
gles. Fillet border. 

Tyche of Antioch or Artaxata, draped and wearing a 
turreted crown, seated r. on a rock, holding a palm- 
branch in her r. hand; at her feet the upper portion of 
a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes 
swimming r. Legend to r. downward BALIAEQS; to 1. 
downward BAZIAEQN / TIFPANOY. In field and be- 
low swimming figure various field marks; all 
within laurel wreath. 


AR, 15.9 g. (JG coll.), CAA 8 6 


Tetradrachm. “King Tigranes” inscription, comet on tiara. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


Bust of Tigranes with a young portrait draped r. as 
before, but eagles missing and comet in place of 5 
o’clock ray of the star. 

Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward TITPANOY. In 
exergue below swimmer IQ. 


AR, 16.35 g. (MA coll.), CAA 10 5 


Tetradrachm. Damascus mint. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but tiara is ornamented with a star on the l. 
side and an eagle to the r. which turns its head to- 
wards the star. 

Draped and turreted figure of the Tyche of Damascus 
seated 1. on a rock. At her feet the upper portion of a 
swimmer facing with arms outstretched. The Tyche 
has her r. arm extended and in her 1. arm she holds 
a cornucopia. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQ3; to l. 
downward TITPANOY. In outer field, 1. of Tyche, in- 
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030+ 


031+ 


032 


033« 


034+ 


ner field, and exergue below swimmer various field 
marks; all within laurel wreath. 
AR, 15.79 g. (BM coll.), LSM 148, CAA 138 4 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, one bead. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a boyish portrait draped r. as 
before, but the five peaks are made of one beaded 
stone and the tiara has one star and two eagles. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQ:; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 
Various field marks. 

AR, 15.70 g. (VM coll.), CAA 36 4 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, two beads. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a boyish portrait draped r. as 
before, but the five peaks are made of two beads. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. 

AR, 16.37 g. (YN coll.), CAA 27/17, TigAR-1 128 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, second bead very large. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but the five peaks are made of two beads 
where the bottom bead is very large. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQ; to 1. downward TITPAN / OY. 
Various field marks. 

AR, 15.90 g. (WM coll.), CAA 41 3 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, three beads. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a mature portrait draped r. as 
before, but the five peaks are made of three beads 
where the bottom bead is the largest and the top bead 
smallest or the bottom largest two beads consist of two 


stones. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Struck on a very 
large flan. 

AR, 13.61 g. (YN coll.), CAA 22 14 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, fine beaded triangles. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but the five high peaks are made of fine 
beaded triangles. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. 

AR, 15.63 g. (YN coll.), CAA 20, TigAR-29 79 
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Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, fine beaded very high triangles. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but the five very high and narrow peaks 
are made of fine beaded triangles. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. 

AR, 15.36 g. (JG coll.), CAA 40, TigAR-32 24 


Tetradrachm. Tiara peaks, fine beaded triangles, handsome 
portrait. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but the five high peaks are made of fine 
beaded triangles. Extremely handsome portrait. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Struck on a very 
large flan. 

AR, 14.39 g. (YN coll.), CAA 29V, TigAR-61 9 


Tetradrachm. Tiara with six-pointed star. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a young man portrait draped r. 
as before, but the tiara shows a six-pointed star in- 
stead of the typical eight-pointed star. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. 

AR, 15.27 g. (LS coll.), LS*, TigAR-49 6 


Tetradrachm. Fourrée, bronze core may be visible. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. 

AR, 14.38 g. (JG coll.), CAA 44, Sp 102-150 16 


Drachm. “King Tigranes” inscription, comet on tiara. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but a line up- 
ward from the five o’clock ray of the eight-pointed 
star gives the appearance of a comet on the tiara. The 
portrait of the king is much less refined than the 
ones seen on the ‘comet’ tetradrachm. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQ; to 1. downward TITPANOY. In 
field and below swimming figure various field 
marks; all within laurel wreath. 

AR, 3.99 g. (JG coll.), CAA 49 5 


Drachm. “King of Kings Tigranes” inscription. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Artaxata seated r. as in No. 27. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. downward BALIAEQN / 
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043+ 


TIFPANOY. In field and below swimming figure var- 
ious field marks. 
AR, 4.07 g. (YN coll.), CAA 78 98 


Fractional drachm. Elephant. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Large elephant r. with trunk down. Legend above to 
r. BAZIAEQ. King’s name off flan. 

AR, 3.10 g. (WM coll.), CAA 88 1 


Fractional drachm. Tyche. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche of Artaxata draped and seated r. on rock hold- 
ing palm-branch. River-god Orontes swimming r. 
Legend to r. downward [BAZIAEQX] entirely off flan; 
to 1. downward, BALIAEQN / TITPANOY. 

AR, 2.95 g. (WM coll.), CAA 89 1 


Fractional drachm. Horse. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Standing horse to 1. in fine style. Legend above to r. 
BAXIAEQ. Below horse king’s name off flan. 

AR, 3.51 g. (WM coll.), CAA 90 1 


Copper 


044+ 


046+ 


Four chalci. Quadriga. 

Obv.: Large head of Tigranes r., but star and two eagles. 

Rev.: King driving quadriga with galloping horses to 1. He 
is holding reins with r. hand and uncertain object 
with r. Legend above to r. BACIAEQC; below to r. 
BACIAEQN / TIFPANOY. 

AE, 6.66 g. (YN coll.), Foss j 2 


Copper tetradrachm. Tyche. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch draped as in No. 30. Legend to r. 
BAZIAEQY; to 1. TIPPANOY. 

AE, 11.1 g. (PB coll.), NEN p. 31, No. 1 1 


Four chalci. Tyche, young Tigranes. 
Obv.: Bust of very young-looking Tigranes draped r. as be- 
fore, but comet star and no eagles. Border of dots. 
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Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 
AE, 6.85 g. (MA coll.), CAA 108 7 


Two chalci. Tyche, large head of Tigranes. 

Obv.: Large head of Tigranes r., but star and two eagles. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQS; to l. downward TITFPANOY. 
Various field marks. 

AE, 5.07 g. (YN coll.), CAA 108 1 


Heavy four chalci. Tyche, field marks. 

Oby.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but tiara has 
one star and two eagles. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch or Artaxata seated r. as in No. 27. 
Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. downward 
BAXIAEQN / TITPANOY. Various field marks. 

AE, 9.88 g. (YN coll.), CAA 93 9 


Four chalci. Tyche, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Various field marks. 

AE, 6.94 g. (YN coll.), CAA 94 76 


Two chalci. Tyche, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Various field marks. 

AE, 3.56 g. (YN coll.), CAA 95V 36 


Four chalci. Tyche, no field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. No field marks. 

AE, 7.81 g. (YN coll.), CAA 92 55 


Two chalci. Tyche, no field marks. 

Oby.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. No field marks but mono- 
gram ~ under rock. 

AE, 3.74 g. (YN coll.), CAA 92V 41 


Two chalci. Tyche, blundered legend. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Blundered and incomplete 
legend. No field marks. 

AE, 5.14 g. (YN coll.), CAA 96V 11 
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057 


058« 


059« 


One chalcus. Tyche, crude portrait. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Crude portrait. 
Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Legend off flan. 

AE, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CAA 98 10 


Four chalci. Tyche, countermarked on obverse. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but counter- 
marked A 1. of tiara. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. 

AE, 6.36 g. (YN coll.), CAA 91 9 


Two chalci. Tyche, countermarked on obverse. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but counter- 
marked 4) 1. of tiara. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. 

AE, 4.15 g. (YN coll.), CAA 92V 2 


Four chalci. Tyche, overstruck on Apamean copper coin 
(Syria), Zeus/elephant (76/5 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, bearded Zeus r., laureate. 

Rev.: Overstrike, Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to 1. 
downward BAZIAEQN / TITPANOY. 
Undertype, ATTAMEAQN THXIPAY, below traces of 
elephant. 

AE, 9.54 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 234, No. 5 3 


Four chalci. Tyche, overstruck on Aradian copper coin 
(Phoenicia), Tyche /Poseidon (130/29 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, traces of understrike visible. 

Rev.: Overstrike, Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BALIAEQS; to 1. downward BALIAEQN / 
TIFPANOY. No field marks. 

Undertype, Poseidon, nude to waist, seated 1. on prow 
of galley 1., holding wreath in extended r. hand, rest- 
ing with 1. on trident. 

AE, 6.62 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 102, No. 5 1 


Four chalci. Tyche, overstruck on Aradian copper coin, 
Astarte/bull (86/5 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, head of Astarte-Europa r., wearing steph- 
ane, and veil over back. Border of dots. 
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Rev.: Overstrike, Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to 1. 
downward, BALIAEQN / TITPANOY. 
Undertype, hind position of humped bull galloping 1.; 
letters CN above bull and A, N1| beneath bull. 

AE, 6.04 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 41, No. 331 18 


Four chalci. Tyche, overstruck on copper coin of Marathus 
(Phoenicia), Zeus/double cornucopias (113/2 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, double cornucopias tied with a thin band 
of ribbons. 

Rev.: Overstrike, Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAXIAEQS; to l. downward BALIAEQN / 
TIFPANOY. Various field marks. 

Undertype, head of Zeus r., laureate. Border of dots. 

AE, 6.40 g., (YN coll.), BMC p. 125, No. 41 3 


Four chalci. Tyche of Damascus seated. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. wearing the usual five-pointed 
Armenian tiara with a star on the 1. side and one ea- 
gle to the r. who turns his head towards the star. 

Rev.: Draped and turreted Tyche of Damascus seated 1. on 
rock. At her feet the upper portion of a swimmer fac- 
ing with arms outstretched. Tyche has her r. arm ex- 
tended and her 1. arm holds a cornucopia. Legend to 
r. downward BAXIAEQ:; to l. downward TITPANOY. 
Various field marks. 

AE, 7.34 g. (YN coll.), LSM, CAA 110 16 


Two chalci. Tyche of Damascus standing. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. wearing the usual five-pointed 
Armenian tiara as before. 

Rev.: Tyche standing to 1., resting r. hand on tiller of rud- 
der and holding with 1. cornucopia. Legend as before. 
Various field marks. 

AE, 4.60 g. (PB coll.), LSM, CAA 112 4 


Two chalci. Young portrait/Tyche of Damascus standing. 

Obv.: Head of young-looking Tigranes r. wearing the 
usual five-pointed Armenian tiara, but with comet 
star and a volute to the r. symbolizing an eagle. 

Rev.: Tyche standing to l. as before. No field marks. 

AE, 4.53 g. (YN coll.), LSM, CAA 112V 3 
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066« 


069+ 


070 


Half chalcus. Tyche of Damascus standing. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Tyche standing to 1. with tiller of rudder as before. 
AE, 1.15 g. (YN coll.), LSM, CAA 112V 1 


Four chalci. Heracles, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but tiara has 
one star and two eagles. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing, head l. 
Left arm folded holding lion’s skin and r. hand 
leaning on club. Legend to r. downward BAXIAEQY; 
to 1. downward BALIAEQN / TIFPANOY. Various field 
marks. 

AE, 6.52 g. (YN coll.), CAA 101 8 


Two chalci. Heracles, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles as before. Various field 
marks. 

AE, 4.91 g. (YN coll.), CAA 101 61 


One chalcus. Heracles, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles as before. Various field 
marks. 

AE, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CAA 101 7 


One chalcus. Heracles, field marks in exergue. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles as before. Below Heracles in 
exergue letters AH. 

AE, 3.81 g. (YN coll.), CAA 101V 1 


Two chalci. Heracles, no field marks. 

Oby.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles as before. No field marks. 
AE, 4.55 g. (YN coll.), CAA 100 88 


One chalcus. Heracles, no field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles as before. No field marks. 
AE, 3.00 g. (TD coll.), CAA 100 11 
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One chalcus. Heracles. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles standing, head 1. Right arm 
folded holding lion’s skin and 1. hand leaning on 
club. Legend to r. downward BALIAEQE / BALIAEQN; 
to 1. downward TIFPANOY. No field marks. 

AE, 4.68 g. (YN coll.), CAA 102 7 


One chalcus. Heracles, countermarked on reverse. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Bearded nude Heracles standing as before, but coun- 
termarked with letter U 1. of Heracles’ head. 

AE, 3.24 g. (YN coll.), CAA 99 2 


Four chalci. Heracles overstruck on Seleucid copper coin, 
Antiochus XII/Zeus (89-84 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, traces of understrike visible. 

Rev.: Overstrike, bearded nude Heracles standing, head 1. 
Left arm folded holding lion’s skin and r. hand 
leaning on club. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQX; 
to 1. downward BAXZIAEQN / TIFPANOY. No field 


marks. 
Undertype, legend 1. to r., BALIAEQE / [ANT]IOXOY. 
AE, 6.12 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 102, No. 6 1 


Two chalci. Heracles overstruck on Antiochene copper coin 
(Seleucid), Tyche/tripod (88/7 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, top of tripod. Legend to r. downward AN- 
TIOXE[QN] / THX; to 1. downward [MH]TPO[ITIOAEQY]. 

Rev.: Overstrike, bearded nude Heracles standing as be- 
fore. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. down- 
ward BAXIAEQN / [T]ITP[A]NOY. No field marks. 
Undertype, head of the Tyche of Antioch r., wearing 
veil and turreted headdress. Border of dots. 

AE, 4.16 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 153, No. 19 3 


Two chalci. Heracles overstruck on Aradian copper coin, 
Astarte/bull (89/8 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, Astarte-Europa r. 
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Rev.: Overstrike, bearded nude Heracles standing as be- 
fore. Legend to r. downward BAZXIAEQ); to 1. down- 
ward BAZIAEQN / TITPANOY. No field marks. 
Undertype, hind position of humped bull galloping 1.; 
letters POA/MA beneath bull. 

AE, 5.75 g. (LS coll.), BMC p. 40, No. 327 1 


One chalcus. Warrior. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Letter A to 1. 

Rev.: Warrior with spear in r. hand facing r. Legend 
BAXIAEQE BAXZIAEQN. 

AE, 2.93 g., HAC 130 1 


Four chalci. Nike, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before but comet star 
and no eagles. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. with outstretched r. hand holding 
wreath and |. hand extending downward. Legend to 
r. downward BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 
Various field marks. 

AE, 6.51 g. (YN coll.), CAA 116V 20 


Two chalci. Nike, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. Various field marks. 
AE, 5.23 g. (YN coll.), CAA 114 57 


One chalcus. Nike, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but counter- 
marked 1. of tiara. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. Letters AT in 1. field. 

AE, 3.58 g. (YN coll.), CAA 116V iL 


Four chalci. Nike, no field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. No field marks. 

AE, 8.03 g. (PB coll.), CAA 115 9 


Two chalci. Nike, no field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. No field marks. 

AE, 5.89 g. (YN coll.), CAA 115 88 
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One chalcus. Nike, no field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. No field marks. 

AE, 3.10 g. (TD coll.), CAA 115 1 


Heavy four chalci. Nike, letter A, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but letter A in 1. 
field. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. Field marks OA inl. 
field. Border of dots. 

AE, 13.91 g. (YN coll.), CAA 119V 1 


Four chalci. Nike, letter A, field marks. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. and OA field marks as before. 
AE, 8.12 g. (YN coll.), CAA 119V 6 


Two chalci. Nike, letter A, field marks. 
Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but letter A in 1. 


field. 
Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. Letters AT in 1. field. 
AE, 4.05 g. (YN coll.), CAA 119 6 


One chalcus. Nike, letter A, no field marks. 
Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but letter A in 1. 


field. 
Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. No field marks. 
AE, 3.13 g. (YN coll.), CAA 119 1 


One chalcus. Nike, letter A, four-peak tiara. 

Obv.: Finely executed portrait of Tigranes r. Tiara has 
four instead of the usual five points and the star con- 
sists of two crosses at 45° to each other. Vertical or- 
namental line on both sides of the star. To the 1. in 
the field a prominent letter A. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. with outstretched r. hand holding 
wreath and |. hand extending downward. Legend to 
r. downward BACIAEQC; to l. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 3.5 g. (JG coll.), CAA 120 152 


Two chalci. Nike, countermarked on obverse. 
Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with four-peaked tiara draped r., but 
countermarked & Il. of tiara. 
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Rev.: Nike advancing 1. with outstretched r. hand holding 
wreath and |. hand extending downward. Legend to 
r. downward BACIAEQC; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 4.30 g. (LS coll.), CAA 120V 2 


One chalcus. Nike, letter A, four-spike tiara. 

Obv.: Finely executed portrait of Tigranes r. Tiara has 
four sharp spikes instead of the usual five points. 
Fine dots ornament the tiara and form a cross, addi- 
tional dots in four quadrants give the appearance of 
eight-pointed star. In 1. field a prominent letter A. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. with outstretched r. hand holding 
wreath and |. hand extending downward. Legend to 
r. downward BACIAEQC; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 2.93 g. (MM 762), CAA 120V 2 


One chalcus? Nike, letter A, three-peak tiara. 

Obv.: Finely executed portrait of Tigranes r. Tiara has 
three instead of the usual five points. To the 1. in the 
field a prominent letter A. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. 

AE, (GH 163-503) il 


One chalcus. Nike, Damascus mint. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Nike advancing to 1., holding wreath with out- 
stretched r. hand and with 1]. hand extending down- 
ward holding a palm-branch. Legend to r. downward 
BAXIAEQ?; to 1. downward TITPANOY. Various field 
marks. 

AE, 2.67 g. (ER coll.), CAA 1138 1 


Half chalcus. Victory. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Tiara with four 
peaks. 

Rev.: Victory standing with both arms upraised. Legend to 
1. TIFPANOY (?). 

AE, 1.04 g. (PB coll.), CAA 125 1 


Two chalci. Cornucopia to r. ZA 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but tiara has 
one star and two eagles. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to the r. Above to the 1. 
and to the r. of cornucopia marks resembling bunch 
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of grapes. Legend to r. downward BAXIAEQS; to 1. 
downward BAXIAEQN / TITFPANOY. Various field 
marks. 

AE, 4.94 g. (YN coll.), CAA 104V 1 


One chalcus. Cornucopia to r. A 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to r. as before. 

AE, 2.07 g. (YN coll.), CAA 104V 47 


Two chalci. Cornucopia to 1. \ 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to the 1. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. downward BAXIAEQN / 
TIFPANOY. Various field marks. 

AE, 4.61 g. (YN coll.), CAA 105V 1 


One chalcus. Cornucopia to 1. \ 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to 1. as before. 

AE, 2.97 g. (YN coll.), CAA 105V 38 


Half chalcus. Cornucopia to 1. q 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to 1. as before. 

AE, 1.61 g. (YN coll.), CAA 105V dL 


One chalcus. Cornucopia. Inscription variety. \ 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Cornucopia with the upper half to 1. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQ® / BAZIAEQN; to 1. downward 
TITPANOY. 

AE, 3.55 g. (YN coll.), CAA 106V 2 


One chalcus. Cornucopia to r., overstruck on copper coin of 
Tyre (Phoenicia), Tyche/galley (130/29 B.C.). 

Obv.: Overstrike, bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
Undertype, head of the Tyche of Tyre r., wearing 
turreted crown, veil, earring, and necklace, behind 
palm-branch. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Overstrike, cornucopia with the upper half to r. as be- 
fore. 
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106+ 


Undertype, prow of galley with stem curving forward 
in volute. 
AE, 3.06 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 254, No. 248. 1 


One chalcus. Head of wheat. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Head of wheat with two leaves below it. Legend to r. 
downward BAXZIAEQY; to 1. downward BAXIAEQN / 
TITPANOY. 

AE, 2.10 g. (YN coll.), CAA 107 15 


Half chalcus. Head of wheat. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Head of wheat with two leaves as before. 

AE, 1.42 g. (YN coll.), CAA 107 16 


Small half chalcus (11 mm). Head of wheat. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Head of wheat with two leaves as before. 

AE, 1.00 g. (YN coll.), CAA 107V 1 


Half chalcus. Head of wheat. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Head of wheat with two leaves as before. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQE / BAXIAEQN; to 1. downward 
TITPANOY. Letters AH below it. 

AE, 1.45 g. (YN coll.), CAA 107V 2 


Half chalcus. Ear of corn. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Ear of corn with two leaves below it. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQ?; to l. downward BAZIAEQN / 
TITPANOY. Letters AH below it. 

AE, 1.86 g. (YN coll.), CAA 107V 1 


Two chalci. Cypress tree. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but letter A be- 
hind tiara, comet star and no eagles. 

Rev.: Cypress tree. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. 
downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 3.94 g. (YN coll.) 6 


One chalcus. Cypress tree. 
Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 
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Rev.: Cypress tree as before. 
AE, (GH 165-518) 2 


Two chalci. Palm-branch with flower. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but comet star 
and no eagles. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Palm-branch curved to 1. with flower. Legend to r. 
downward BAXLIAEQS; to 1. downward TIFPANOY. Be- 
low palm-branch in exergue AHM letters. 

AE, 4.67 g. (YN coll.), CAA 121 11 


One chalcus. Palm-branch with flower. 

Obv.: Large head of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Palm-branch curved to 1. with flower as before. 

AE, 2.85 g. (YN coll.), HAC 131 2 


One chalcus. Palm-branch. 

Obyv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Palm-branch curved to 1. Legend to r. downward 
BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward TITPANOY. Below palm- 
branch in exergue AHM letters. 

AE, 3.42 g. (EJ coll.), CAA 121 24 


Two chalci. Straight palm-branch. 

Obv.: Bust of young Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Palm-branch straight up. Legend as before. Below 
palm-branch in exergue HMO letters. 

AE, 4.20 g. (YN coll.), CAA 121V 24 


One chalcus. Tripod with field letters. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Comet star in- 
stead of star and two eagles. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tripod-lebes surmounted by holmos from which rise 
laurel twigs. Legend to r. downward BALIAEQS; to 1. 
downward TIIPANOY. Below tripod in exergue HMO 
letters. 

AE, 2.83 g. (YN coll.), CAA 122 12 


One chalcus. Tripod with straight legs. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Tripod-lebes surmounted by holmos, similar to the 
coin above, but tripod has straight legs. 

AE, 2.95 g. (EJ coll.), MA, CAA 122V 9 
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One chalcus. Anchor. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Anchor. No legend visible. 

AE, 2.61 g., HAC 129 i 


Two chalci. Club. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. Letter A to 1. of 
king’s head. Overstruck. 

Rev.: Club. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQY; to 1. down- 
ward TITPANOY. Below club in exergue AHM letters. 

AE, 4.06 g. (YN coll.), HAC 132 2 


One chalcus. Club. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes as before. 

Rev.: Club. Below club in exergue AH letters. 

AE, 2.17 g. (YN coll.), HAC 132 1 


Two chalci. Elephant to r., trunk down. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before. 

Rev.: Heavy-set elephant to r. with trunk down. Above 
BAXIAEQS; below TITPANOY. Various field marks. 

AE, 4.0 g., broken (CH coll.), CAA 123 4 


Four chalci. Elephant to r., trunk up. 

Obv.: Unusual head of Tigranes r. with tiara having a 
single star. 

Rev.: Elephant to r. with trunk up. Legend not visible. 
Uncertain letters in field. 

AE, 8.45 g. (YN coll.), CAA 123V 2 


Four chalci. Elephant to 1., letter A. 

Obv.: Unusual head of Tigranes r. with tiara having a 
single star. Letter A in 1. field. 

Rev.: Elephant to 1. with trunk up. Legend above BAXIA- 
EQ; below TITPANOY. Uncertain letters in field. 

AE, 6.97 g. (PB coll.), CAA 124 . 


Two chalci. Horse to 1., field marks. 

Obv.: Youthful-looking Tigranes r. with comet star on 
tiara. Traces of understrike. 

Rev.: Horse to 1. with head up. Traces of uncertain field let 
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ters above the horse. Legend to r. downward 
BACIAEQC; to l. downward TITPANOY. Below AHM 
letters. Traces of understrike. 

AE, 5.39 g. (YN coll.) 1 


120+ Half chalcus. Horse to r., grazing. 
Obv.: Youthful-looking Tigranes to r. with comet star and 
no eagles. King with a very short chin. 
Rev.: Horse to r., head down and grazing. Legend above 
the horse BALIAEQ3; below the horse TITPANOY. To 1. 
of horse letter M. 
AE, 1.89 g. (YN coll.), T-III, Nos. 9 and 10 2 


121* Half chalcus. Horse to r., grazing, field marks. 
Obv.: Youthful-looking Tigranes as before. 
Rev.: Horse to r., head down and grazing. Legend above 
the horse BALIAEQ; below the horse TITPANOY. To 1. 
of horse letters AHMO. 
AE, 1.75 g. (JG coll.), Foss 105 4 


122 Two chalci. Mt. Argaeus.3 
Obv.: Two heads clearly visible. One on 1. wearing a tall 
Armenian tiara. Traces of circular legend. 
Rev.: Two peaks of Mt. Argaeus. Traces of legend above 
peaks with -ICAP visible. Letter A in exergue. 
AE, 3.9 g. (JG coll.), CAA 128 2 


ARTAVASDES II 
(56-34 B.C.) 


Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.) succeeded his father Tigranes and was 
an ally of Rome, due to the peace treaty signed between Tigranes 
and Pompey. At this time Crassus was leading an army against 
the Parthians. Artavasdes advised Crassus to move through Ar- 
menia and avoid Parthian cavalry in open country. Crassus ig- 
nored the advice of Artavasdes. Armenia could not help Rome 
since Parthia had attacked Armenia. Crassus crossed the 
Euphrates River and met the Parthian cavalry near Carrhae in 53 


2 Donabedian, T-III, Nos. 9 and 10, 1.85 g. and 1.65 g.; Foss 105, 1.70 g.; Sp 1991- 
7887; GH 166-529; CNG XXVII-25, 1.94 g. 

3 Tigranes-Antiochus coppers, see the next chapter on “Coinage of the Armenian 
Kingdom of Commagene” under Antiochus I Theos. 
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B.C. The outcome was disastrous for Rome. Armenia made peace 
with Parthia, and Artavasdes gave his sister in marriage to 
Parthian crown prince Pacorus, the son of Orodes. The severed 
head of Crassus was carried to Artaxata where the marriage cer- 
emony was in progress. 

In 37 B.C., Antony began to recapture the lands Rome had lost. 
He sent Canidius to Armenia in an effort to persuade Artavasdes 
to sign an alliance with Rome. Canidius was successful in his 
mission since the Armenians were disputing with the Parthians 
over the territory of Atropatene. Antony followed the advice of Ar- 
tavasdes and attacked Parthia from Armenia, through the north. 
The Romans were defeated and Antony blamed Artavasdes. 
Antony invited Artavasdes to visit him in Alexandria, Egypt, but 
Artavasdes refused the invitation. In 34 B.C., Antony again in- 
vited Artavasdes to discuss a marriage between his six year old 
son Alexander and the daughter of Artavasdes. Then he suddenly 
invaded Armenia in the spring of 34 B.C. and marched on Artax- 
ata. This incursion forced Artavasdes to visit Antony in his 
camp, where he was betrayed and put in chains. Artavasdes, his 
queen, and two younger sons were taken to Egypt as prisoners. 
His eldest son, Artaxias, was crowned king by the Armenian no- 
bles, but he could not put up an organized resistance against 
Rome. Artaxias II escaped to Parthia for refuge. Armenia was 
plundered and declared a Roman province. 


Silver 
123 Tetradrachm. Quadriga. 

Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r., wearing ear-rings and five- 
pointed Armenian tiara adorned with a square eight- 
rayed star flanked by floral designs. A broad dia- 
dem knotted at the back and flowing downward en- 
circles the head. A single drape covers the neck. 
Bead-and-reel border. 

Rev.: Crowned charioteer driving a quadriga 1., and hold- 
ing the reins with the ]. hand. Legend above to r. 
BAZIAEQE / BAZIAEQN; below to r. APTAYAZAEQ / 
OEIOY. In 1. field monogram and letters indicating 
the year, all within laurel wreath. 

AR, 14.85 g. (ER coll.), Mousheghian 45, CAA 129 3 


124 Drachm. Quadriga. 
Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. wearing five-pointed Armenian 
tiara adorned with an eight-rayed star and two ea- 
gles which are back to back with their heads turned 
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and looking at each other. A diadem encircles the 
head and is knotted at the back, the ends falling 
down along the neck. A diagonal band ends under 
the drape which covers the neck. The king’s neck is 
covered with three necklaces. Fillet border. 

Rev.: Crowned charioteer driving a quadriga 1. as before, 
but the king holds in r. hand statue of Victory which 
is walking r. Legend above to r. BALIAEQY; below to 
r. BAXIAEQN / APTAYAZAOY. In the field a letter 
and a monogram. 


AR, 3.86 g. (YN coll.), CAA 130 12 
Copper 
125+ Four chalci. King’s figure standing, letter A. 

Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but letter A in 1. field. 
Traces of understrike. 

Rev.: King’s figure standing 1., holding a tall spear with 
outstretched r. hand and 1. hand resting on hips. Le- 
gend to r. downward BAZXIAEQY; to 1. downward 
BAXIAEQN / APTAYAZAOY. Traces of understrike. 

AE, 6.3 g. (JG coll.), CAA 134 6 

126 Two chalci. King’s figure standing. 

Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but without letter A. 

Rev.: King’s figure standing with a tall spear as before. 

AE, 5.2 g. (PB coll.), CAA 133 

127* Four chalci. Nike, letter A. 

Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but letter A in 1. field. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. Right hand extended out and 1. 
hand resting on hips. Legend to r. downward BAXIA- 
EQ; to 1. downward BALIAEQN / APTAYAZAOY. 

AE, (Kov V-179), CAA 1382V 8 

128 Two chalci. Nike, letter A. 

Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, letter A in 1. field. 

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. 

AE, 3.71 g. (YN coll.), CAA 132V 10 

129 One chalcus. Nike, letter A. 


Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, letter A in 1. field. 
Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. 
AE, (Sp 1992-1663), CAA 132V 2 
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130* Four chalci. Nike. 
Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but without letter A. 
Rev.: Nike advancing 1. holding a crown in extended r. 
hand. Left hand resting on hips. Legend to r. BALIA- 
EQ; to 1. downward BAXIAEQN / APTAYAZAOY. 
AE, 6.86 g. (MA coll.), CAA 132 3 


131 Two chalci. Nike. 
Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but without letter A. 
Rev.: Nike advancing 1. as before. 
AE, 4.86 g. (PB coll.), CAA 132 3 


132 Two chalci. Cypress tree. 
Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r. as before, but with letter A. 
Rev.: Cypress tree. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. 
downward BAXIAEQN / APTAYAZAOY. 
AE, 4.31 g. (MA coll.), CAA 135 12 


ALEXANDER 
(34-31 B.C.) 


Roman Occupation. 


No known coins. 


ARTAXIAS II 
(30-20 B.C.) 


Artaxias returned to his homeland with the assistance of the 
Parthians. He avenged the death of Artavasdes II, his father, by 
putting all the Romans to the sword. Upon Rome’s interference, 
the pro-Roman party assassinated Artaxias. 


Copper 
133* Two chalci. Nike. 

Obv.: Head of Artaxias r. with very high tiara. Traces of a 
large star on tiara and the king appears to be lightly 
bearded. 

Rev.: Nike standing r., holding wreath with ribbon in 1. 
hand. To 1. traces of clockwise legend BACIAEQC .... 

AE, 3.84 g. (YN coll.), CAA 136 18 
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TIGRANES III 
(20-8 B.C.) 


Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.), the brother of Artaxias who had been 
taken as prisoner to Rome, was crowned king of Armenia. Ac- 
cording to historian Hakob Manandian, Armenia fell completely 
under the Roman sphere of influence without even a war. 


Silver 
134 Drachm. King’s figure standing. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., slightly bearded and wearing a 
tall five-pointed tiara adorned with a large eight- 
pointed star. Fillet border. 

Rev.: King’s figure standing 1., draped in mantle and 
wearing a three-pointed tiara. With his outstretched 
r. hand he holds an uncertain object and 1. hand 
rests on a tall scepter or spear. Legend to r. down- 
ward BAXIAEQE / METAAOY; to 1. downward TITPA- 
NOY / ®IAOITATOPOX / KAI ®IAEAAHNOZ. 

AR, 3.83 g. (ANS coll.), CED, CAA 137 1 


135 Hemidrachm. Nike. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 
Rev.: Nike advancing to |. Legend to r. downward [BAZIA- 
EQE / METAAOY] (?); to 1. downward [T]ITPANOY. 
AR, 0.93 g. broken (YN coll.), T-III 1 


Copper 
136* Four chalci. Biga. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes turned r. Indistinct tiara. 
Rev.: King driving biga with galloping horses to 1. He is 
holding reins with 1. hand and palm-branch with r. 
Legend above to r. BACIAEQC / METAAOY; below to r. 
‘TITPANOY. 
AE, 6.18 g. (NJ coll.), CAA 141 7 


137 Two chalci. Biga. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes turned r. as before. 
Rev.: King driving biga as before. 
AE, 4.20 g. (TD coll.), CAA 141 1 


138* One chalcus. Warrior. 
Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a high tiara adorned 
with six-pointed star. Possibly lightly bearded. 
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Rev.: Warrior standing r. In his 1. hand he holds a large 
shield and in his r. a long horizontal spear. Legend 
to 1. upward BACIAEQC / MEIAAOY; to r. upward 
TIFPANOY. 

AE, 3.7 g. (JG coll.), CAA 139 3 


Two chalci. Nike, arms downward. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a high tiara adorned 
with six-pointed star. 

Rev.: Nike advancing to 1. holding crown in r. hand and 1. 
arm extending downward. Square legend reading 
clockwise, above to r. downward BALIAEQS; below to 
l. upside down, METAAOY; r. upward TIFPANOY; 
above to r. QEOY. 

AE, 3.95 g. (YN coll.), CAA 145 vi 


One chalcus. Nike, arms upraised. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a high tiara adorned 
with six-pointed star. 

Rev.: Nike advancing to r. with hands upraised. Square 
legend mostly off flan and not legible. 

AE, 2.08 g. (PB coll.), CAA 147 1 


Four chalci. Eagle. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., beardless, wearing a high five- 
pointed tiara adorned with a large eight-rayed star 
without eagles. The features of the king are rather 
coarse. 

Rev.: An eagle standing l. and holding an olive branch 
with its beak. Legend to 1]. upward BACIAEQC / 
MET AAOY; to r. upward TITPANOY. 

AE, 8.65 g. (JG coll.), CAA 138 3 


Two chalci. Eagle. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: An eagle standing 1. as before. 

AE, 5.04 g. (YN coll.), CAA 138 14 


One chalcus. Eagle. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: An eagle standing |. as before. 

AE, 3.23 g. (YN coll.), CAA 138 1 
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One chalcus. Thunderbolt. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes turned r., wearing a tiara adorned 
with a large star. 

Rev.: Thunderbolt bound with fillet. Legend above to r. 
BACIAEQC / METAAOY; below to r. TITPANOY. 

AE, 3.6 g. (JG coll.), CAA 142 3 


Four chalci. Elephant. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a tiara adorned with a 
large eight-pointed star. 

Rev.: Elephant to 1. with trunk down. Square legend read- 
ing clockwise, above to r. BALIAEQS; to r. downward 
METAAOY; below to 1. upside down TITPANOY; to r. 
upward OEOY. 

AE, 7.2 g. (JG coll.), CAA 143 6 


Two chalci. Elephant. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Elephant to |. with trunk down as before. 

AE, 4.61 g. (YN coll.), CAA 143 16 


One chalcus. Elephant. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Elephant to |. with trunk down as before. 

AE, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), CAA 143 1 


Two chalci. Horse to 1., square legend. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a high tiara adorned 
with six-pointed star. 

Rev.: Horse to l. with foreleg raised. Square legend read- 
ing clockwise, above to r. BAZIAEQY; to r. downward 
METAAOY; below to 1. upside down TITPANOY; to 1. 
upward OEOY. 

AE, 5.1 g. (JG coll.), CAA 144 11 


One chalcus? Horse to 1., three-sided legend. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a tall tiara adorned 
with a star. 

Rev.: Horse to 1. with head up and foreleg raised. Three- 
sided legend reading above the horse BAZIAEQX; be- 
low the horse TITPANOY; to 1. upward METrAAOY (?); 
illegible letters to r. 

AE, (GH 166-528) ii 
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Two chalci. Horse to 1., three-sided legend. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a tall tiara adorned 
with a ten-pointed star. 

Rev.: Horse to 1., with foreleg raised. Three-sided legend 
reading to r. downward BACIAEQC; to 1. downward 
MET AAOY; above the horse to r. TITPANOY. 

AE, 5.33 g. (PB coll.), AN-J XIII { 


Two chalci. Horse to r., three-sided legend. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a tall tiara. Over- 
struck or double struck. 

Rev.: Horse to r., with foreleg raised. Three-sided legend 
reading to 1. upward BALIAEQS; to r. downward il- 
legible inscription; below the horse to r. TITPANOY. 

AE, 5.78 g. (YN coll.) 1 


One chalcus? Horse to l., grazing. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a tall tiara adorned 
with a star. 

Rev.: Horse to 1. with head down and grazing. Three-sided 
legend reading above the horse BAZIAEQ3; below the 
horse TITPANOY; illegible letters to 1. 

AE, (GH 166-527) 1 


Two chalci. Half-horse. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r. wearing a tall tiara with large 
star. 

Rev.: Half-horse prancing 1. Legend to r. downward 
BAXIAEQE / METAAOY; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 4.1 g. (PB coll.), CAA 140 1 


One chalcus. Lion’s head. 

Obv.: Head of Tigranes r., wearing a high tiara adorned 
with six-pointed star. 

Rev.: Lion’s head to r. with mouth open. Square legend with 
different order; above to r. BALIAEQY; to r. TITPA- 
NOY; below METAAOY; to 1. QEOY. 

AE, 1.95 g. (AD coll.), T-III, CAA 146 3 
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TIGRANES IV 
(8-5 B.C.) 


Tigranes IV succeeded his father Tigranes III without the consent 
of Rome. A few years later he was dethroned. 


Copper 


155+ 


156 


157 


158+ 


159 


160+ 


Four chalci. Zeus. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. The tiara has 
five points and is surrounded with dotted pearls. Ar- 
menian tiara is adorned with a star and two eagles. 
The king has refined features. 

Rev.: Zeus seated on a throne |. Legend to r. downward 
BACIAE[QY] / TITPANOY; to 1. downward METAA[OY]. 

AE, 7.67 g. (AD coll.), T-IV, CAA 159 2 


Half chalcus. Zeus. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Zeus seated 1. Legend to |. of Zeus, remainder off 
flan. Possibly a square legend. 

AE, 1.4 g. (PB coll.), CAA 159 2 


Four chalci. Heracles. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing 1. Right hand 
holding a long spear and 1. a lion’s skin. Legend to 
r. downward BACIAEQC / TITPANOY; to 1. downward 
METAAOY. 

AE, 8.25 g. (JG coll.), CAA 153 2 


Two chalci. Heracles. Large module. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing 1. as before. 
Struck on large flan. 

AE, 5.60 g. (MA coll.), CAA 153 1 


Two chalci. Heracles. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing 1. as before. 

AE, 3.98 g. (PB coll.), CAA 154 8 


One chalcus. Heracles. 
Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 
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161+ 


162 


163+ 


164 


165+ 


166+ 


167* 


Rev.: Nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing 1. as before. 
AE, 2.5 g. (JG coll.), CAA 153 i 


Half chalcus. Heracles. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Nude Heracles (Vahagn) standing 1. as before. 

AE, 1.57 g. (YN coll.), CAA 153 if 


Four chalci. Victory with upright hands. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Victory standing r. Upraised r. hand is holding a 
wreath and |. arm holding cornucopia. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQE / TIFPANOY; to 1. downward 
METAAOY. 

AE, 6.50 g. (WM coll.), T-IV, CAA 148 3 


Two chalci. Victory with upright hands. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Victory standing r. as before. 

AE, 3.2 g. (JG coll.), CAA 148 4 


One chalcus. Victory with uplifted arms. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Winged Victory to r. with uplifted arms. Legend as 
before. 

AE, 2.1 g. (PB coll.), CAA 149 5 


One chalcus. Eagle to r. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. Tiara 
seems to have three or four peaks. 

Rev.: Eagle standing r. and facing serpent. Legend to 1. up- 
ward BACIAEQC/TIFPANOY; to r. upward METAAOY. 

AE, 2.18 g. (YN coll.), CAA 155 6 


Half chalcus. Eagle to 1. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Eagle standing 1. and facing serpent. Legend to r. 
downward BACIAEQC; to l. downward TIFPANOY / 
MET AAOY. 

AE, 1.4 g. (JG coll.), CAA 156 9 


One chalcus. Tree (or club). 
Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 


168+ 


169 


170+ 


171 


172» 


173+ 
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Rev.: A tree or branch of a tree (perhaps it should be con- 
sidered a club). Legend to r. downward BALIAEQS; to 
1. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 2.40 g. (LS coll.), CAA 157 4 


Half chalcus. Tree. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r., wearing tall tiara as before. 

Rev.: A tree or branch of a tree. Legend to r. downward 
BAXIAEQS; to 1. downward TIFPANOY. 

AE, 1.3 g. (JG coll.), CAA 157V 1 


Half chalcus. Palm-branch. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r., wearing tall tiara as before. 

Rev.: Palm-branch. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQS; to 1. 
downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 1.1 g. (JG coll.), CAA 157V 1 


One chalcus. Club and double-axe. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Club and double-axe. Legend to r. downward BAXIA- 
EQ; to 1. downward TITPANOY. 

AE, 2.6 g. (JG coll.), CAA 158 3 


Two chalci. Elephant to r. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Elephant walking r. with trunk up. Legend above 
BACIAEQC / TITPANOY; below to r. METAAOY. 

AE, 3.56 g. (PB coll.), CAA 151 1 


Two chalci. Elephant to 1. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Elephant walking 1. with trunk up. Legend above 
BACIAEQC / TITPANOY; below to r. METAAOY. 

AE, 4.74 g. (YN coll.), CAA 150 16 


Half chalcus. Elephant’s head. 

Obv.: Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. as before. 

Rev.: Elephant’s head to 1. with trunk up. Legend above 
BACIAEQC / TITPANOY; below to r. METAAOY. 

AE, 1.1 g. (JG coll.), CAA 152 4 
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ARTAVASDES III 
(5-2 B.C.) 


Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.), son of Artavasdes II, ascended the throne 
of Armenia with the assistance of the Roman army. The Armeni- 
ans rebelled against Rome and expelled Artavasdes III and the 
Roman army out of Armenia. 


Copper 
174 Four chalci. King’s figure standing. 

Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r. wearing five-pointed Arme- 
nian tiara adorned with a large star. 

Rev.: King’s figure standing to 1., 1. hand holding a tall 
spear and r. hand resting on a shield. Legend to r. 
downward BAZIAEQE / METAAOY; to 1. downward 
APTAYAZAOY. 

AE, 6.81 g. (PB coll.), CAA 160 11 


175 Two chalci. King’s figure standing. 
Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r. as before. 
Rev.: King’s figure standing to 1. as before. 
AE, 4.22 g. (PB coll.), CAA 160 1 


176« Half chalcus. King’s figure standing. 
Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r. as before. 
Rev.: King’s figure standing to 1. as before. 
AE, 1.1 g. (JG coll.), CAA 160 1 


177 Two chalci. Eagle on mountain. 

Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r. as before. 

Rev.: An eagle turned 1. and perched on the top of a moun- 
tain. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQE / METAAOY; 
to 1. downward APTA. 

AE, 4.50 g. (EJ coll.), CAA 2, AD, MA 5 


TIGRANES IV AND ERATO 
(2 B.C.-A.D. 1) 


Tigranes IV, son of Tigranes III, gained the Artaxiad throne with 
the assistance of the Parthians. He ruled together with his half-sis- 
ter and queen, Erato. Arrangement was made for Tigranes to re- 
ceive his crown from Augustus. In A.D. 1, he was killed in a war 
against the barbarians from the north. 
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Copper 
178 Two chalci. Fortune seated 1. 
Oby.: Jugate heads of heavily bearded head of Tigranes to 
r. accompanied by head of Queen Erato to r. 
Rev.: Fortune seated to |. on throne holding a cornucopia in 
1. hand, resting with r. on ankh. Legend to r. down- 
ward BAXIAEQE / TITPANOY; to 1. downward MEI A- 
AOY. Letters under seat vertical downward TEK 77, 
21, 43 (?). 
AE, 5.12 g. (YN coll.), T-V,4 CAA 161 11 


179» Two chalci. Half prancing horse. 
Obv.: Jugate heads as before. 
Rev.: Front half of prancing horse to r. Legend to r. down- 
ward BAXIAEQE / TIFPANOY; to 1. downward MET A- 
AOY. Letters TCV 77, 114, 124 (?). 
AE, 4.65 g. (AD coll.), T-V, CAA 162 2 


ARTAVASDES IV AND AUGUSTUS 
(A.D. 4-6) 


Following the tragic death of Tigranes IV, Gaius Caesar offered 
the throne of Armenia to Ariobarzanes of Atropatene (A.D. 2). The 
Armenian nobility was unwilling to accept him and rebelled. 
Gaius Caesar crushed the uprising, but he was wounded and two 
years later Ariobarzanes died accidentally. The throne was of- 
fered to Artavasdes IV (A.D. 4-6), the son of Ariobarzanes of At- 
ropatene. The Armenian princes rebelled and assassinated this 
foreign king. 


Silver 
180* Denarius. Artavasdes/Augustus. 

Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r., without a tiara. A diadem 
knotted at the back encircles the head and falls 
downward. Clockwise legend BALIAEQE METAAOY 
APTAYAZAOY. 

Rev.: Head of Augustus r. laureate. Clockwise legend, 
OEOY KA[IZAPOX] EYEPIETOY. 

AR, 5.1 g. (JG coll.), CAA 163 5 


4 Donabedian, T-V, No. 12, notes a four chalci specimen, 8.63 g. However, it is 
indicated that the head of Queen Erato is not visibe. 
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Copper 


181+ 


Four chalci. Artavasdes/Augustus. 
Obv.: Head of Artavasdes as before. Clockwise legend, 


Rev.: Head of Augustus 1. Traces of illegible cicular in- 


scription. 
AE, 6.65 g. (ER coll.), NE, CAA 164 1 
TIGRANES V 
(A.D. 6) 


Augustus sent Tigranes V to Armenia. He was distantly related to 
the Armenian Artaxiads. He was the grandson of Herod the Great 
of Judea, son of Alexander and Glaphyra, daughter of Archelaus 
of Cappadocia whose first wife was an Armenian Artaxiad. His 
reign was short-lived and Queen Erato was placed on the throne. 
Her reign also was short lived. 


Copper 


182+ 


183+ 


184 


Four chalci. Tigranes/Erato. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r., diademed and wearing stylized 
Armenian tiara. Clockwise legend, BACIAEYC BA- 
CIAEQN TITPANHC. 

Rev.: Bust of Queen Erato 1. Counterclockwise legend EP- 
ATo BACIAE@C TIFPANOY AAEA®H. 

AE, 7.0 g. (BN coll.), CAA 165 1 


Four chalci. Tigranes/Erato. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
BACIAEYC METAC NEOC TIFPANHC. 

Rev.: Bust of Queen Erato 1. Counterclockwise legend EP- 
AT@ BACIAE@C TITPANOY AAEA®H. 

AE, (VS coll.), CAA 166 3 


Four chalci. Tigranes/Augustus. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
BACIAEYC METAC NEOC TIFPANHC. 

Rev.: Head of Augustus 1. Counterclockwise legend, KAI- 
CAP OEOC OEOY YIOC CEBACTOC 

AE, 11.6 g. (JG coll.), CAA 167 3 
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VONONES 
(A.D. 8-16) 


After Tigranes V and Erato, the Artaxiad royal line became ex- 
tinct. Vonones was installed as king of Parthia in A.D. 8. The 
Parthians expelled him and Artabanus was placed on the Par- 
thian throne. Vonones escaped to Armenia and was installed on 
the throne of Armenia (A.D. 8-16). His tetradrachms and drachms 
were struck in Parthia according to the Parthian tradition. 
Vonones was not accepted by the Armenians and was forced to 
flee from Armenia. 


ARTAXIAS III 
(A.D. 18-34) 


Germanicus was sent to pacify the Armenians. He crowned Zeno, 
the son of Polemon of Pontus, as Artaxias III (A.D. 18-34). He did 
not strike coins of his own, but there are Roman silver coins 
commemorating the coronation. After Artaxias III, three more 
foreign rulers ascended the throne of Armenia, but did not strike 
any coins. The Artaxiad dynasty lasted around 250 years. 


Silver 
185 Romanized denarius (didrachm). Crowning of Artaxias. 

Obv.: Head of Germanicus r. Counterclockwise legend 
GERMANICVS CAESAR TI. AVG. F. COS. II. Border of 
dots. 

Rev.: To 1. Artaxias standing facing and holding tiara on 
his head with r. hand. To r. Germanicus standing 
facing and crowning Artaxias with r. hand. Left 
hand entwined around a long spear. Legend to 1. 
downward ARTAXIAS; to r. downward GERMAN- 
ICVS. Border of dots. 

AR, 7.50 g. (BM coll.), CAA 168, RPC 3629 6 


186 Romanized denarius (drachm). Crowning of Artaxias. 
Obv.: Head of Germanicus r. as before. 
Rev.: Crowning of Artaxias as before. 
AR, 3.14 g. (BN coll.), CAA 168, RPC 3630 3 
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COINAGE OF 
THE ARMENIAN KINGDOM OF COMMAGENE 
(ca. 163 B.C.-A.D. 72) 


PTOLOMAEUS 
(ca. 163 B.C.) 


The provinces of Commagene and Sophene were originally part of 
Armenia. The Seleucids forced their separation from Armenia 
Major and jointly they became an independent kingdom in the 
third century B.C. In the late third century B.C., Commagene was 
separated from Sophene and fell under Seleucid domination. Dur- 
ing the reign of Satrap Ptolomaeus (ca. 163 B.C.), Commagene de- 
clared its independence. 

The kings of Commagene issued coins from 96 B.C. to A.D. 72. 
Coins issued beyond the noted period portray M. Aurelius, L. 
Verus, Commodus, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, etc., indicating that 
Commagene was a Roman province and not an independent state. 
Therefore, they are not included in this catalogue. 


No known coins. 


MITHRIDATES I CALLINICUS 
(96-70 B.C.) 


Tigranes the Great absorbed Commagene and made it a part of 
his empire. Apparently, Mithridates accepted the suzerainty of Ti- 
granes and was permitted to strike coins. 


Copper 
187* Two chalci. Athena. 
Obv.: Bust of Mithridates r., beardless, wearing pointed 
tiara with flaps down and behind neck. 
Rev.: Athena wearing helmet and long chiton, standing 1.; 
r. hand extended while 1. hand supports spear; a 
large shield rests at her feet. Legend to r. downward 
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188 


189 


190+ 


191+ 


192+ 
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[BA]CIAEQC; to 1. downward [MIJOPAAATOY / [KAA- 


AIJNIKOY. 
AE, (Sp 1979-5061), CSC 20 10 


One chalcus. Athena. 

Obv.: Bust of Mithridates r. as before. 

Rev.: Athena wearing helmet as before. 

AE, 4.54 g. (PB coll.), CSC 21 3 


One chalcus. Pegasus. 

Obv.: Bust of Mithridates r., wearing tall pointed tiara, 
with ties ending in bow at back of head and long 
strands falling down over back of neck. 

Rev.: Pegasus with curved wings 1.; below, sword. Legend 
above BACIAEQC; below MIOPAAATOY. 

AE, 3.47 g. (ANS coll.), CSC 22 1 


One chalcus. Palm-branch. 

Obv.: Eagle turned r. and holding palm-branch under 1. 
wing. 

Rev.: Palm-branch upward and curving r. Legend to 1. up- 
ward BACIAEQC / MIOPAAATOY; to r. upward 
KAAAINIKOY. 

AE, 4.63 g. (Sch Apr. 1989-154), CSC 23 4 


One chalcus. Winged caduceus. 

Oby.: Eagle turned r. as before. 

Rev.: Winged caduceus. Legend to r. downward BACIA- 
EQC; to 1. downward MIOPAAATOY / KAAAINIKOY. 

AE, 3.95 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 217, No. 4, CSC 24 2 


Half chalcus. Inscription.! 
Obv.: Bust of Mithridates 1., wearing conical tiara. Border 


of dots. 
Rev.: Clockwise legend BACIAEwC MIOPAAATO. 
AE, 1.24 g. (YN coll.), Kov VIII-81 1 


1 Attribution of these copper coins (Rev.: club; legend “BACIAEQC MI@PAA[ATOY]” 
and circular inscription) to Mithridates I Callinicus is not absolute. Warwick 
Wroth (BMC p. 102) reviews the conclusion of a few classical numismatists on this 
subject. They could belong to Mithridates of Lesser Armenia or Armenia minor 
(163-130 B.C.), Mithridates Callinicus as listed above, or Mithridates the eldest son 
of Mithridates I Callinicus. P. Z. Bedoukian (HAC p. 15, Nos. 2-4) assigns these 
types to Mithridates of Early Armenia (163-130 B.C.). 
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193 Two chalci. Club, king facing 1. 
Obv.: Bust of Mithridates 1. as before. 
Rev.: Club. Legend above BALZIAEQ; below MIOPA[AA- 
TOY], all within laurel wreath. 
AE, 5.0 g. (JG coll.), BMC p. 102, No. 1 1 


194" Two chalci. Slender club, king facing 1. 
Obv.: Bust of Mithridates 1. as before. 
Rev.: Club as before, but slender. 
AE, 3.9 g. (JG coll.), BMC p. 102, No. 1 1 


195* Two chalci. Club, king facing r. 
Obv.: Bust of Mithridates r., wearing conical tiara. Border 
of dots. 
Rev.: Club. Legend above BALIAEQ; below MIOPAAA- 
T[OY], all within laurel wreath. 
AE, 5.9 g. (JG coll.) al 


ANTIOCHUS I THEOS 
(69-34 B.C.) 


The reign of Antiochus overlaps Tigranes the Great and Artavas- 
des II of Armenia Major. Commagene was under the control of 
Tigranes the Great when Antiochus’ reign began. The portrait 
and tiara on the coins of Antiochus, if not identical, certainly 
resemble those of Tigranes the Great. One would conclude that 
either he accepted the suzerainty of Tigranes or struck his coins 
after Tigranes lost control of Commagene. He was descended 
from the Orontids of Armenia and the Persian Achaemenids, 
according to an inscription at the mausoleum which he erected at 
Nemrud Dagh in the Taurus Mountains. His rule was confirmed 
by Pompey with the addition of Samosata. However, he was 
attacked by Antony in 38 B.C., and survived a siege in Samosata 
until the late thirties. In 34 B.C. Commagene became a Roman 
province, and Antiochus was put to death by Augustus in 29 B.C. at 
Rome. 


Copper 
196 Two chalci. Lion. 
Obv.: Bust of beardless Antiochus r., wearing tiara of 
Tigranes the Great, having eight-pointed star and 
eagles back to back facing. 
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Rev.: Lion of Commagene walking r. Legend above BA- 
XIAEQY; below ANTIOXOY. 
AE, 7.79 g. (YN coll.), CAA 126, CSC 25 19 


197 One chalcus. Lion. 
Obv.: Bust of beardless Antiochus r. as before. 
Rev.: Lion of Commagene as before. 
AE, 2.95 g. (PB coll.), CSC 27 2 


198 Two chalci. Eagle. 
Obv.: Bust of beardless Antiochus r. as before. 
Rev.: Eagle standing on branch r. Legend above BAZIA- 
EQ; below ANTIOXOY. 
AE, 6.00 g. (PB coll.), CSC 26 1 


Antiochus Theos was succeeded by his son Mithridates II, who 
fought on the side of Marc Antony. Mithridates II was dethroned 
by Octavian and replaced by his brother Antiochus II, who was 
succeeded by Mithridates III, who in turn was followed by Anti- 
ochus III. Upon his death, Commagene was annexed to Syria by 
Tiberius until A.D. 38. 


ANTIOCHUS IV EPIPHANES 
(A.D. 38-72) 


Antiochus IV Epiphanes was appointed king of Commagene by 
Caligula. He was subsequently deposed by Caligula, but regained 
his kingdom upon the accession of Claudius in A.D. 41. He ruled 
together with his half-sister and queen, Iotape. His kingdom in- 
cluded eastern Cilicia and Lycaonia. In A.D. 72, he was accused 
of conspiring with the Parthians against Rome, deprived of his 
kingdom and retired to Rome. His coins emulated Roman coin 
designs and do not reflect the Armenian tradition of his predeces- 
sors. 


Copper 
19% Scorpion. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BACIAEYC MEI ANTIOXOC EIII. Border of 


dots. 
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201+ 


202 


203+ 


205« 


Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN; all 
within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 
AE, 14.02 g. (NJ coll.), BMC p. 106, No. 1, RPC 3856 21 


Scorpion. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAZIAEYE METAL ANTIOXOC. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN; all 
within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 14.15 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 106, No. 7, RPC 3857 17 


Scorpion to r. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAXIAEYE M / ETAY ANTIOXOS. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion to r. Horizontal legend, above KOMMA; be- 
low THNQN; all within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 14.02 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 106, No. 7V 1 


Scorpion, struck in Lacanatis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAZIAEY2 ME[I'AZ] ANTIOXOEX. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend AAKANATQN; all within 
laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, (GH 166-498), BMC p. 108, No. 21, RPC 3864 14 


Scorpion, struck in Lycaonia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BACIAEYC METAC ANTIOXOC. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend AYKAONQN; all within 
laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 16.23 g. (YN coll.), RPC 3533 11 


Scorpion, struck in Cietis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAXIAEYZ MErAL ANTIOXOZ EMI®A. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion; crescent to 1. Legend to r. upward KIHTQON. 
Border of dots. 

AE, 10.18 g. (BM coll.), RPC 3703 7 


Capricorn. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BACI. MEI’. ANTIOXOC EIII. Border of dots. 


206+ 


207+ 


208+ 


209» 


210+ 


211 
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Rev.: Capricorn r., above a star, beneath an anchor. Clock- 
wise legend KOMMATHNQN; all within laurel 
wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 6.41 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 107, No. 11V, RPC 3855V 15 


Two cornucopias. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BACI. ANTIOXOC. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Two crossed cornucopias. Legend above on two lines 
KOM / MA; 1. T; r. H; below NQN. Border of dots. 

AE, 5.14 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 107, No. 16V, RPC 3859V 10 


Artemis, struck in Anemurium, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BAZIAEYE ME[rAL ANTIOXOYX]. 

Rev.: Artemis wearing long chiton, standing r., with bow, 
r. hand draws arrow from quiver over shoulder; to r. 
at her feet a stag. Legend to 1. downward ANEMOY- 
PIEQN. 

AE, 10.45 g. (Sch Oct. 1988-446), RPC 3704 7 


Four chalci. Apollo, struck in Celenderis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BAZLIAEYE METAL ANTIOXOZ. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Apollo standing 1., resting 1. arm on column, upon 
which a tripod is placed; his r. hand outstretched. 
Clockwise legend KEAENAEPITON. Letters in 1. field. 

AE, 15.98 g. (Sch Oct. 1988-447), RPC 3710 4 


Two chalci. Apollo, struck in Celenderis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Legend to 1. upward 
BAXIAEY3; to r. upward ANTIOXOY. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Apollo standing 1. as before. Legend to r. downward 
KEAENAEPI. Letters in 1. field. 

AE, 8.36 g. (Sch Oct. 1985-136), RPC 3709 10 


One chalcus. Apollo, struck in Celenderis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. 

Rev.: Apollo standing 1. as before. 

AE, 4.15 g. (Sch Oct. 1985-145), RPC 3709 3 


Apollo, struck in Selinus, Cilicia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., diademed. Counterclockwise le- 
gend BACIAEYC METAC ANTIOXOC. Border of dots. 
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Rev.: Apollo standing, facing, with patera and scepter; be- 
low to r. raven. Counterclockwise legend CEAI- 
NOYCIOQN. Border of dots. 


AE, 10.35 g. (BM coll.), RPC 3701 5 
212» Hero, struck in Sebaste, Cilicia Tracheia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., diademed. Legend to 1. BAXIA- 
EY; to r. ANTIOXOX. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Hero (nude figure) draped with chlamys, standing l. 
on prow of galley, outstretched r. arm holds a lamp. 
Legend to r. downward LEBALTHNQN. Border of 
dots. 
AE, 5.73 g. (MM 159), RPC 3721 4 
213 Tyche, struck in Sebaste, Cilicia Tracheia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., diademed and draped. Clock- 
wise legend BALIAIEYE [ANTIOXOY)]. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Tyche standing 1., with rudder and uncertain object. 
Legend to 1. upward EEBAZTHNOQN. Border of dots. 
AE, 8.05 g. (BN coll.), RPC 3722 1 
ANTIOCHUS IV AND IOTAPE 
(A.D. 38-72) 
Copper 
214 Two chalci. Iotape, struck in Anemurium, Cilicia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., beardless, diademed and 
draped. Clockwise legend [ANTIOXOY] EITIMANHX. 
Rev.: Bust of Queen Iotape r., diademed and draped. Clock- 
wise legend ANEMOYPIEQN? 
AE, (GH 171-433), RPC 3707 3 
215 One chalcus. Iotape, struck in Anemurium, Cilicia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BACIAEYC ANTIOXO[C]. 
Rev.: Bust of Queen Iotape r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BACIAICCHC ANEMOY. 
AE, 3.05 g., RPC 3708 2 
216+ Queen seated, struck in Sebaste, Cilicia Tracheia. 


Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., diademed and draped. Clock- 
wise legend BAXIAIEYE META‘...... 
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Rev.: Queen Iotape seated on her throne to 1., with patera 
and Scepter. Legend to 1. BALZIAIZ&A; to r. IQTATIH; 
below TEBAZTHNEN. 


AE, 8.65 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 221, No. 31, RPC 3717 3 
217 Queen seated, struck in Sebaste, Cilicia Tracheia. Variety. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAXIAIEY2 M[ETAz] ANTIOXOY / NAO. 
Rev.: Queen Iotape seated on her throne as before. Clock- 
wise legend to 1. EEBAZLTHNQN MHTPOITIOAEQE 
BAXIAIZIA IQTATIH. 
AE, 10.44 g. (BM coll.), RPC 3719 2 
218 Female seated, struck in Corycus, Cilicia. 
Obv.: Bust of Antiochus r., diademed and draped. Clock- 
wise legend BACIAIEOC METAAOY ANTIOXOY. 
Rev.: Female figure seated on her throne to 1., holding pat- 
era. Legend to 1. upward KQPYKIQTON. 
AE, 8.94 g. (BN coll.), RPC 3712 3 
IOTAPE 
(A.D. 38-72) 
Copper 


21% Scorpion. 


221 


Obv.: Bust of Queen Jotape r., diademed and draped. Clock- 
wise legend BACIAICA IOQTAIIH ®IAAAEA[®OC]. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN; all 
within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 12.11 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 109, No. 1V, RPC 3853V 16 


Scorpion, struck in Lacanatis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Queen Iotape r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAXIAIZIA IQTAIIH ®IAAAEA®OSY. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend AAKANATQN; all within 
laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 14.40 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 222, No. 37, RPC 3865 4 


Scorpion, struck in Lycaonia. 
Obv.: Bust of Queen Iotape r. as before. Clockwise legend 
BAXIAIZY[A IQTA]TIH PIAAAEA®OSY. Border of dots. 
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222+ 


223+ 


Rev.: Scorpion. Clockwise legend [AY]KAONQN; all within 
laurel wreath. Border of dots. 
AE, 16.34 g., RPC 3534 2 


Artemis, struck in Selinus, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Queen IJotape r., diademed and draped. Coun- 
terclockwise legend IwTAIIH BACIAICCA. Border of 
dots. 

Rev.: Artemis wearing long chiton, standing r., with bow, 
r. hand draws arrow from quiver over shoulder; to r. 
at her feet a stag. Legend to 1. downward CEAIN / 
OYCI@N. Border of dots. 

AE, 3.87 g. (Sch Oct. 1990-351), RPC 3702 15 


Figure, struck in Anemurium, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Bust of Queen Iotape r., diademed and draped. Le- 
gend to 1. upward BAXIAIZ2A; to r. upward IOQTATIH. 
Border of dots. 

Rev.: Male figure standing 1., with aphlaston and scepter. 
Legend to r. downward ANEMOYPIEQN. Border of 
dots. 

AE, 4.69 g. (Sch Apr. 1988-179), RPC 3706 8 


Apollo, struck in Corycus, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Veiled head of Queen Iotape r. Legend to 1. upward 
BAXIAIZXA; to r. upward IOTATIH. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Apollo standing r., firing bow to r. Legend to l. 
downward KQPYKIQT. Border of dots. 

AE, 7.09 g., RPC 3713 1 


EPIPHANES AND CALLINICUS 
(A.D. 72) 


Epiphanes and Callinicus probably attempted to retain their fa- 
ther’s throne after he was deposed, and jointly issued coins. How- 
ever, some of the coins attributed to them may have been struck 
while Antiochus IV was king of Commagene. 


Copper 


225+ 


Epiphanes/Callinicus, struck in Selinus, Cilicia. 
Obv.: Bust of Epiphanes r., diademed. Counterclockwise le- 
gend BACIAEYC METAC EIII®ANH; to the r. in front 
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226+ 


227 


228+ 


229» 


230 
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of the head CEAI. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Bust of Callinicus to r., diademed. Counterclockwise 
legend BACIAEYC MEIAC KAAAINIKOC. Border of 
dots. 

AE, 7.52 g. (CNG XX-373), Babelon p. 222-38, Levante 19 6 


Capricorn. 

Obv.: Epiphanes and Callinicus each wearing chlamys, 
riding 1. Legend below BACIAEQC [YIOI]. Border of 
dots. 

Rev.: Capricorn r., above a star, beneath an anchor. 
Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN; all within laurel 
wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 7.48 g. (YN coll.), RPC 3861 21 


Capricorn, struck in Lacanatis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Epiphanes and Callinicus riding 1. as before. 

Rev.: Capricorn r. as before. Clockwise legend AAKANA- 
TQN; all within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 7.77 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 111, No. 9, RPC 3866 4 


Capricorn, struck in Lycaonia. 

Obv.: Epiphanes and Callinicus riding 1. as before. 

Rev.: Capricorn r. as before. Clockwise legend AAKAO- 
NQN; all within laurel wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 6.99 g. (Sch Oct. 1988-437), RPC 3535 1 


Armenian tiara. 

Obv.: Anchor between two crossed cornucopias, each sur- 
mounted by the heads of Callinicus and Epiphanes, 
above anchor a star. Clockwise legend [BACIAEQC 
YIOI]. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Armenian tiara ornamented with scorpion. Clock- 
wise legend KOMMATHNQN;; all within laurel 
wreath. Border of dots. 

AE, 6.65 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 110, No. 8, RPC 3860 7 


Armenian tiara, struck in Lacanatis, Cilicia. 

Obv.: Heads of Callinicus and Epiphanes as before. 

Rev.: Armenian tiara as before. Clockwise legend AAKA- 
NATQN. 

AE, 7.95 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 223, No. 45, RPC 3867 3 
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231 Armenian tiara, struck in Lycaonia. 
Obv.: Heads of Callinicus and Epiphanes as before. 
Rev.: Armenian tiara as before. Clockwise legend AYKA- 


ONQN. 
AE, 6.60 g. (BN coll.), Babelon p. 223, No. 46, RPC 3536 L 
PHILOPAPPOS 
(A.D. 72) 


Philopappos never ruled in Commagene, nevertheless he is con- 
sidered the last king. Later he became an Athenian citizen, and 
consul in Rome in A.D. 100. 


Copper 
232 Athena, struck in Selinus, Cilicia. 
Oby.: Youthful bust of Philopappos r., diademed. Counter- 
clockwise legend ®IAOTIA / TIIIO. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Head of Athena r. Counterclockwise legend CEAI- 
NOYCI. 
AE, 1.71 g. (EK coll.), Levante 23 1 


STATE COINAGE OF COMMAGENE 
(ca. A.D. 72) 


These smaller denomination coins are dated A.D. 72 and one 
might justly assume that they should be dated so because of their 
fabric and design. However, it is possible that some were struck 
while Antiochus IV was ruling the country. 


Copper 
233+ Hands/anchor. 
Obv.: Two clasped hands holding a caduceus. Legend 
above III ; below TI 2. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Anchor. Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN. Border 
of dots. 
AE, 3.90 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 112, No. 1, RPC 3863 6 


234 Hands/anchor, struck in Lycaonia. 
Obv.: Two clasped hands holding a caduceus. Legend 
above III 2; below TI £. Border of dots. 
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Rev.: Anchor. Clockwise legend AYKAONQN. Border of 
dots. 
AE, 3.27 g., RPC 3537 1 


235+ Capricorn/scorpion.? 
Obv.: Capricorn r., above a star. 
Rev.: Scorpion, on r. a star. 
AE, 2.87 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 112, No. 4, RPC 3916 17 


236+ Capricorn/Armenian tiara. 
Obv.: Capricorn r., above a star. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Armenian tiara. Clockwise legend KOMMATHNQN. 
Border of dots. 
AE, 4.01 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 112, No. 7, RPC 3862 8 


CITY COINAGE OF SAMOSATA 
(31 B.C. -A.D. 38) 


Pompey added Samosata to the kingdom of Antiochus I Theos. The 
city coins of Samosata can be dated tentatively 31 B.C. to A.D. 38. 
One must keep in mind that Antiochus I had a lion on the reverse 
of his coins similar to some of the coins of Samosata. 


Copper 
237+ Zeus/lion r. 
Obv.: Head of Zeus r., laureate. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Lion walking r. Legend above ZLAMO; below CAT® 
off the flan. Border of dots. 
AE, 6.22 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 116, No. 3, RPC 3851 6 


238 Four chalci. Lion/Tyche. 
Obv.: Lion walking r. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Tyche seated r. on rock, holding a palm-branch in r. 
hand. Legend to 1. upward EFAMOZATQ; to r. upward 
MOAEQY. Border of dots. 
AE, 11.63 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 116, No. 6, RPC 3849 7 


239 Two chalci. Lion/Tyche. 
Obv.: Lion walking r. Border of dots. 
Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Border of dots. 
AE, 6.95 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 116, No. 8, RPC 3850 6 


2In RPC this coin was given to Cyprus. 
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240+ One chalcus. Lion/Tyche. 

Obv.: Lion walking r. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to 1. upward 
[CA]MOCATQ; to r. upward [IIO]AEQC. Border of dots. 

AE, 2.89 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 116, No. 4, RPC 3850 6 

241 Four chalci. Eagle/Tyche. 

Obv.: Eagle turned r. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. on rock, holding palm-branch in r. 
hand. Legend to 1. upward EAMOZATQ; to r. upward 
MOAEQY. Border of dots. 

AE, 12.68 g. (BM coll.), BMC p. 117, No. 15, RPC 3848 1 

242 Two chalci. Eagle/Tyche. 

Oby.: Eagle turned r. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche seated r. as before. Legend to 1. upward 
CAMOCATQ; to r. upward IIOAEQC. Border of dots. 

AE, 6.51 g. (YN coll.), BMC p. 117, No. 15, RPC 3848V 1 

243 Eagle/Zeus. 

Obv.: Eagle turned r. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Zeus wearing himation over lower limbs, seated l., 
holding Nike in r. hand, scepter in 1. hand. Legend 
CAMOCAT®o. 

AE, (BM coll.), BMC p. 117, No. 16 1 

UNKNOWN RULER 
Copper 
244+ Armenian tiara. 


Obv.: Armenian tiara with four peaks facing |. Six-rayed 
star to the r. of the tiara and A in 1. field. Inexplica- 
ble circular inscription in Greek. 

Rev.: Horse to r. Inexplicable circular inscription in 
Greek. 

AE, 9.84 g. (YN coll.), LS 16 


102 


COINAGE OF CILICIAN ARMENIA 
(1080-1375) 


ARSACIDS OF ARMENIA 
(A.D. 53-428) 


In A.D. 58, the last foreign ruler was driven out of Armenia. 
Tiridates I (A.D. 53-75), brother of Vologases I (A.D. 51-78), king of 
Persia, was crowned king of Armenia. His accession to the throne 
of Armenia heralded the beginning of a new dynasty which would 
last four centuries. Unfortunately, there appears to be no Arme- 
nian coinage from this period. Some of the most brilliant pages of 
Armenian history was written at this time: conversion of Arme- 
nia to Christianity (301), the invention of Armenian alphabet 
(405), translation of Holy Bible into Armenian (ca. 435), and 
golden age of Armenian literature (fifth century). The last 
Arsacid ruler of Armenia was Artaxias IV (423-428). 


PERIOD OF GOVERNORS AND 
FOREIGN DOMINATION 


After the fall of Armenian Arsacid dynasty, eastern Armenia 
was ruled by marzpans (Persian governors) and western Arme- 
nia was ruled by curopalatus (governors), mostly Armenian. One 
of the most significant events of this period was the battle of 
Avarair which took place on June 2, 451. Here the Armenians 
fought against the Persians to retain their Christian identity, 
although outnumbered five to one by the Persian army. Armeni- 
ans lost the battle of Avarair, but were allowed to practice their 
Christian religion. In 653, Armenia fell under Arab domination. 


BAGRATID DYNASTY OF ARMENIA 
(885-1045) 


In 885 Ashot, a Bagratid Armenian prince, was crowned as king 
of Armenia, beginning a new dynasty. During the Bagratid reign 
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the Armenians did not strike money, but made great strides in 
architecture, agriculture, and commerce. Gagik II (1042-1045) was 
the tenth and last king of this dynasty when Byzantium treacher- 
ously took over his kingdom, and exiled him to Caesarea. In 1064, 
Turkic hordes poured out of central Asia and occupied Ani, the 
former Bagratid Armenian capital. 


ROUPENIAN DYNASTY 
(1080-1375) 


After the fall of Ani to Byzantium, and later to the Turks, the Ar- 
menians began migrating out of Armenia proper. They traveled 
to the northern shores of the Black Sea and Poland, and to the west 
and southwestern regions of Byzantine Empire. The Greeks could 
not even tolerate an Armenian king in exile. Gagik II was mur- 
dered in A.D. 1079 in the fortress of Cyzistra, west of Caesarea. 
The murder of Gagik unfurled the revolt by the Armenians 
against the Byzantine Empire in 1080 under the banner of Roupen 
I, a prince who had served King Gagik II. 


BARONIAL PERIOD 
(1080-1198) 


ROUPEN I 
(1080-1095) 


Roupen I seized the fortress of Partzrpert and issued a declaration 
of independence. Many Armenians with their nobility already 
had migrated to Cilicia and settled in the Taurus Mountains, and 
some occupied important posts in the Byzantine Empire. Here 
Roupen found fertile soil for his revolt and planted the seeds of an 
Armenian dynasty which lasted three hundred years. 


Copper 
245+ Cross. 
Obv.: Cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ fhuwhRbu (Roupen). 
Rev.: Cross. Clockwise legend, 
+Uwnw wy (servant of God). 
AE, 2.21 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1 and 1a, R-I 17 
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GOSDANTIN I 
(1095-1100) 


Gosdantin I succeeded his father, Roupen I. In 1097, the First Cru- 
sade crossed into Asia Minor and passed through the Cilician 
mountains; after a brief stop at Anazarbus, they proceeded to lib- 
erate Antioch in 1098. The Armenians readily came to the aid of 
the Crusaders and supplied them with needed food and military 
supplies. Armenian assistance to the Crusaders played an impor- 
tant role in their early success. In a recent paper on the coinage of 
Roupen I, Bedoukian attributes a copper coin to Baron Roupen I 
which was previously given to Baron Gosdantin I.! No coin is 
assigned to this baron. 


No known coins. 


TOROS I 
(1100-1123) 


Toros I, the son and successor of Gosdantin I, organized the mint 
and expanded and strengthened the Armenian domain. He main- 
tained good relations with Byzantium and the Crusaders. Assisted 
by the Franks of Antioch, he repulsed the Turks and seized most 
of Cilicia. Two years later, when the Turks attacked again rav- 
aging Melitene and Harthan, they were annihilated and their 
leader was captured. Armenia suffered a major attack by the 
Seljuk sultan Malik Shah (1107-1116) of Iconium in 1111. At first 
Toros sustained heavy losses, but won a decisive victory and 
forced the sultan to retreat from Cilicia. 


Copper 
246+ Cross. 
Obv.: Cross in the center. Clockwise legend. 
fenrnu ne[%h] (Toros son). 
Rev.: Cross. Legend in the field, 
MAR-1Le (PMARRELA UALR ANY, ] 
(of Roupen with prayers). 
AE, 2.5 g. (JG coll.), CCA 2 and 2a, Karapetian 12 


1p. Z. Bedoukian, “Coinage of Roupen I (1080-1095),” Handes Amsorya, Vol. CV 
(1991), pp. 123-126. 
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LEVON I 
(1123-1138) 


Levon I succeeded his brother Toros I. Levon expanded his terri- 
tory to the Mediterranean Sea. At this time, relations between the 
Franks and Armenians were less than amicable. The Armenian 
fort of Sarvantikar, on the lower Jihoun River, was claimed by 
the Franks. In 1136, the prince of Antioch, Raymond de Poitiers, 
lured Levon into a trap and held him prisoner. In 1137, the count 
of Edessa, Joscelin II, related to Levon by marriage, intervened 
and secured Levon’s release by a harsh but an honorable agree- 
ment. They signed an alliance against the Byzantine Emperor 
who was making claims to Cilicia and Antioch. No coins are at- 
tributed to Baron Levon I. 


No known coins. 


BYZANTINE RULE 
(1138-1144) 


A Byzantine-Turkish alliance invaded Cilicia and defeated the 
Armenians and Crusaders; Levon with his family was taken as 
prisoner to Constantinople. Levon died in prison; his eldest son 
Roupen, was blinded and killed by the Greeks. 


TOROS II 
(1144-1168) 


Toros II, Levon’s second son, was able to escape from Con- 
stantinople, reach Cyprus, and then proceeded to Antioch. With the 
assistance of Prince Raymond, he penetrated into the Amanus 
Mountains where thousands of volunteers joined him to shake the 
Byzantine yoke. One after another Toros liberated the Armenian 
cities. In 1156, the Seljuk sultan Massoud of Iconium invaded 
Cilicia at Byzantium’s instigation, but was repulsed by combined 
Armenian and Crusader forces. Massoud died and his son Kilij 
Arslan II (1156-1192) made peace with Toros in 1158. Due to con- 
tinuous animosity between Byzantium and the Armenians, the 
Greek governor of Tarsus invited Stephen, the brother of Toros, to 
a feast and killed him. In revenge, Toros ordered the massacre of 
a great number of Greeks. If it were not for the intervention of 
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Amaury, king of Jerusalem, open warfare would have broken out 
between the Byzantine Emperor and Baron Toros. 


Copper 
247+ Castle. 
Obv.: Cross in the center. Clockwise legend, 
fNPNU 38U,USh (?) (Toros by the grace of God ?). 
Rev.: Castle or gate. Letters or symbols in the field to the r. 
and l., 
Ue-NU, (?) 
AE, 1.3 g. (JG coll.), CCA 3 4 


MLEH 
(1168-1175) 


Toros II, before his death, abdicated in favor of his son Roupen, a 
minor. Mleh, a brother of Toros, usurped the throne. Emperor 
Manuel of Byzantium recognized him as the baron of Cilician 
Armenia in 1173. He had many enemies and was disliked. He 
was assassinated by his soldiers in Sis. No coins are ascribed to 
Mleh. 


No known coins. 


ROUPEN II 
(1175-1187) 


Mleh was succeeded by Roupen II, the son of Mleh’s brother 
Stephen. After reigning for several years, Roupen became disillu- 
sioned by political events; he abdicated in favor of his brother 
Levon and became a monk. 


Copper 
248+ Castle with two platforms/cross. 
Obv.: Castle gate with two tiers of projecting platforms on 
either side of the tower. Clockwise legend, 
[MARR JEL ALLAH] [USGOUUEh (Roupen son of Ste- 
phen). 
Rev.: Cross. Dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
[UULPNTAKMeA IL U8 b (by the will of God). 
AE, 2.1 g. (JG coll.), CCA 3a 2 
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249 Castle with one platform/cross. 
Obv.: Castle gate with one tier of projecting platform on ei- 
ther side of the tower. Clockwise legend, 
[MARR IkL NL [th] [USGOU.ULH (as before). 
Rev.: Cross. Dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
[QUPNTARM@R fo U3 & (as before). 
AE, 1.3 g. JG coll.), CCA 3a 1 


LEVON II 
(1187-1198) 


In 1189, the Third Crusade was organized to liberate Jerusalem, 
which had been captured by Saladin on October 2, 1187. On the eve 
of the Third Crusade Cilician Armenia was not a major power, 
but it had a strategic location and could be considered one of the 
key Christian states of the Levant. Also, Levon received a letter in 
1189 from Pope Clement III asking for military and financial 
assistance for the Crusaders. Levon perceived a unique opportu- 
nity to obtain a royal crown. He willingly supplied the Crusaders 
with provisions, guides, pack animals, and other forms of aid, in 
addition to pledging the cooperation of his army. Levon won Holy 
Roman Emperor Frederick Barbarossa to his cause, and was 
promised a crown. But Frederick was drowned while swimming 
in the waters of Calycadnus River in 1191. Levon then turned his 
attention toward Frederick’s son and successor, Henry VI, for the 
fulfillment of this promise. 


Copper 
250 Knight/cross, small module. 
Obv.: Knight galloping 1., in armor and holding a flying 
banner in his l. hand. Clockwise legend, 
+LbuUNUL OUMU, U3 (Levon, servant of God). 
Rev.: Cross. Circles at the tips of the cross and arcs in four 
quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+Nf%h USbSUuEN (son of Stephen). 
AE, 2.45 g. (YN coll.), CCA 4 24 


251+ Knight/cross, large module. 
Obv.: Knight galloping 1. with legend as before. 
Rev.: Cross with legend as before. Struck on large flan. 
AE, (AD coll.), Sp 102-233, CCA 4V 3 
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252 Knight without banner/cross. 
Obv.: Knight galloping 1. with legend as before, but miss- 
ing the flying banner in his 1. hand. 
Rev.: Cross with legend as before. 
AE, 3.75 g. (CNG XXVII-85), CCA 4V 2 


ROYAL PERIOD 
(1198-1375) 


LEVON I 
(1198-1219) 


Baron Levon II was crowned as King Levon I on January 6, 1198.? 
The coronation ceremony took place in the cathedral of St. Sofia of 
Tarsus by the Imperial Chancellor Conrad of Mainz and Arme- 
nian Catholicos Gregory Abirad. Levon received two crowns, one 
from Henry VI of the Holy Roman Empire, the second from Alex- 
ius III of the Byzantine Empire. 

A major problem during Levon’s reign was the succession of 
Antioch. Bohemond died in 1201, and Raymond Roupen, Levon’s 
grandnephew, became heir. The barons had sworn allegiance to 
Raymond Roupen, but Bohemond of Tripoli and the Templars 
opposed him. Levon did not have a son, and Raymond Roupen was 
thus the heir apparent to the Armenian kingdom. Levon invaded 
Antioch twice; he had initial success, but in 1216, Raymond 
Roupen, the crown prince of Antioch, was ousted by his uncle 
Bohemond of Tripoli. 

Levon was a very talented administrator. He was a skilled 
diplomat and maintained good relations with the papacy, and 
even with some of his enemies. He established alliances with 
many contemporary rulers. Levon gave special privileges to the 
Genoese and Venetian merchants; commerce was greatly pro- 
moted during his reign. The Armenian court was patterned after 
the Frankish court and some offices received Latin titles. Levon 
was surnamed “the Great” or “the Magnificent” because of his 
achievements. 


2 The date is controversial. Some place the coronation as early as 1196, others as 
late as 1199. Levon may have asked for and received a crown from the pope as 
early as 1196. For additional details, see Ani Atamian, “The Date of the 
Coronation of Levon I According to Armenian and Western Sources,” Armenian 
Review, Vol. 32 (September 1979), No. 3 (127), pp. 280-291. 
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Levon died in 1219. Before his death, he had named Zabel, his 
daughter from his second wife Sybil, as his successor. He had 
released the barons of Armenia from their oath of allegiance to 
Raymond Roupen. 


Gold 
253+ Tahekan. Single lion. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 
+LbhNvL WUGURNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion crowned, turned 1., holding a cross with two 
bars. Field mark to 1. of lion. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTAROARL UUShUNS (by the will of God). 

AV, 4.80 g. (BN coll.), CCA 5 3 


254" Tahekan. Two lions. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGhUL @UGURNP 2U,38N8 (as before). 
Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNLNKG@AL UUSMoN (as before). 
AV, 6.25 g. (WM coll.), CCA 6 5 


255 Half tahekan. Two lions. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL /UGURNAP 2U,3N8 (as before). 
Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPNTAhe@AL UUSNhONS (as before). 
AV, 2.45 g. (JG coll.), CCA 6V 1 


Silver 
256 Coronation tram. Single lion. 
Obv.: Virgin is standing to 1. facing, in orans position.’ 
King is kneeling to 1. with a crown on his head and 
wearing royal mantle. An arm is descending down- 


3 Dickran Kouymjian, “The Iconography of the ‘Coronation’ Trams of King 
Levon I,” ANJ, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 67-74, presents a very persuasive argument that 
this figure is the Virgin Mary. 
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ward towards the king. A ball or sphere is being 
handed to the king. Clockwise legend, 

+LbhNvL /CUGURAP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 


Rev.: Lion crowned, walking r. Behind a cross with two 
bars. Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPNTNROARL U3 b OU.AM (by the will of God is he 
king). 

AR, (WM coll.), CCA 76a 1 


Coronation tram. Single lion. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Clockwise legend, 

+LbhNL MCUGURM 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Lion crowned, walking r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+ 4UUPNTLNAhS@RL UWUSNON (by the will of God). 


AR, 2.36 g. (YN coll.), CCA 78V 8 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Figure of a dove from above, 


letters in obverse field. 


Oby.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before, but 
a dove is descending downward towards the king. 
Letters 8U, (U. mirror image) in obverse field. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+LbRNL /UGURNP 2U.8N8 & (Levon is king of the 
Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UUPNTLNROARL UUSh (by the will of God). 
AR, 2.96 g. (YN coll.), CCA 82 12 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Rays of light through clouds, 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


letters in obverse field. 

Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before, but 
rays of light are descending from above. Letters 3U, 
in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 

+LbhNL CUGURM 2U.8N8 b (as before). 

A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNLNhMORL UU (as before). 


AR, 2.86 g. (YN coll.), CCA 84 36 
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260* Coronation tram. Two lions. Rays of light from above, let- 


261+ 


262+ 


263+ 


ters in obverse field. 


Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before, but 
rays of light are descending from above. Letters 3* 
in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+L bGRNL CUGURNP 2U.8N8 | (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UUPNTAhGRUL UUS (as before). 
AR, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), CCA 85 25 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Hand from above, letters in ob- 


verse field. 


Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before, but 
a hand is descending towards the king. Letter 8 in 
obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGRNL OUGUhNM 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UUPNTAh@ARL UUS (as before). 
AR, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CCA 85V 5 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Figure of a dove from above. 


Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Figure of a dove is descending from above. No letters 
in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL WU.GURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4QUPNTAROARL UWUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.98 g. (YN coll.), CCA 89 126 

Coronation tram. Two lions. Ray of light from above. 

Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Single ray of light is descending from above. No let- 
ters in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL CUGURAP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 


Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTAROUR UUSNho (as before). 


AR, 2.93 g. (YN coll.), CCA 96a 60 
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Coronation tram. Two lions. Rays of light through clouds. 

Obyv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Rays of light are descending from above through the 
clouds. No letters in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+L GhNL PUGURNP 2U,8N8 | (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNLNKGRUL UUS | (as before). 

AR, 2.97 g. (YN coll.), CCA 88V 5 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Rays of light from above. 

Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Rays of light are descending from above. No letters 
in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL OUAURM 2U,NS8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTLNhHAL UUS | (as before). 

AR, 2.96 g. (YN coll.), CCA 114 5 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Rays of light from heaven. 

Obv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. 
Rays of light are descending from heaven. No letters 
in obverse field. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGRNUL CUGURM 2U,N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTAhOARL UUSNho (as before). 

AR, 3.01 g. (YN coll.), CCA 119 123 


Coronation tram. Two lions. Hand from above. 

Obyv.: Virgin standing and the king kneeling as before. A 
hand in form of three fingers is descending towards 
the king. No letters in obverse field. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbhNv @U.GURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTAheRL UUSNhd (as before). 

AR, 2.84 g. (YN coll.), CCA 96 14 


Double tram. Obverse complete inscription. 
Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
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270+ 


271+ 


272+ 


lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 

+LGRNL CUGURNP UUGCLU3L 2U,38N8 (Levon king of 
all the Armenians). 

Rev.: Lion crowned, turned 1., holding a cross with two 
bars. Field mark above lion. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTLAReRL UUSNhoNS (by the will of God). 

AR, 5.35 g. (YN coll.), CCA 19V 33 


Double tram. Cinquefoil to 1. 

Obyv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL OP UUGUUL3L 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion crowned as before. Cinquefoil to 1. of lion. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNLAhGARL UWUSNhoNS (as before). 

AR, 5.56 g. (YN coll.), CCA 23 40 


Double tram. Cinquefoil and dots. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL &OP UUCUULSL 2U,3N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion crowned as before. Cinquefoil to 1., dot above 
and below lion. Clockwise legend, 
+4QUPNTAROARL UWUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 5.47 g. (YN coll.), CCA 27 12 


Double tram. King with high collar, lion’s forelegs crossed. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before, but the king has a 
very high collar. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL O©4P UUGUUL3UL 2U.8N8 (as before). 
Rev.: Lion crowned as before, but the forelegs are crossed. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 4QUPNTLAhORL UUSNhONS (as before). 
AR, (GH 166-2246) 4 


Double tram. Lion turned r., obv./rev. complete inscription. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL CUGURNP UUbCLUL3L 2U,38N8 (as before). 
Rev.: Lion crowned, turned r., holding a cross with two 
bars. Field mark to r. of lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 4QUPNLAROGCUURL UUSNhONS (as before). 
AR, 5.49 g. (MM 767), CCA 16 4 
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Double tram. Lion walking 1., obv./rev. complete inscription. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LEKNL CUGURNP UUbCLU3U 2U,8N8 (as before). 
Rev.: Lion crowned walking 1. Behind him a cross with 
two bars. Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPNTAhSCCUURL UUSNhONS (as before). 
AR, 5.6 g. (JG coll.), CCA (1979) 36 5 


Half double tram. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNv @UGUhNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion crowned, turned |., holding a cross with two 
bars. Field mark to 1. Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UPNTARGRL UUShONS (by the will of God). 
AR, 2.70 g. (YN coll.), CCA 54 61 


Half double tram. Lion turned r. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGhNL MUGURNP 2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion crowned, turned r., holding a cross with two 
bars. Field mark to r. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNTARSRL UWUSNhoONS (as before). 

AR, 2.71 g. (YN coll.), CCA 67 13 


Quarter double tram. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhN—v U,% (Levon ki-), legend continued on re- 
verse. 

Rev.: Lion crowned, turned 1|., holding a cross with two 
bars. No field mark. Clockwise legend, 
+UhNP 2U.8N8 (ng of the Armenians). 

AR, 1.4 g. (JG coll.), CCA 68 4 


Half tram. Reverse double strike. 

Oby.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+L GhKNUL /MUGURNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Two “++” in inscription circle. Clockwise legend, 
++ ULPNLNKORL WUSNON (by the will of God). 

AR, 1.46 g. (YN coll.), CCA 71V 21 


Coinage of Cilician Armenia 115 


278 Half tram. Inscription variety. 


279 


281+ 


282+ 


Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGRNL OUGURhM 2,388 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTAhe@RL UUSNON (as before). 

AR, 1.45 g. (YN coll.), CCA 75V 4 


Half tram. Inverted. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL CUGUhM 2U.3 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Inverted clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTAROARL UUS (as before). 

AR, 1.25 g. (PB coll.), CCA 76 1 


Billon (Crusader type) with Armenian legend. 

Obv.: A crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL U.N 2U,38hN8 (Levon King of the Armeni- 
ans) 

Rev.: Cross with dots in first and third quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh LUAU bh UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 
AR, 0.70 g. (PB coll.), CCA 12a 38 


Billon (Crusader type) with Latin legend. 
Obv.: A crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ REX ARMENIOR. 
Rev.: Cross without dots. Clockwise legend, 
+ LEO DEI GRATIA. 
AR, 0.8 g. (JG coll.), CCA 9 7 


Tram with two lions. “Amen” inscription. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 
+LbhKNL PUGM UUGUL 2U,3N8 (Levon king of all the 
Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
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+UUPNTLARORL UWUSNPONS (by the will of God). 
AR, 2.81 g. (YN coll.), CCA 125 224 


Tram with two lions. “Hayots e” inscription. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL /CUGUhAL 2U.8N8 kb (Levon is king of the 
Armenians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UUPNTLARERL UUSNhONS (by the will of God). 
AR, 2.85 g. (YN coll.), CCA 149bV 114 


Tram with two lions. “Hayots e” inscription, non-artistic, 
no footstool. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before, but no footstool. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL MUGURNP 2U,8N8 Fb (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNheERL UWUSNONS (as before). 

AR, 2.98 g. (YN coll.), CCA 171bV 104 


Tram with two lions. “Hayasts” inscription. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL CUGURM 2U,8U.U8 (Levon king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNTNhORL UUSNhONS (by the will of God). 
AR, 3.02 g. (YN coll.), CCA 204 54 


Tram with two lions. Artistic style. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGRNUL /UGURAP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, : 
+ 4QUPNTAhERL UUSMons (as before). 

AR, 2.92 g. (YN coll.), CCA 234 More than 1000 


Tram with two lions. King’s crown within circle. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before, but the entire iconog- 
raphy, including king’s crown, is within the dotted 
circle. Clockwise legend, 
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+LbhNvL @UGURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTLAReERL UWUSNhoNS (as before). 

AR, 2.99 g. (YN coll.), CCA 260V 34 


Tram with two lions. Left foot turned outward. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before, but king’s 1. foot 
turned outward. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL PUGURAP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTNheOARL UUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.70 g. (YN coll.), CCA 268V 172 


Tram with two lions. Ornate design. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL PUGURNL 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPNTAHeORL UUSNhoN (as before). 

AR, 2.89 g. (YN coll.), CCA 300 212 


Tram with two lions. Star in inscription circle. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+L GhNL CU.GURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
*QUPNTNAheORL UUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CCA 308 476 


Tram with two lions. Semi or non-artistic. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Dots above cross and 
fleur-de-lys. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL CUGUNNP 2U.8N8 as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNeRL UUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.84 g. (YN coll.), CCA 373V More than 1000 


Tram with two lions. Artistic, footstool, ligatured OR (Nf= 
mM). 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
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+LbRNL OUGUAM 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPNTAKOARL UUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.91 g. (YN coll.), CCA 402a 82 


Tram with two lions. Non-artistic, no footstool. 

Oby.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ LbhNL CUGURAP 2U,N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTAhGOAL UUSNho (as before). 

AR, 3.03 g. (YN coll.), CCA 481 44 


Tram with two lions. “LEVN” inscription. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhvL @UGURNP 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNLNKGARL UUSMhonN (as before). 

AR, 2.92 g. (YN coll.), CCA 562 152 


Tram with two lions. “LEON” inscription. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before, but the entire iconog- 
raphy, including king’s crown, is within the solid 
circle and there are three dots below the cross and 
fleur-de-lys. (Observe the changes in the appearance 
of king’s figure, the cross and fleur-de-lys.).4 Clock- 
wise legend, 
+LGNUL PUGURNP .t. 2U.38:*.18+ (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTNKERL UUSON (as before). 

AR, 2.79 g. (YN coll.), CCA 572 68 


Tram with two lions. “HAY” inscription, ligatured TA and 
NE (@U.= & and ub=bv). Oddity. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+L GRNL MUGURAP 2U,38: (as before). 


4The obverse die of the Levon-Hetoum gold coin (No. 315) is similar to the 
obverse of this type of tram (No. 295). Fr. Au. Sekoulian considers this type of tram 
as “The Coronation Coins of Levon II.” 
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AR, 2.84 g. (YN coll.), CCA 610V 1 
297 Tram with two lions. Lily in r. hand. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Fleur-de-lys in r. 
hand and cross in 1. hand. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNUL OUGURNP. 2U,°3'°&'Y (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTLAhORL U38NUo (as before). 

AR, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CCA 669 20 

298 Tram with two lions. Inscription oddity. 

Oby.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LARNL CUGURM 2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Oddity in inscription. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNTLNHOR. U3SNUSh (as before). 
AR, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), CCA 673V 5 
299 Tram with two lions. Reverse inscription inverted. 

Oby.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+L bhNL MUGLHM 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Reverse inscription inverted. Clockwise legend, 

+ 4UUPNTARORL UUSNhoONS (as before). 
AR, 2.98 g. (YN coll.), CCA 677 12 
Copper 
300 Tank. Two dots (..) on crown. Oddity. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king facing, wearing crown 
with two dots. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL MOUGURNP 2U.8hN8 (Levon king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 

+ ChUbUL bh 4U.1U.4-U bh UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AE, 7.60 g. (PB coll.), CCA 695 1 

301+ Tank. Five dots (.....) on crown. 


Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNTNhe EG UUSNON (as before). 


Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Five dots on crown. 
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Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL PUGURNP 2U,38hN (as before). 
Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChubUL bh RULWUAU b UbU (as before). 
AE, 6.68 g. (YN coll.), CCA 696 12 


Tank. Five dots (.....) on crown and steps under cross. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Five dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNvL @UGURNP 2U,38hN (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with three steps and two stars in 
field. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh AUAURU bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 6.96 g. (YN coll.), CCA 740 10 


Tank. Six dots (...... ) on crown. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Six dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL MU.GURNP 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ @hubUL bh 4U..U.4U bh UU (as before). 

AE, 7.51 g. (YN coll.), CCA 730V 4 


Tank. Seven dots (....0. ) on crown. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Seven dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL @USGURAP 2U,3hN (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ @hUbUL bh RULWUAU bP U (as before). 

AE, 7.46 g. (YN coll.), CCA 757V 10 


Tank. Eight dots (........ ) on crown. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Eight dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL PU.IURNP 2U.38hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ GhUbBULL bh &ULAWUAU hb UbU (as before). 

AE, 5.82 g. (YN coll.), CCA 725V 8 
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309» 


310 


Tank. Nine dots (......04. ) on crown. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Nine dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LGhNL OUGURNP 2U.8hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChubUL bh &U.VU.2U bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 7.57 g. (YN coll.), CCA 725V i; 


Tank. Five dots (.....) on crown and single curl. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Five dots on crown. 
Single curl in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL CUGURAP 2U.3hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Double 
strike. Clockwise legend, 
+ C6huGUL bh LULWU2RU bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 8.19 g. (YN coll.), CCA 701V 10 


Tank. Six dots (......) on crown and single curl. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Six dots on crown. 
Single curl in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL /UGURNP 2U.38hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 


legend, 

+ ChULGUL bh RULZUAU bh UbU (as before). 
AE, 7.31 g. (YN coll.), CCA 716 98 
Tank. Seven dots (....... ) on crown and single curl. 


Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Seven dots on crown. 
Single curl in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LbERNL /OU.GURNE 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChuUbUL bh QULWU.2U b UbU (as before). 

AE, (PB coll.), CCA 730V 4 


Tank. Five dots (.....) on crown and two curls. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Five dots on crown. 
Two curls in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNUL /OUGURNP 2U,38hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
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+¢6hubUL bh 2UWUAU b UbU (as before). 
AE, 7.44 g. (YN coll.), CCA 703 34 


Tank. Six dots (...... ) on crown and two curls. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Six dots on crown. 
Two curls in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LbCRNL /@U4URNP 2U,38hN8 (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChvubUL bh 4U7.U.94% bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 8.05 g. (YN coll.), CCA 726V 1 


Tank. Seven dots (....... ) on crown and two curls. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Seven dots on crown. 
Two curls in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL CUGURAP 2U.38hU (as before). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChubUL hb QULVWU2U bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 7.21 g. (YN coll.), CCA 758V 2 


Tank. UhU.hU (Ayas) inscription. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Six dots on crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL SCUdURNP 2U.8hN (Levon king of the Arme- 


nians ). 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in field. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ @hUbUL bh AULAUA UbULbU (struck in the city of 
Ayas). 

AE, 6.54 g. (YN coll.), BG p. 222, CCA 744V 19 


Tank. Brockage coin. 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head as before. Six dots on crown. 
Single curl in hair. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL OUGURNP 2U.8h (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Mirror image of obverse. Incuse legend, 
+LGRNL /OUGURNAP 2U.8h (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

AE, 6.18 g. (MA coll.), ANJ XVII, pp. 2-4 2 
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REGENCY FOR ZABEL 
(1219-1222) 


Princess Zabel (1215-71252) was proclaimed queen at the age of 
four when Levon I, her father died. Baron Gosdantin of the House 
of Lampron was named Baille or guardian for Queen Zabel. 


No known coins. 


ZABEL AND PHILIP 
(1222-1225) 


In 1222, Gosdantin arranged a marriage between the young queen 
and prince Philip, the fourth son of Bohemond of Antioch. Philip 
violated this trust and sent not only the royal treasures, but also 
the royal crown itself to Antioch. He was deposed and confined in 
a prison in Sis, where he died. 


No known coins. 


HETOUM I 
(1226-1270) 


In 1226, with the consent of catholicos (supreme patriarch) of the 
Armenian Church and the nobility, Zabel was married to Hetoum, 
son of Gosdantin Baille of the House of Lampron. The reign of 
Hetoum was the longest of all the rulers of Cilician Armenia. In 
1233, Sultan Kaiqobad of Iconium invaded Cilicia. Hetoum made 
peace with the Seljuks and struck bilingual coins to mark the 
treaty. 

Around this time, the Mongols started invading Transcaucasia 
and Asia Minor. They swept through Armenia proper and Georgia 
during 1235-1242. The Mongols were approaching the borders of 
Cilician Armenia. Hetoum recognized that only an alliance with 
the Mongols could save his kingdom. First, he sent his brother 
Constable Smpad to Karakorum. In 1253, Hetoum himself went to 
Asia to visit the Great Mangou Khan. In 1257, Houlagu Khan 
advanced as far as center of Asia Minor and then captured 
Baghdad in 1258. Nothing but ruin remained in the wake of the 
Mongol conquerors. Hetoum’s wisdom saved Cilician Armenia 
from complete destruction. 
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After the Mongol power faded in Asia Minor and Syria, the Ar- 
menians and Christian principalities experienced invasions 
from the Egyptian Mamluks. While Hetoum was visiting the 
Iikhanid court in Iran, Baybars, the Mamluk sultan of Egypt, at- 
tacked Cilician Armenia in 1266. Hetoum’s sons Levon and Toros 
raised an army to meet the enemy. Toros was killed and Levon 
was taken prisoner. Hetoum obtained peace from the enemy but 
the terms were heavy. As soon as the captive prince returned 
home, Hetoum relinquished the crown in favor of his son and 
withdrew to a monastery, where he died in 1270. 


Gold 
315« Tahekan. Levon-Hetoum. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 

+ LONL CUGURNAP .t. 2U38*N8+ (Levon king of the 
Armenians).® 

Rev.: Crowned lion turned r. and holding a cross with 1. 
paw. Clockwise legend, 

+ 2GANhU @U.GURNP 2U.8N8 (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 

AV, 5.30 g. (WM coll.), CCA 7 2 


Silver 
316 Hetoum-Kaiqobad bilingual tram. No scrolls. 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2G60NhVU WMUGURNAP 


2U,8N8 (as before). CUaLall 
Rev.: No scrolls. Four-line spall Se als 
Arabic legend, ‘The is oe 
Sultan, the Exalted, Ala S Go abas 
al-Din Kaigobad, Son of *: 
Kai-khusrew.’ nit 
AR, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 12-13, CCA 777V 37 


5 Fr. Au. Sekoulian attributes this gold coin to Hetoum I and Levon II in his 
article “The Coronation Coins of Levon II,” Handes Amsorya, Vol. LXXIV (April- 
June 1960), Nos. 4-6, pp. 204-208 (in Armenian). His conclusion is based on Fr. C. 
Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), pp. 29-31. Fr. Sekoulian 
also considers all silver trams given to Levon I with the obverse die of coin No. 295 
as the coronation coins of Levon II. 
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317" Hetoum-Kaigobad bilingual tram. Scrolls. 


318 


319 


320+ 


Obv.: King on horseback to r., wearing a crown and hold- 
ing a scepter in his r. hand which extends over his r. 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+2b0NhVU /M@UdGUhNL 
2U,8N8 (Hetoum king of 
the Armenians). 

Rev.: Scrolls at the top and BD 
bottom, with two-line ae 
Arabic legend between oo 
the scrolls, ‘The Ex- sonaiaS o4 sUiS 
alted Sultan Kaiqobad, : 

Son of Kaikhusrew.’ —- 
AR, 2.86 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 12-18, CCA 782 5 


Hetoum-Kaiqobad bilingual tram. Scroll at the bottom. 


Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU MUGUhNP 2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: No top scroll. The scroll which appears at the top of 
the previous type, now appears only at the bottom. 
Four-line Arabic legend, ‘The Sultan, the Exalted, 
Ala al-Din Kaigobad, Son of Kai-khusrew.’ 

AR, 2.76 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 12-13, CCA 778 3 


Hetoum-Kaiqobad bilingual tram. Half scroll at the bottom. 


Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b@NhU CUGUHN 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: No scroll at the top. The 1. half portion of bottom 
scroll of No. 318 is attached to Arabic letter “w” ( 9). 
Four-line Arabic legend, ‘The Sultan, the Exalted, 
Ala al-Din Kaiqobad, Son of Kaikhusrew.’ 

AR, 2.81 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 12-13, CCA 776 2 


Hetoum-Kaiqobad bilingual half tram. No scroll. 


Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b60NhVU CMUSURNL 
2U,8N" (as before). blab! 

Rev.: No scrolls. Four-line ; 
Arabic legend, ‘The dl aed 
Sultan, the Exalted, Ala 1S oy alas 
al-Din Kaigobad, Son of " 
Kai-khusrew.’ —_— 

AR, 1.21 g. (LS coll.), CCA 837 5 
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Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 635 (A.D. 1237). 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b6NhU /OUDUhNP 2U,8N8 (as before). 
Rev.: The basic Arabic le- 
gend on three lines. 
‘The Sublime Sultan, Bsesgti 
Protector of the World , 
and the Faith, Kaikhus- ee, 
rew Son of Kaiqobad. 4 pally Gill Ske F 
Struck in the year, five, aa 
and thirty, and six SUAS Or spades 
hundred’ [on four sides ee 
of the coin]. lead 
AR, 2.77 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 14-15 15 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 636 (A.D. 1238). 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b60@NhU WM@UdIuURnr 7 sities 
2U.8N8 (as before). ee 
Rev.: The same three-line qlee Y! GUalall 
Arabic legend, and . oq mics 
‘Struck in the year, six, L a ae 
and thirty, and six SLES Cy 4 pnd sS 
hundred’ [on three sides ani 
of the coin]. inl 
AR, 2.74 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 15-16 15 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 637 (A.D. 1239). 


Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b60NhU lCWUSdUhM 
2U,8N8 (as before). 


Rev.: The same _ three-line 9 ane Xine ape Gi pn 
Arabic legend, and ; 
‘Struck in the city of 3 phe Yl cabal e 
Sis, the year seven, and 4 —cyatly Gia Ge \7 
thirty, and six hundred’ ; 
{on three sides of the SUMS Ge 4 pass 
coin]. 

AR, 2.81 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 16-18 72 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 639 (A.D. 1241). 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2GNhU SUGURM 2U,38N8 (as before). 
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325+ 


326+ 


327+ 


328* 


329+ 


Rev.: The same three-line Arabic legend, and ‘Struck in 
the city of Sis, the year nine, and thirty, and six 
hundred’ [on three sides of the coin]. 

AR, 3.00 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 18-19 33 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 640 (A.D. 1242). 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU @UGURKM 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: The same three-line Arabic legend, and ‘Struck in 
the city of Sis, the year forty, and six hundred’ [on 
three sides of the coin]. 

AR, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 19-20 30 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 641 (A.D. 1243). 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b60NhVU @UGdUhM 
2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: The same three-line 
Arabic legend, and 
‘Struck in the city of + ale'Y! 5Ualul 


gy tal Ae es Oo ple 


t 
Sis, the year one and i sii dad ax p 
forty, and six hundred’ sida ° 
[on three sides of the SUES Cy 5 dS 
coin]. 
AR, 3.04 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 20-21 34 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 642 (A.D. 1244). 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b@NhU CUGURT 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: The same three-line Arabic legend, and ‘Struck in 
the city of Sis, the year two and forty, and six hun- 
dred’ [on three sides of the coin]. 

AR, 2.89 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 22-23 22 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 643 (A.D. 1245). 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2GNhU CUGURM 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: The same three-line Arabic legend, and ‘Struck in 
the city of Sis, the year three and forty, and six hun- 
dred’ [on three sides of the coin]. 

AR, 2.78 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 23-24 9 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram. A.H. 644 (A.D. 1246). 
Obyv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
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+2bGNhU /U.GURM 2U,38N8 (as before). 


Rev.: The same three-line Arabic legend, and ‘Struck in 
the city of Sis, the year four [and] forty, and six hun- 


dred’ [on three sides of the coin]. 
AR, 2.84 g. (YN coll.), ADB pp. 24-26 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual half tram. Scroll. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b@NhVU /USdURNL 
2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Scroll only at top, and. 
Three-line Arabic le- 
gend, below the scroll, 
‘The Sublime Sultan, ecto 
Protector of the World abeY! (Ualat! 
and the Faith, Kaikhus- spall y Uiall Ge 
rew Son of Kaiqobad.’ padi ° 
Bilingual half trams SUBS Gy edS 
are undated. 

AR, 1.45 g. (JG coll.), CCA 836 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual half tram. No scroll. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+2b60NhU MUGLUhM 
2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Four-line Arabic le- 
gend, ‘Struck in the city 


of Sis, The Sublime Sul- en 
tan, Protector of the ee! cUlalall 
World and the Faith, cually ial Sle 
Kaikhusrew Son of . 

Kaiqobad.’ Bilingual TAS Gy 5 pais 


half trams are undated. 
AR, 1.42 g. (MA coll.), CCA 840V 


Tram. Star on cross, lion holding a cross. 


28 


15 


Obv.: Queen Zabel standing on 1. facing and King Hetoum 
standing on r. facing. Both figures are crowned and 
wearing royal vestments. Both are holding a long 


cross. Star on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ WLPNTNG HRUL U3 & (by the will of God). 


Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. 


Clockwise legend, 
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333+ 


334 


335« 


336+ 


+2b6@NU MUGURM 2U.8N8 (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 


AR, 2.93 g. (YN coll.), CCA 866V 392 


Tram. Star on cross, lion holding a cross, ligatured NA and 
MT (UU=U, and Uf =Ue). Oddity. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Star on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNTNhE hHVVU3 FE (as before). 

Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 26NhUS UGUANM 2U.38N8 (as before). 

AR, 2.82 g. (ANS coll.), P, No. 16, CCA 877V 1 


Tram. Dot on cross, lion holding a cross. Inscription variety. 
Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTLN& HULL U8 b (as before). 
Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b6NU UGUM 2U38N (as before). 
AR, 2.97 g. (YN coll.), CCA 928V 42 


Tram. Dot on cross, lion holding a cross. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNhE HLL U3 & (as before). 

Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU CUGUHM 2U.8N8 (as before). 

AR, 3.03 g. (YN coll.), CCA 935 388 


Tram. Dot on cross and “Ay e” abbreviated as in medieval 
manuscripts, lion holding a double cross. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. “Ay e” is abbreviated as in me- 
dieval manuscripts, a line over the letter U. (A). 
Clockwise legend, _ 
+U4UPNTAhG HhuUL U3 Fb (as before). 

Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a double cross with 1. 
paw. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2GNhU /UGUhM 2U.8N8 (as before). 

AR, 2.82 g. (YN coll.), CCA 906V 12 
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337* Tram. Dot on cross, lion walking. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNTNhE HLL U3 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., crowned, with 1. paw uplifted. Cross 
behind lion. Clockwise legend, 
+2bNhU OUGUHM 2U,3N8 (as before). 

AR, 3.02 g. (YN coll.), CCA 958V More than 1000 


338 Tram. Dot on cross, lion walking, ligatured NA (uU.=%,). 

Oddity. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNh WhvLU3 & (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind 
lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU /WUGURNP 2U, (as before). 

AR, 2.91 g. (EJ coll.), CCA 1004V 5 


339 Tram. Dot on cross, lion walking. “Togavor” inscription. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNLNe hhUL U3 b (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind 
lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU CO94UhM 2U, (as before).® 

AR, 2.69 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1068V 1 


340+ Tram. No dot on cross, lion walking. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
No dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNLNG HLL U38N & (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind 
lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2GfNhU CU.4UNM 2U, (as before). 

AR, 2.95 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1133 24 


341* Tram. No dot on cross, lion walking. Inscription variety. 
Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 


6 The use of the letter “O” instead of Armenian letter «A» would make one 
question if the coin is genuine. This is a genuine coin. The two upper jaws of letter 
«U.» some how closed the loop to resemble a Latin “O.” 
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342+ 


343+ 


344+ 


345« 


No dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNTN& HULL U3 b (as before). 
Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind 
lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b@NhU CUGUhM 2U.3 (as before). 
AR, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1139 More than 1000 


Tram. Star under lion and cross behind lion. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
No dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNLNh /huUL U8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Star under 
lion. Cross behind lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU CUGURM 2U.3 (as before). 

AR, 2.86 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1223 16 


Tram. Star under lion, no cross. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+U4UUPNLN Mh U3 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Star under 
lion. No cross behind lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 26NhU /U.GURNNP (as before). 

AR, 2.74 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1245V 30 


Tram. No cross, no star and lion walking. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
No dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTNh hv U3 b (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., with l. paw uplifted. No star under 
lion. No cross behind lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ .2GNhU /U.GUhAP. 2° (as before). 

AR, 2.77 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1257V 12 


Half tram. Star on cross, lion holding a cross. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Star on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNe Hv U3 b (by the will of God). 

Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1]. paw. 
Clockwise legend, 
+2bNU CUGURM 20.38 (Hetoum king of the Arme- 
nians). 


AR, 1.36 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1275a 14 
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346 Half tram. Dot on cross, lion holding a cross. 


347+ 


349» 


350 


Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNhe bhuv U3 b (as before). 
Rev.: Lion to r., crowned and holding a cross with 1. paw. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2GNhU PUGURM 2U,38N8 (as before). 
AR, 1.45 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1279 30 
Half tram. Dot on cross, lion walking. 
Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UPNTN /hL U3 b (as before). 
Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ 2bNhU CUGUHM 2U. (as before). 
AR, 1.39 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1285V 4 
Half tram. No dot on cross, lion walking. 
Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
No dot or star on the cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ WUPNTLN /hv U3 (as before). 
Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ 2bNhU CUGUHM 2 (as before). 
AR, 1.50 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1288 9 
Half tram. No star, no cross, lion walking. 
Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNLN /huL U8 (by the will of God). 
Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1]. paw uplifted. No star under 
lion. No cross behind lion. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bfNhU @UGUhM (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 
ans). 
AR, 1.40 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1293 4 
Half tram struck with tram die on both sides. Tram legend 


Obv.: 


partially visible on both sides. Lion walking. 
Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Dot on the cross. 
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Rev.: Lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind 
lion. Dots in the field. 
AR, 2.02 g. (YN coll.)’ 2 


Copper 
351* Tank. Adorned with lions. 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with lions. He holds a 
globus cruciger in his ]. hand, and a fleur-de-lys on 
his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ 2bNhU' OUGUhNP 2U.38N8 (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh RUAUARL bh UbU (struck in the city of 


Sis). 
AE, 6.74 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1295 238 


352* Tank. Adorned with conventionalized lions, obverse star. 

Obv.: King seated on throne adorned with conventionalized 
lions (similar to previous example). Three dots on 
king’s crown. Star in the 1. field. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2G@NhU OUGURAP 2U,8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ ChUbUU bh LULDUAL hb (as before). 

AE, 6.38 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1319V 12 


353 Tank. Conventionalized lions. 

Obv.: King seated as before, but throne decorated with 
coventionalized lions. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU OUGURNP 2U,38N8 (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ ChvubUL bh 4U,1U.9-L bh UbU (as before). 

AE, 6.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1341 390 


354" Tank. Two legs on each side. 
Obv.: King seated as before, but throne having two legs on 
each side. Clockwise legend, 


7 This coin is genuine; the edges are trimmed but there is no indication of 
filing. The discoloration is the same on both sides and the edge. Another specimen 
was auctioned by Gerhard Hirsch, Auction 170 (May 1991), No. 2630. 
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+2b6@NhU OUGURNP 2U.3 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh 4U1.U.4U hb UbU (as before). 


AE, 7.25 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1352 246 
Tank. One post on each side. 
Obv.: King seated as before, but throne having one post on 
each side. Clockwise legend, 
+2bONhU MUGUhNP 2U.8N8 (as before). 
Rev.: Potent cross with four half moons in four quadrants. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbULL bh AULLWURU b UbU (as before). 
AE, 5.57 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1360 68 
Tank. UhU (Ayas) inscription. 


Obv.: King seated as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b6NhU /OUGUhNP 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ ChvbUL bh LUAUAUL hb UbU (struck in the city of 
Ayas). 

AE, 7.11 g. (YN coll.), AuS 26 


Tank. Ayas inscription variety. 

Obyv.: King seated as before. Three dots on king’s crown. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2G6ONhU OU.AURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross. Dots at the tips of the cross and stars in 
four ‘quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUL h RUAUAL b UU, (as before). 

AE, 6.69 g. (YN coll.), AuS 9 


Tank. Double strike. Oddity. 

Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Struck again but up- 
side down. Clockwise legend, 
+ 26NhU OU.GURAP 2U.38N (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Dou- 
ble struck clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh LURUTUAL b UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 

AE, 6.74 g. (YN coll.) 1 
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359 


360» 


361+ 


362+ 


Equestrian kardez. 

Oby.: King on horseback similar to his bilingual coins. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bONhU WUGUHhNP 2U.8 (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with stars in first and third quadrants, 
dots in second and fourth. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChvUbUL bh GU1U.4U bh UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 

AE, 4.41 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1884V 158 


Equestrian kardez. Double strike. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback similar to his bilingual coins. 
Struck twice. Clockwise legend, first outer ring; then 
inner ring, 

(1) GeNhU /UGUR; (2) AU UG (1. etoum kin; 2. 
oum ki). 

Rev.: Cross struck twice. Clockwise legend, 

(1) UL AUDWUA UbU; (2) WAU b (1. uck in the city of 
Sis; 2. ty of). 
AE, 5.04 g. (YN coll.), Sibilian p. 32, No. 16 4 


Kardez. Brockage coin. 

Obv.: Obv.: King on horseback similar to his bilingual 
coins. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2G6@NhU PUGUhMT 2U38 (Hetoum king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Mirror image of obverse. Incuse legend, 
+ 2b10NhU CUGURM 2U.8 (Hetoum king of the Arme- 
nians). 

AE, 4.23 g. (PB coll.), ANJ XVII, pp. 2-4 1 


Kardez. King seated on wide bench. 

Obv.: King seated on a wide bench. He holds a globus cru- 
ciger in his 1. hand and in his r., folded upward, a 
fleur-de-lys extending over his r. shoulder. Star in 
the 1. field. Clockwise legend, 

+ 2b6NhU CUGUHM 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross with half moon in third quadrant and 
lines in first, third, and fourth. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChvubUL bh 4U1.U94U bh UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 
AE, 3.57 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1394 230 
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363* Kardez. King seated legs crossed on wide bench. 

Obv.: King seated on a wide bench as above, but legs are 
crossed and his r. hand folded to his waist. Clock- 
wise legend, 

+ 2bNhU MUGUhNP 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Potent cross with half moon in first quadrant and 
lines in second, third, and fourth. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChvUbUL hb 4U.1U4%% bh (as before). 

AE, 4.93 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1398 69 


364* Kardez. King seated on bench-like throne. 
Obv.: King seated on bench-like throne. Clockwise legend, 
+ 26NhU /U.GUhNP 2U, (as before). 
Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh 4U,1.U.4 bh UbU (as before). 
AE, 2.78 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1419 24 


3865 Kardez. Reverse legend on both sides. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh RUAUA UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
Rev.: Cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ GhUbUL bh LUAUA UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, (PB coll.), CCA 1423 4 


366 Copper struck with silver tram die. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel and King Hetoum standing as before. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4QUPNLNh Wh U8 (by the will of God). 

Reyv.: A lion crowned and turned to r. holding a cross with 
l. paw. Clockwise legend, 
+2G6NhU OUGUhM 2U, (Hetoum king of the Arme- 
nians). 


AE, 4.60 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1421 1 


LEVON II 
(1270-1289) 


Levon II succeeded his father Hetoum I. He was a firm believer in 
the Mongol-Christian alliance, which could liberate the Holy 
Land. In the absence of concerted opposition, the Mamluks contin- 
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ued their conquest of the Latin states. Levon’s authority had been 
undermined by feudal barons whose loyalty to the Armenian 
throne was replaced by submission to the Egyptian sultan. He was 
unable to discipline the traitors of his country. 

In 1274, Sultan Baybars attacked Cilician Armenia without pre- 
text. Initially the Armenians suffered a terrible defeat; however, 
they were not completely crushed. Constable Smpad and Levon di- 
vided the army into two to trap the enemy and strike from the 
rear. The Egyptians received a mortal blow and Baybars died 
from the wounds he received from an Armenian archer. 

In 1281, there were hostilities between the Mongols and Mam- 
luks. Levon, who had a treaty of alliance with the Mongols, joined 
the battle against the Mamluks. The allies were defeated and the 
peace terms were extremely severe and humiliating for the Ar- 
menians. In the short peace which followed, Levon and his wife 
Queen Keran rebuilt the devastated country, and championed edu- 
cation and culture. The royal scriptorium produced some of the 
greatest masterpieces of Armenian manuscript illuminations 
during this period. Levon died in 1289. 


Gold 
3867 Tahekan. Lost in the Pera (Constantinople) fire of 1831. 
Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding reins with 1. hand, 
and with r. a staff extending over his r. shoulder. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ LENL MUGURNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 
Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh AUAUARL b UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 
AV, Sibilian pp. 13-14, SNS pp. 63-648 Lost 


Silver 
368 Tram. Pre-coronation coin of Hetoum-Zabel type but with le- 
gend “Levon.” 

Obv.: Queen Zabel standing on 1. facing. King Hetoum 
standing on r. facing. Both are crowned and wearing 
royal vestments, and holding a long cross. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+LGhNvL @CUGURNP 2U,38N (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 


8 For gold coins inscribed Levon-Hetoum, see p. 124, note 5. 
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372 
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Rev.: Crowned lion walking r., with 1. paw uplifted. No 
cross, no star. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTN heh U3 (by the will of God). 


AR, 2.76 g. (LS coll.), CCA 1425 14 

New tram. “Amenayn” inscription. Lion walking l. 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding reins with 1. hand, 
and a cross in r. hand with two bars extending over 
his r. shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+ LbNL WUGLhNAP UUGCLU3L *, (Levon king of all 
the Armenians). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh LULAUAL bh UbUh (struck in the city of 
Sis). 

AR, 2.39 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1477 284 

New tram. “Amenayn” inscription. Lion walking r. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGNvL CUGUhNP UUCULUL3U ", U (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking r., with r. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ 6huUbUL bh AULAWUAL bh UbU (as before). 

AR, 2.72 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1484V 3 

New tram. “Amenayn” inscription variety. Lion walking l. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbNuh UAURNAP UULbUUL ". (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChvubUL bh AUAUAL b UbUP (as before). 
AR, 2.85 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1477V 1 
New tram. Lion to 1. holding cross. 


Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL PUGURNP 2U.8hN3 (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion to 1., with r. paw holding a cross with 
two bars. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh LUAUAL b UbU (as before). 

AR, (BM coll.), CCA 1485 1 
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373+ 


374« 


375* 


376« 


377% 


New tram. Lion to r. holding cross. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGRNL OUGURNP 2U8hN3 (Levon king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Crowned lion to r., with 1. paw holding a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChULbUL bh AUUTUARL b UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 
AR, 2.55 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1495V 28 


New tram. Lion standing to 1. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL CUGURNP 2U.8U (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to 1. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUGUU bh RUAUAL PF UU (as before). 

AR, 2.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1489 14 


New tram. Lion standing to 1. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL /UGURNP 2U38U (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to 1. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULGUU bh HULUAL b UU (as before). 

AR, 2.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1489V 1 


New tram. Lion standing to r. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNUL MUGURNP 2U.8U (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to r. Behind him a cross with 
two bars. Clockwise legend, 
+ GhUGULL bh AULAUAL bh UbU (as before). 

AR, 3.00 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1509 125 


New tram. Lion standing to r. UhU, (Ayas) inscription. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL OUGURAP 2£U.8N (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to r. Behind him a cross with 
two bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL h RUAUAL bh UhU, (struck in the city of 
Ayas). 
AR, 2.83 g. (YN coll.), AN-J IV, p. 86, Nos. 4-7 29 
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New tram. Lion standing to 1. UU. (Ayas) inscription. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ LbhNL CUGUHhNP 2U,38U (as before). 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to 1. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUU bh RUTUAL b UU, (as before). 

AR, 2.53 g. (YN coll.), ANJ IV, p. 86, No. 1 9 


Half new tram. Complete legend on both sides. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbNvuh @U.4UhNP (King Levon). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1]. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ Chvubl bh AUAUAL UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 1.4 g. (JG coll.), CCA 1522V 3 


Half new tram. Only obverse with complete legend. 

Obyv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNuh @UGURAP (King Levon). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with two bars. Struck with a new tram 
die on small flan. Part of new tram legend visible. 

AR, 1.41 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1523 


Half new tram, struck with tram die. Partial legend on both 
sides. Lion walking l. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Clockwise partial le- 
gend, 
+LbNUL OUGULRAP UUGCLUL3L 2U.38 (?) (Levon King of 
all the Armenians). 

Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1., with 1. paw raised. Behind 
him a cross with two bars. Clockwise partial legend, 
+ ChubUL LUAUAL b UbU (?) (struck in the city of 


Sis). 
AR, 1.40 g. (NJ coll.), CCA 1528 12 


Half new tram, struck with tram die. Partial legend on both 
sides. Lion standing to r. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Legend mostly off flan. 

Rev.: Crowned lion standing to r. Behind him a cross with 
two bars. Legend mostly off flan. 

AR, 1.06 g. (NJ coll.), CCA 1535 6 
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383* Half new tram, struck with tram die. No legend. Lion stand- 
ing to r. 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Legend entirely off 
flan. 
Rev.: Crowned lion standing to r. Behind him a cross with 
two bars. Legend entirely off flan. 
AR, 1.32 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1539V 9 
384 Half new tram, struck with tram die. No legend. Lion walk- 
ing l. 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Legend entirely off 
flan. 
Rev.: Crowned lion walking 1. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Legend entirely off flan. 
AR, 1.18 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1528V 6 
385+ Half new tram, struck with tram die. No legend. Lion stand- 
ing to l. 
Obv.: King on horseback as before. Legend entirely off 
flan. 
Rev.: Crowned lion standing to 1. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Legend entirely off flan. 
AR, 1.44 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1526 3 
Copper 
3886 Tank. 
Obv.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+1bNVL OUGURNP 2U8U (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 
Rev.: Cross with stars in four quadrants. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ ChULbULL h RUAUAL U (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 7.50 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 225, No. 69 2 
387" Kardez. Lion to 1. 


Obv.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNv WUGUANP ..... (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Cross with stars as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh RUAUAUL bh UbU (struck in the city of 
Sis). 

AE, 3.37 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1540 34 
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Kardez. Lion to r. 
Obv.: Lion to r. and standing. Clockwise legend, 
+ LbhNL PUGURNP 2U.38N8 (as before). 
Rev.: Ornate cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ CPUBUL D .. . « (as before). 
AE, 4.69 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1574V 14 


Kardez. Lion walking |. on reverse. 

Obv.: Cross with stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend 
+LbhNv /UGUhN 2U.3 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh LULWURU hb HU (as before). 

AE, 4.23 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1562V 40 


Kardez. Lion to 1. on reverse. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: Cross with no field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+LENULh OUGUHMh 2U,N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion to l. and standing. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2U,SbUL bh LUDWUAL ... (as before). 

AE, 4.56 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1564 21 


Kardez. King’s name on both sides. 

Obv.: Cross with stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+LbN WUGUhNhM 2U (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+LbN MUGUhM 2U.8U (Levon king of the Armeni- 


ans). 
AE, 4.81 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1570V 8 


Kardez. Reverse legend on both sides. 
Obv.: Cross with stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbGUL bh A&U1U. hb (struck in the city of). 
Rev.: Lion walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh AUAUAL b U8 | (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, (PB coll.), CCA 1571la 3 


Kardez. Lion to 1. on reverse. “Kakn” inscription. 

Obv.: Cross with stars in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL CUGULhM 2U.8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion to 1. and standing. Clockwise legend, 
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+ ChULULL bh AULAV b Uh (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 3.93 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1562V 1 


HETOUM II 
(1289-1293, 1295-1296, 1301-1305) 


Levon II was survived by his queen, five sons and four daughters. 
His daughter Zabel married the brother of the king of Cyprus, Rita 
became the empress of Byzantium, and two others married Cru- 
sader princes. All of Levon’s sons, Hetoum, Toros, Smpad, Gos- 
dantin, and Oshin occupied the Armenian throne. Hetoum II suc- 
ceeded Levon II. His three intermittent reigns were beset with in- 
ternal and external strife. He was never crowned king and possi- 


bly for this reason did not issue silver coins, but only billons sim- 
ilar to the Crusaders. 

~ In 1293, Hetoum abdicated in favor of his brother Toros and re- 
tired to a monastery. No coins are ascribed to Toros. Two years 
later Hetoum was urged to return. Hetoum maintained the al- 
liance with Mongols and strengthened his ties with Cyprus, the 
only other Christian kingdom surviving in the Levant. In 1296, 
Hetoum and Toros travelled to Constantinople to pay a state visit 
to Rita and Michael IX, turning the regency over to Smpad. 


Silver 
394+ Billon. Latin cross. 
Obv.: King’s head facing. Clockwise legend, 
+2ARONhU CUGURM (Hetoum king), legend contin- 
ued on reverse. 
Rev.: Potent cross without field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUCLU3L 2U438N8 (of all the Armenians). 
AR, 0.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1575aV 16 


395 Billon. Latin cross. Inscription variety. 
Obv.: King’s head facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bfNhU OU.4T (Hetoum king), legend continued 
on reverse. 
Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ UUGCLU38L 2U.38 (of all the Armenians). 
AR, 0.56 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1584V 8 


396 Billon. Byzantine cross. 
Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 
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+ 2b6NhU U.9U, (Hetoum king), legend continued 
on reverse. 


Rev.: Long cross with two bars. Moon in second quadrant, 
star in third quadrant. Clockwise legend, 
+UUbCULU3UL 2U, (of all the Armenians). 

AR, 0.77 g. (JG coll.), CCA 1585V 10 


397+ Billon. Latin cross. King’s name on both sides. 


Obv.: King’s head facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b@NhU /U.4U.h (King Hetoum). 
Rev.: Potent cross with dots in second and fourth quadrant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b6@NhU OU.4URN (King Hetoum). 
AR, 0.69 g. (YN coll.) 1 
Copper 


398 Kardez. Crowned head. 


399» 


400+ 


Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b6@NhU /CUGURNP 2U.38: (Hetoum king of the Ar- 
menians). 
Rev.: Long cross with two bars. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL h 4U41U4U bh U (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 3.56 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1594 32 


Kardez. King seated on a bench-like throne. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


King seated in oriental fashion on a bench-like 
throne which has two legs on each side. Left hand 
raised holding cross and r. hand holding mace 
which extends over his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bNhU CUGURMT 2 (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbL bh AULWUAU bP Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 


AE, 3.08 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1623V 7 


Kardez. King seated on a pillow with two sides. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


King seated in oriental fashion on a pillow without 
legs, but has two sides. Left hand raised holding 
cross and r. hand holding mace which extends over 
his r. shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ 2bfNhU OU.4UhM (King Hetoum). 

Cross with dots as before. Clockwise legend, 
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401+ 


402 


403+ 


404 


405« 


+ GhubUL bh AUAUWAL Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 4.37 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1634V 24 


Kardez. King seated on invisible pillow or floor. 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion on an invisible pil- 
low or on floor. King’s vestment is folded between 
two knees. Left hand raised holding cross and r. 
hand holding mace which extends over his r. shoul- 
der. Clockwise legend, 
+ 26NhU U,4U,’ (King Hetoum). 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh UbU (struck in Sis). 

AE, 3.19 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1626V 12 


Kardez. King seated. King’s name on both sides. 
Obv.: King seated as before, but on a bench. Clockwise le- 
end, 
Sebenh (U.4U.R (King Hetoum). 
Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bfNhU CUGURM (King Hetoum). 
AE, 3.21 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1652 8 


Kardez. Brockage coin. 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion as before. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ 26NhU U,4U, (King Hetoum). 

Rev.: Mirror image of obverse. Incuse clockwise legend, 
+ 2G@NhU' /U.4U, (King Hetoum). 

AE, 2.41 g. (PB coll.), ANJ XVII, pp. 2-4 1 


Kardez. King seated, lacks king’s name. 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion as before. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ UUPNLNKORL U. & (by the power of God). 

Reyv.: Cross with four dots in four quadrants. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ ChubL h UU, (struck in the city). 

AE, 2.38 g. (PB coll.), ANJ XVI, pp. 16-19 1 


Kardez. Overstruck in Arabic. 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion on a bench-like 
throne with two legs on each side. Arabic overstrike 
not legible. 
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Rev.: Cross, overstruck in Arabic. Die matches with Ba- 
log’s® No. 149, 1. side inscription, attributed to al- 
Ashraf Salah al-Din Khalil, 689-693 A.H./A.D. 1290- 
1293. 

AE, 2.77 g. (YN coll.) 5 


406* Copper. Struck with billon die. 
Obv.: Crowned head of king facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2bfONhU OU.4UT (Hetoum king), legend continued 


on reverse. 
Rev.: Potent cross with various field marks. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+UUGCULU3UL 2U.38N (of all the Armenians). 
AE, 0.96 g. (PB coll.), ANJ XVI, pp. 16-19 1 


TOROS 
(1293-1295) 


No known coins. 


SMPAD 
(1296-1298) 


While Hetoum and Toros were away, Smpad usurped the throne 
and declared himself king. On their way home, Hetoum and 
Toros were intercepted by Smpad. Toros was strangled to death 
and Hetoum partially blinded. 


Silver 
407- Coronation tram.!° 
Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 


9 Paul Balog, The Coinage of the Mamluk Sultans of Egypt and Syria (New York, 
1964), p. 122. 

10 Since these coins are very similar to the regular trams of Levon I, they should 
be considered coronation trams as Bedoukian states in “A Coin Hoard of King 
Smpad,” Handes Amsorya, Vol. LXXVIII (1964), pp. 37-44 (in Armenian); SNS pp. 
380-383. 
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408 


410 


+UURUS UNF 2U,8N8 (Smpad king of the Armeni- 
ans). 


Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTARORL UUSNhONS (by the will of God). 

AR, 2.68 g. (YN coll.), SNS p. 380-3, CCA 1655V 6 

Tram. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and mace 
in his 1., extending over his shoulder. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+UURUS OUGM 2U.8! (as before). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNTNhERL UWUSNhONS (as before). 

AR, 2.89 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1673V 7 


Tram. Levon/Smpad inscription. 


Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Clockwise 
legend, 
+LbhNL CUGURNP 2U.8N8U, (Levon king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+UUPUS @UGURM 2U.8N8 (Smpad king of the Arme- 
nians). 

AR, 2.75 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 548 3 


Tram. King’s name on both sides. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


The king is seated on throne as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+UURUS @UGUhNP 2U.8N8 (Smpad king of the Ar- 
menians). 

A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+UURUS @UGUhM 2U.8N8 (Smpad king of the Arme- 
nians). 


AR, 2.56 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 543 2 
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411+ Half tram (or billon). 
Obv.: Lion walking r., behind him a cross. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+UURUS @U4M 2 (King Smpad). 
Rev.: Fleur-de-lys. Clockwise legend, 
+ GbuUbL bh £UWUA Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 0.85 g. (JG coll.), CCA 1677 4 


Copper 
412» Pogh. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. He holds reins with 1. 
hand, and mace with his r., extending over his r. 
shoulder. Patterned after the bilingual trams of 
Hetoum I. Clockwise legend, 
+UURUS MUGURM 2U, (Smpad king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Cross with four doves in flight in four quadrants. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ CbhubL bh £UL1UA Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 1.55 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1692V 30 


413 Pogh. Ornate design and inscription variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+URUS MUGURNP 2U, (as before). 

Rev.: Cross with dots and four doves in flight in four quad- 
rants. Clockwise legend, 
+CbubL bh RUAUAL b UbU (as before). 

AR, 2.13 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1680V 10 


GOSDANTIN I 
(1298-1299) 


Gosdantin I imprisoned Smpad, released Hetoum II, but seized the 
throne for himself. These fratricidal wars and discords encour- 
aged the Egyptians to make renewed incursions into Cilicia. A 
year later, Hetoum recovered his eyesight. People and princes 
wanted him back on the throne. Gosdantin released Smpad from 
prison and both of them fought against Hetoum, the lawful king. 
Hetoum defeated Smpad and Gosdantin in a battle, exiled them to 
Constantinople, and took the reign of the government for the third 
time. 
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Gold 


414" Tahekan. Castle. 


Obv.: King on horseback riding r. He holds reins with 1. 
hand, and an uplifted sword with his r. hand. Clock- 
wise legend, 

+ 4UNUSLULDPL @% 2U,8N8 (Gosdantin king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Castle with three turrets. Clockwise legend, 
+UUN3 REPL & OUGUM (the king is in the fortress 

| of Sis). 
| AV, 3.6 g. (VM coll.), SNS pp. 298-301, CCA 8 2 
Silver 


415» Tram. King’s name inscribed “Gosdentin.” 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+UNUSLULDhL OU4M 2U,8N8 (Gosdentin king of the 
Armenians). 

King is standing and facing, wearing crown and 
royal vestments. He holds an uplifted cross in his ]. 
hand and a sword in his r. hand. Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTNAERL U3 b OUGURM (by the will of God is 
he king). 


AR, 2.72 g. (FS XXII-455), CCA 1727a/1727b 8 


416* Tram. King’s name inscribed Gosdantianos. 


Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Dots below 
horse. Clockwise legend, 
+UNUSUULFHULM UIT 2.38 (Gosdantianos king of 
the Armenians). 

Rev.: King standing as before, but dot in 1. and r. field. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNLNhORL U3 bk WUGNP (by the will of God is 
he king). 

AR, 3.05 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1724V 16 

Copper 


417 Kardez. 


Obv.: 


Rev.: 


King is standing and facing, wearing crown and 
royal vestments. He holds an uplifted cross in his 1. 
hand and a sword in his r. hand. Clockwise legend, 
+UNUSULFPULI /U4M (Gosdantianos king). 
Ornate cross with dots. Clockwise legend, 
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+ GhubL bh 9U,1U.9-U UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 2.69 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1729V 10 


418 Kardez. Inscription variety. 
Obv.: King is standing and facing as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSULSPULM U,% (as before). 
Rev.: Ornate cross with dots. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubL bh RUULUAL UbUE (as before). 
AE, 2.22 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1732 34 


LEVON III 
(1301-1307) 


Hetoum II with 5,000 troops helped the Ilkhan general Ghazan in 
the Syrian campaign, and defeated the Egyptians near Homs in 
1299. However, Ghazan departed shortly after, and Egyptians re- 
occupied Syria. A second campaign was waged in 13801, and in a 
third campaign in 1303, the Mongol Army was decimated. 

In 1305, Hetoum abdicated in favor of Levon, the son of his 
brother Toros. Levon was appointed co-ruler in 1301. Both Hetoum 
and Levon were treacherously murdered by their Mongol allies in 
1307. Some historians allege that this crime was committed at the 
instigation of Armenian nationalists who resented the rap- 
prochement between Hetoum II, his nephew Levon III, and the 
Catholic church. Oshin, the fourth brother of Hetoum, hearing of 
the cowardly murder of Hetoum and Levon, rushed to Anazarbus 
at the head of a royal regiment and drove the Mongols from Ar- 
menian territory. Upon Oshin’s complaint, the Great Khan had 
the Mongol general decapitated. 


Silver 
41% Takvorin. Lion without claws. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a cross extending over his r. 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+ LbhNL /UGURNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 
Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Lion without claws. Dot in 1. field. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ ChuUbUL bh AUAUAL UbUb (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 2.43 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1734 53 
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420 


421 


422+ 


423+ 


Takvorin. Lion’s mare and star. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ LbhNL HUGURNP 2ULU,N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion’s mare walking r. as before, but lion has claws. 
Star under the lion. Clockwise legend, 
+COhubl bh RULWUAUL b UbU (as before). 

AR, 2.59 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1746 26 


Takvorin. Lion’s hair bunched. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ LbhNL WUGURM 2U.8N (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Lion’s hair bunched. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ GhubUL bh LULWUAL bP Ub (as before). 

AR, 2.51 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1789V 12 


Takvorin. Lion with conspicuous claws. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before, but king’s 
cross has two bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ LGhNL MUGUARNP 2U.8N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Lion’s claws have a dis- 
tinct appearance and the tail has three branches. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ ChUGL bh AUAUA b UbU (as before). 
AR, 2.15 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1769V 8 


Takvorin. Cross with two bars. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ LbhNL MUGUhM 2U.N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with two bars. Lion without claws. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULBUL bh RUWUA bP U (as before). 

AR, 2.59 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1775a 11 


Takvorin. No cross behind lion. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ LbERNY /MUGURNP 2U.38N8 hb (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. No cross behind lion. 
Clockwise legend, 
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+ChubLl bh RUWUAL b UDU (as before). 
AR, 2.2 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1804 2 


Takvorin. King’s name on both sides. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbRNL /OUGUhNP 2U.N8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. but lion has claws. 
Behind him a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+Lbhnv @UGUhNP 2U8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

AR, 1.82 g. (MA coll.), CCA 1805 2 


Takvorin. “Hanel” inscription variety. 

Oby.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbRNL OUGURAP 2U.NhS (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2UUbL h RULUAL bh UbU (prepared in the city of 
Sis). 

AR, (JG coll.), CCA 1806 3 


Takvorin. “Kakn” inscription variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbKNL /UGUhNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ¢huUbL h AUAL UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 


AR, 1.97 g. (YN coll.), L-IIIAR, No. 10 1 

Half tram. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 


+LbhNvL @UGUhAP 2 (Levon king of the Armenians). 
Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chubl h U.1U.% (struck in the city). 
AR, 1.49 g. (JG coll.), JG-L 1 
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429» Takvorin with Arabic overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan’s 


name, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 


Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before, but bearing 
Arabic overstrike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muham- 
mad. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but bearing Arabic over- 
strike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

AR, 2.0 g. (JG coll.), SNS p. 161-171 3 

430« Zinc takvorin. Copper-surfaced. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbohNvL WUGURAP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chubl bh RUWUAUL bh UbU (prepared in the city of 
Sis). 
AE, 2.53 g. (YN coll.), L-IIIAE 1 
Copper 


431» Kardez. King seated on bench-like throne. 


432+ 


433+ 


Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in 
r. hand and staff in 1., extending over his shoulder. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ LbRNL @UGUhAP 2 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Cross with lines in four quadrants. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+ @hUbULL bh LULU (struck in the city). 
AE, 2.44 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1810V 21 


Kardez. King seated in oriental fashion. 


Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion, holding cross in r. 
hand and staff in 1., extending over his shoulder. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ LGhNv U.4U.hM (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChvubUL bh ..... . . (struck in... . . ). 

AE, 1.59 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1819 49 


Kardez. King’s name on both sides. 


Obv.: 


King seated in oriental fashion, holding cross in r. 
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436« 
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hand and staff in 1., extending over his shoulder. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbrNv /UGURAL 2 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 
Rev.: Cross withlines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+Lb6hNUL /U,4U.KNP (Levon king of the Armenians). 
AE, 2.90 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1836 14 


Kardez. Ornamental throne. 

Obv.: King seated on a throne ornamented with lions, hold- 
ing cross in l. hand and staff in r., extending over 
his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 
+L bhNvL PUGURM 2U.8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Croos with lines as before. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chu... . AULU. (struck in the city of). 
AE, 3.84 g. (CNG XXVII-190), CCA 1816V 1 


Kardez. Reverse legend on both sides. 

Obv.: King seated on bench-like throne, holding cross in 1. 
hand and r. hand on his chest. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChuUbUL bh GU1.U.% b | (struck in the city of). 

Rev.: Plain cross with dots in four quadrants. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh QULU, (struck in the city). 

AE, 3.15 g. (WM coll.), NS p. 58, No. 45 3 


Kardez. “By the will of God” inscription. 

Obv.: King seated on bench-like throne, holding cross in 1. 
hand and r. hand on his chest. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNvL OU.GURNP (Levon king). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
+4UUPNLAhORL U (by the will of God). 

AE, 2.65 g. (WM coll.), NS p. 52, No. 34 4 


Kardez. Brockage coin. 

Obv.: King seated in oriental fashion, holding cross in r. 
hand and staff in 1., extending over his shoulder. 
Clockwise legend, 


+LGRNUL WUUGUh.. ... (Levon king .. ...). 
Rev.: Mirror image of obverse. Incuse legend, 
+LbRNL ULGUh.. ... (Levon king .. ...). 


AE, 1.75 g. (MA coll.) 1 
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OSHIN 
(1308-1320) 


Oshin returned to Tarsus where he was crowned king. His call 
for help from the West remained unanswered. The Mamluk sul- 
tan al-Nasir al-Din Muhammad, with 20,000 Egyptian troops and 
in alliance with the Turks of Iconium, invaded Cilician Armenia 
and advanced as far as Sis and Ayas without opposition. In 
September 1320, Oshin Baille with Constable Gosdantin, the king’s 
brother, attacked and surrounded the enemy in Ayas. The enemy 
left behind 6,000 dead and the rest were driven out of Cilicia. 
When the victorious Armenian army entered Sis, Oshin had 
already died on July 20, 1320. 


Silver 
438+ Coronation tram. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with 
lions, wearing a crown and royal mantle on his 
shoulders. He holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in his 1. His feet rest on a footstool. Above the 
fleur-de-lys, next to king’s head, is a hand with two 
fingers extended, indicating divine blessing. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+UhChvL MUGEN 2U,38N8 (Oshin king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNTNhOARL UUSh (by the will of God). 
AR, 2.86 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1844 10 


439 Coronation tram. Angel next to king’s head. 

Obv.: The king is seated on throne as before, but an angel 
is next to king’s head. Clockwise legend, 
+UhRChL /CUGURNP 2U,38N8 (as before). 

Rey.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ UPNTNK@ARL U3 & (as before). 

AR, 2.88 g. (YN coll.), SNS p. 498, 64V 1 


440» Half tram. 
Obv.: King seated on throne as before. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChL /CUGURAP 2U,38N8 (Oshin king of the Arme- 
nians). 
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Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UPNTNhShRv U38N8 (by the will of God). 

AR, 1.47 g. (JG coll.), JG-O 2 


Takvorin. “Shinel” inscription. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChvL CUGURM 2U38N (Oshin king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Dot above lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ ¢ChUbL bh AUGWUAU UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 2.44 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1886 16 


Takvorin. “Shinats” inscription. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChL MOUGUNM 2U.3 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ Chuo bh RUWUAL Ub (as before). 

AR, 2.50 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1908 26 


Takvorin. Ligatured SI (Uh=Ub). 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChL MUGUHM 2U.8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ Chuo bh QUAUAL UU (as before). 

AR, 2.67 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1918V 7 


Takvorin. Lion with claws. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UHChL MUGUhM 2U,8N° (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but the lion has claws. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ Chubl h LUAU UhU (as before). 

AR, 2.68 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1862aV 4 
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445» Takvorin. King without staff or mace. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. No staff or 
mace. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+URChL CUGULNM 2U,8N (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chuo bh LUWUAUL UhU (as before). 
AR, 2.55 g. (WM coll.), NS p. 89, No. 1883+1V 3 
446» Takvorin with Arabic overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan’s 
name, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before, but bearing 
Arabic overstrike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muham- 
mad. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but bearing Arabic over- 
strike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

AR, 2.36 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1947 6 

Copper 
447 Pogh. Struck with takvorin die. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChvL CUGUhM 2U8N (Oshin king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 

+ Ch... AUUTUAL Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 2.58 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1936 cI 
448 Pogh. 

Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne holding cross in 
r. hand, a fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+URCHL OUGURNAP 2 (as before. 

Rev.: Ornate cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chuo b RUWUA Uh (as before). 
AE, 1.20 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1936a 4 
449 Pogh. Inscription variety. 


Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne holding cross in 
r. hand, a fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+UhChL @UGUhM 2 (Oshin king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Ornate cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chuo b bh AULA (struck in the city). 
AE, 1.21 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1941 7 
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450+ Pogh. Reverse legend on both sides. 
Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne holding cross in 
r. hand, a fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULUL bh GU,1U.% U (struck in the city of Sis). 
Rev.: Ornate cross with four rays. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUUL bh AUD & (struck in the city). 
AE, 0.85 g. (PB coll.), AN-J XVI, pp. 16-19 BE 


LEVON IV 
(1320-1342) 


According to late king’s will, Oshin’s ten year old son, Levon IV, 
was his successor. The continued Mamluk attacks forced Levon to 
pay such a huge tribute that the country was near bankruptcy. 
Levon’s appeals to Europe for help brought no relief. His attempts 
to unite the Armenian church with the Roman church angered 
some factions and Levon was assassinated in 1342. 


Silver 
451+ Takvorin. “Shinel” inscription, lion with bushy tail. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
1. hand, and with his r., a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL OUGURM 2U.38N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 
Rev.: Bushy tail lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him 
a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChvUbL bh RUAUAL b UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 2.24 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1965V 3 


452» Takvorin. “Shineal” inscription. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL MUGUhM 2U.8N (as before). 
neve Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULUL bh RULTWUAL Db U (as before). 
AR, 2.60 g. (YN coll.), CCA 1967 62 


453+ Takvorin. “Shinats” inscription. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbRNL PUGURM 2U.38N (as before). 
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454+ 


456* 


457+ 


Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChuUo bh LUTUAL bP U (as before). 


AR, 2.22 g. (LS coll.), CCA 1982V 3 


Takvorin. Lion to 1. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbRNL CUGUhM 2U.8N (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. and facing 1. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUUL b RUTUAU b UbU (as before). 


AR, 2.39 g. (LS coll.), PCNS, CCA 1994 6 


Half tram. Struck with pogh die. 

Obv.: King seated on bench-like throne, holding cross in r. 
hand, and in his 1. a fleur-de-lys. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNvL CUGUhKT 2U38N (Levon king of the Armeni- 


ans). 

Rev.: Cross. Dots in third and fourth quadrants. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChUbUL bh AUDAUA U (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, (PB coll.), REA p. 474 1 


Takvorin with Arabic overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan’s 
name, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before, but bearing 
Arabic overstrike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muham- 
mad. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but bearing Arabic over- 
strike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

AR, 2.37 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2028 80 


Takvorin overstruck with star on obverse. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Overstruck 
with a six-pointed star within a circle and a dot 
within the star. The star is overstruck on horse’s 


head. 
Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. 
AR, 1.9 g. (JG coll.) 1 


Takvorin overstruck with star on reverse. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Overstruck with a six- 
pointed star within a circle and a dot within the star. 
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The star is overstruck on lion’s head. 
AR, 1.92 g. (JG coll.) 1 


459» Takvorin overstruck in Arabic twice. 

Obv.: Overstrike 2, overstruck with a circular die. Arabic 
script inside the circle reads “la Ilah illa-Allah” 
(there is no God but Allah). 
Overstrike 1, overstruck in Arabic most likely with 
the die of al-Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 
Undertype, king on horseback riding r. as before. 

Rev.: Overstrike 2, overstruck with a circular die belong- 
ing to king al-Ashraf. Arabic script inside the circle 
reads “al-Malik al-Ashraf” (King al-Ashraf). 
Overstrike 1, overstruck in Arabic most likely with 
the die of al-Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 
Undertype, lion walking r. as before. 

AR, 2.19 g. (JG coll.) i 


Copper 
460 Large pogh. 

Obv.: King seated on an unusual throne, holding in his r. 
hand a staff, extending over his shoulder; cross in 1. 
hand. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL OUGURM 2U, (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Ornate cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ ¢bhubl bh &UDUA UbU (Struck in the city of Sis). 

AE, 2.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2003 2 


461 Pogh. Staff/cross in hands. Throne adorned with lions. 

Obv.: King seated on an unusual throne decorated with 
lions, holding in his r. hand a staff, extending over 
his shoulder; cross in 1. hand. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGhNL @UGURM (King Levon). 

Rev.: Ornate cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUbULL bh 4U,1U,% (struck in the city). 

AE, 1.9 g. (PB coll.), CCA 1998b 10 


462+ Pogh. Staff/cross in hands. Throne similar to large pogh. 
Obv.: King seated on an unusual throne, holding in his r. 
hand a staff, extending over his shoulder; cross in 1. 
hand. Clockwise legend, 
+LGhRNL OUGURM 2 (Levon king of the Armenians). 
Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
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463+ 


464+ 


465« 


466. 


467 


+@hubL AULUAL (struck in the city of). 


AE, 1.46 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2010 12 

Pogh. Cross/staff in hands. 

Oby.: King seated as before, but cross in r. hand and staff 
in 1. extending over his 1. shoulder. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbhNL MUGUhM 2 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChUUL bh LUAU (struck in the city). 

AE, (JG coll.), CCA 2010V 9 

Pogh. Staff/orb in hands. 

Obv.: King seated as before, but staff in r. hand extending 
over his shoulder and orb in 1]. Clockwise legend, 
+LbGhNL @UGURAP (Levon king). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubL AUDUA b Uh (struck in the city of Sis). 

AE, 1.05 g. (JG coll.), CCA 2012V 8 

Pogh. Cross/orb in hands. 

Obv.: King seated as before, but cross in r. hand and orb in 
1. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNnv @UGURM 2U.38U (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL AUTUAL b U (struck in the city of Sis). 

AE, 1.10 g. (YN coll.) 5 

Pogh. Cross/fleur-de-lys in hands. 

Obv.: King seated as before, but cross in r. hand and fleur- 
de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 

+ LbRNL CUGURM 2U.8N (as before). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
+Chubl bh RUDAUAL bP U (as before). 

AE, 1.42 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2020V 33 

Pogh. Reverse legend on both sides. 


Obv.: King seated as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL hb AUDUA (struck in the city of). 
Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ Chub..... ULUA b (struck in the city of). 
AE, (AD coll.), CCA 2026 1 
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GUY 
(1342-1344) 


Levon IV had no male heir. He named Guy Lusignan, the son of 
his father Oshin’s sister, Zabel. Guy was from a French Crusad- 
ing family. He accepted the offer of the crown with some hesita- 
tion. Guy refused to pay tribute to the Muslims. He was insensitive 
to the feelings of Armenian people and used the French name Guy 
rather than the Armenian form, Gosdantin. He filled his court 
with non-Armenians. Similar to Levon IV, Guy endeavored to 
bring a union with the Roman church, in the hope of receiving 
military and financial assistance. During a riot fomented by his 
enemies, Guy and his Frankish bodyguards were killed. 


Silver 
468 Takvorin. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a cross extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+4bh @UGURM 2U.8N8 (Guy king of the Armenians). 
Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL RUAUAUL Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 2.21 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2034 12 


469» Takvorin. Variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a fleur-de-lys extending 
over his shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise 
legend, 
+Uh @UGhAP 2U38N (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL £U.WUAU Uh (as before). 


AR, 2.05 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2037V 5 
Copper 
470 Pogh. 


Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in 
r. hand and fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+h MUGURM 2U.38N (Guy king of the Armenians). 
Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL AU.AUA U (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 1.4 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 242, No. 109 4 
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GOSDANTIN III 
(1344-1363) 


The Armenian nobles elected Gosdantin, son of Marshal Baldwin 
of Neghr, as king. He was not related to the Roupenian or 
Hetoumid lines, but was related to the royal house through his wife 
Marie, daughter of Oshin Baille. Gosdantin’s position was unen- 
viable. The situation was getting worse daily. With the help of 
Dieudonné de Gozon, Grand Master of Rhodes, the port of Ayas 
was returned to Armenia in 1347, but lost permanently the follow- 
ing year. 

In 1860, the Mamluk sultan Malik al-Nasir invaded Cilicia and 
carried away an immense quantity of booty. The Muslims of 
Karaman besieged the port of Gorigos, which was rescued by King 
Peter I Lusignan of Cyprus. Gosdantin died in 13868. 

The first two coins (Nos. 471 and 472), one struck in Tarsus and 
the other struck in Sis, respectively, share the same obverse die. 
Apparently, two identical working dies were manufactured from 
a mother die for the Tarsus and Sis mints. 


Silver 
471» Takvorin struck in Tarsus. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+4UNUSCULFPL UL (Gosdentin king). 
Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUGL h RLUTUA SUP (struck in the city of Tarsus). 
AR, 2.22 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2045 6 


472» Takvorin struck in Sis. King’s name “Gosdentin.” 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+ UNUSLUPL (Uo (Gosdentin king). 
Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubL h AUUAUARUL UU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 2.02 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2066 5 


473+ Takvorin struck in Sis. King’s name “Gosdantin.” 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSULFhL 9% 28 (Gosdantin king of the Arme- 
nians). 
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474» 


475+ 


476+ 


477+ 
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Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL AUAUAL UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, 1.97 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2059V 25 


Takvorin struck in Sis. King’s name “Gosdtin.” 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSHhL CUGUhM 2 (Gosdtin king of Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL AULUAL b Ub (as before). 

AR, 2.66 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2084V 7 


Takvorin struck in Tarsus. Lion walking 1. Oddity. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSULEPDL OM (Gosdantin king). 
Rev.: Lion walking 1. and facing 1. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+6hUbUL bh LUAU SU (struck in thecity of Tarsus). 
AR, 2.15 g. (WM coll.), WMM p. 12, No. 2041+1 1 


Takvorin struck in Tarsus. King riding 1. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding 1., holding the reins with 
his r. hand, and with his 1., holding a staff extending 
over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ UNUSLUDMPL ULM (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+C6huUbL LUAUAL UWPU (as before). 

AR, 1.2 g. (JG coll.) al 


Takvorin struck in Sis. King riding 1. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding 1., holding the reins with 
his r. hand, and with his 1., holding a staff extending 
over his shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ UNUSLMPL U4 2U.38N: (Gosdantin king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ GhuUbUL AULT: UU (Struck in the city of Sis). 
AR, (GH 167-2224) 1 
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478 Takvorin with Arabic overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan’s 
name, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 
Obv.: King on horseback r. as before, but bearing Arabic 
overstrike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 
Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but bearing Arabic over- 
strike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 
AR, 2.24 g. (YN coll.), SNS pp. 161-171 5 


Copper 
479» Pogh struck in Tarsus. 
Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in 
r. hand and fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+4NUSULShL /U,% (Gosdantin king of the Armeni- 
ans). 
Rev.: Cross withlines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubL bh AUD, SW (struck in the city of Tarsus). 
AE, 0.89 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2120 7 


480« Pogh struck in Sis. 
Obv.: King seated as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ YUNUSULIhHL UG 2U.8N8 (Gosdantin king of the 
Armenians). 
Rev.: Cross with lines as before. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChUUL RUTUAL Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 1.12 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2121V 11 


LEVON THE USURPER 
(1363-1365) 


Levon the Usurper is not mentioned in contemporary histories. 
Some historians refer to a Levon as an usurper without admitting 
his royal lineage. It is possible that he was one of the two sons of 
Gosdantin III. Numismatist and historian K. J. Basmadjian notes 
that this Levon usurped the throne after his father’s death as a 
lawful heir. Numismatic evidence supports the reign of a Levon 
who ruled for a brief period between Gosdantin III and Gosdantin 
IV. 


Silver 
481 Takvorin. Bushy tail lion. 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
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483+ 


485+ 


Armenian Coins and Their Values 


+1buUNL PUGUAM 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: A bushy tail lion walking r. with hairy mane and 
legs. Behind him a cross with one arm. Field marks. 
Clockwise legend, 

+ ChLbUL bh AUDAUAL b Ub (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 2.25 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2134 34 


Takvorin. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback as before. Various field marks. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbU NUL OUGURM 2U,! (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. with hairy mane and legs. Behind 
him a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULbGUL bh LUAUAL b UI (as before). 

AR, 2.18 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2151 16 


Takvorin. King on fat horse, slender lion. 

Obv.: King on fat horseback riding r., holding reins with 
his 1. hand, and with his r., a heavy mace extending 
over his shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise 
legend, 
+LbUNL WUGURM LU, (as before). 

Rev.: Slender lion walking r., behind him a cross with one 
arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChULLUL bh AUAWUAL bh Ub (as before). 
AR, 2.23 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2158 34 


Takvorin. Low percentage of silver, Levon with h. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. had, and with his r., a heavy mace extending over 
his shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbhNVL MUGURM 2U.38N (as before). 

Rev.: A lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh LUAUAL Uh (as before). 
AR, 1.60 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 471 7 


Takvorin. Low percentage of silver, ligatured VO ((4N=). 
Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+LbMUL OUGURM 2U,N8 (as before). 
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Rev.: A lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChLUL bh ALUDTUAU UbU (as before). 


AR, 1.8 g. (JG coll.), CCA 2158V 1 
486* Takvorin. King’s name on both sides. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+LbuNv OUGUhM 2U,| (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. with hairy mane and legs. Behind 
him a cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+LbUNvL OUGLhM 2U,! (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

AR, 2.22 g. (MA coll.), CCA 2162V 6 

487 Takvorin with Arabic overstrike bearing Mamluk sultan’s 
name, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before, but bearing 
Arabic overstrike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muham- 
mad. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. as before, but bearing Arabic over- 
strike attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad. 

AR, 2.30 g. (PB coll.), SNS pp. 161-171 5 

Copper 
488 Pogh. King seated on a bench. 

Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in 
r. hand and fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+LGUNU ... 2U,3N (Levon ... of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 
+..bl bh RLUAUAL . . (struck in the city of). 

AE, 1.38 g. (YN coll.), CCA (1979) 2168a 4 

489» Pogh. Inscription variety. 


Obv.: King seated on a bench-like throne, holding cross in 
r. hand and fleur-de-lys in 1. Clockwise legend, 
+LbuNv @UGUhM (King Levon). 

Rev.: Plain cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChUbUL bh RUUUAL (struck in the city of). 
AE, 1.65 g. (WM coll.), WMM p. 56, No. 6 1 
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490« Pogh struck with takvorin die. 


Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+1LbUNL PUGURM 2U.38N (Levon king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubUL bh 4U.1.U.% U.. (as before). 

AE, 1.4 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 248, No. 117 1 


GOSDANTIN IV 
(1365-1373) 


Gosdantin IV was the son of Hetoum, the Lord of Neghr. Accord- 
ing to one source he was a tyrant and selfish ruler, indifferent to 
the welfare of his country. In 1873, he was assassinated during a 
palace revolution. 


Silver 
491* Takvorin. King’s name inscribed “Gosdantin.” 


492+ 


Obv.: King on horseback riding r., holding reins with his 
l. hand, and with his r., a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Various field marks. Clockwise legend, 
+UNUSUUthL UU. (Gosdantin king). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChvuUL bh LUWUAU bP U (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 1.90 g. (YN coll.), SNS p. 249, No. 118 4 

Takvorin. King’s name inscribed “Gosdentn.” 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 

+ UNUSLULML WUGUM 2 (Gosdentin king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing. Behind him an ornate 


cross with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+ ChULUL bh AUAUAL b UP | (struck in the city of Sis). 


AR, 1.84 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2188V 26 
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493+ 


494» 


495« 


496 


Takvorin. King’s name inscribed “Godentn,” ligatured AL 
(UL =U. ). 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+UNSCULML CUGUAM 2 (Godentn king of the Arme- 
nians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ Chu, h AUAUA UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 2.09 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2209V 4 

Takvorin. Ligatured OS and AD (NU=M and US=W). 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+4UMPULFL OUGUM 28 (Gosdantin king of the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing. Behind him a cross with 
one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ GhULUL bh RULUAUL Uh (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 2.03 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2215V 5 

Takvorin. King riding 1. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding 1., holding the reins with 
his r. hand, and staff with his ]., extending over his 
shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ .«.SlUh ... 2N8 (Gosdentin king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 
+Chu ... 1U%U b U... (struck in the city of Sis). 

AR, 1.55 g. (WM coll.), WMM p. 84, No. 102 1 

Takvorin. King riding 1., lion walking 1. Oddity. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding 1., holding the reins with 
his r. hand, and staff with his ]., extending over his 
shoulder. Clockwise legend, 

+ WNUS.... wo. (Gosdantin king of the Armenians?). 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. and facing 1. Behind him a cross 
with one arm. Clockwise legend, 

+ ¢GhublL bh RUDTUAL b UbU (?) (struck in the city of 
Sis). 
AR, (VM coll.), CCA 2236 2 
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Copper 
497+ Pogh. 
Obv.: King seated on a throne holding cross in 1. hand. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ UNUSCUPL (ULS.. 2N8 (Gosdantin king of the Ar- 
menians). 
Rev.: Cross with lines in four quadrants. Clockwise legend. 
+ ChvublL bh AULAWUAL Pb UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, 0.95 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 249, No. 120 1 


498 Pogh struck with takvorin die. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSLUDPL /U.4M 2N8 (as before). 

Rev.: Lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ ChubLl hb RUAUAL hb UbU (as before). 

AE, 1.6 g. (PB coll.), SNS p. 250, No. 121 1 


499 Pogh struck with takvorin die. Inscription variety. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding r. as before. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ UNUSCUMDMPL .... (Gosdantin ...). 

Rev.: Lion walking r., behind him a cross with one arm. 
Clockwise legend, 
+ Chu. ..1.UAU UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AE, 1.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2223 2 


LEVON V 
(1374-1375) 


Leo (Levon V), the nephew of Guy, was chosen to assume the 
Armenian throne. During the reign of Gosdantin III, he had 
found refuge in Cyprus, since Gosdantin wanted no contenders to 
the throne other than his own heirs. Leo could not depart for Sis 
immediately because the island was under the piratical control of 
the Genoese, who demanded huge sums of money from the 
Cypriotes as war indemnity. Leo sold everything he had, 
including his wife’s crown, and sailed to Gorigos which was still 
under the control of the Cypriotes. He had one hundred men-at- 
arms with him and recruited a few archers in Gorigos as his 
army. 
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On July 26, 1374, Leo reached Sis and was crowned as King 
Levon V on September 14, 1374. Levon antagonized the people by 
ruling the country according to the Latin tradition. 

A combined army of Turks and Egyptians moved against Sis. 
More than 30,000 enemy troops surrounded the fortress and Levon 
was wounded. Receiving a letter of safe conduct from the Egyptian 
commander, Levon surrendered on April 14, 1875, reigning less 
than eight months and ending Roupenian rule in Cilicia, which 
lasted three hundred years. 

Levon was taken as prisoner to Cairo. After ransom was paid, 
on October 7, 1882 Levon was released and sailed from Alexan- 
dria. He went to Europe with Paris as his destination. He died on 
November 29, 1393 in Paris. He was buried in the monastery of the 
Celestines, but during the French Revolution, his ashes were scat- 
tered to the winds. His tomb was later placed in the basilica of St. 
Denis. 


Silver 
500 Billon. “King of Armenians” inscription. 
Obv.: King’s bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 
+ LbhNvL U4 (Levon ki-), legend continued on re- 
verse. 
Rev.: Simple cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UhNf 2U8N3 (ng of the Armenians). 
AR, 0.50 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2237 5 


501* Billon. “By the will of God” inscription. 
Obv.: King’s bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNvL /@U.4UhNP (Levon king). 
Rev.: Cross with lines in four quadrants. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+4UUPNLNhORL U8 (by the will of God). 
AR, 0.58 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2238 7 


502 Billon. “Of all Armenians” inscription. 

Obv.: King’s bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNv @UUGUhM (Levon king), legend continued 
on reverse. 

Rey.: Cross with lines in four quadrants. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+UUbCULU8U 2U8 (of all the Armenians). 

AR, 0.75 g. (WM coll.), WMM, CCA 2239 1 
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legend, 
+LbhNUL U4U.hN (Levon king). 

AR, (AD coll.), Sp 102-469 1 

504+ Billon. Reverse legend on both sides. 

Obv.: King’s bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNLNR&A (by the will of God). 
Rev.: Cross with half moon second quadrant. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ 4UUPNLNR&R (by the will of God). 
AR, 0.75 g. (WM coll.), WMM 2241+3 3 
Copper 
505+ Pogh. “Of all Armenians” inscription. 

Obyv.: Lion of Cyprus walking r. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNv (@U.9U.h (Levon king), legend continued on 
reverse. 

Rev.: Simple cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUbULU3L 2U.38N (of all the Armenians). 

AE, 0.67 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2242V 9 

506 Pogh. Complete inscription. 

Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking r. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNu @UGUhM (Levon king), legend continued 
on reverse. 

Rev.: Simple cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUGCULU38U 2U48N8 (of all the Armenians). 

AE, 0.68 g. (YN coll.), CCA 2243 1 

507+ Pogh. “By the will of God” inscription. 
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Billon. King’s name on both sides. 

Obv.: King’s bust, crowned, facing. Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNU U.4U.hN (Levon king). 

Rev.: Cross with dots in each quadrant. Clockwise incuse 


Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking r. Clockwise legend, 
+Lbhnvu @U.4UhM (Levon king), legend continued 
on reverse. 

Rev.: Cross with star in first quadrant and half moon in 
fourth. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNTNHGER (by the will of [God]). 
AE, 0.57 g. (MA coll.), WMM 224541, CCA 2245V 5 
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508 Pogh. Lion to 1. 


Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking 1. Clockwise legend, 
+ LGR. ceeeee (Levon king), legend continued on re- 
verse. 

Rev.: Simple cross. Clockwise legend, 
+UUGULL8L 2U, (of all the Armenians). 

AE, 0.8 g. (WM coll.), WMM p. 90, No. 1, CCA 2245 2 


POST ROUPENIAN 


There are some coins resembling Armenian takvorins with 
pseudo-Armenian and not legible. It is possible that they were 
struck at the mint of Sis, as a currency acceptable to the local pop- 
ulation. 


Silver 
509 Billon resembling the takvorin of Gosdantin IV. 


Obv.: King on horseback to r. Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

AR, 2.2 g. (JG coll.), CCA 2246 2 


Copper 
510 Copper coin resembling a takvorin. Lion walking r. 


511 


Obv.: King on horseback to r. Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

Rev.: Lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

AE 1.05 g. (MA coll.), CCA 2247 18 


Copper coin resembling a takvorin. Lion walking 1. 

Obv.: King on horseback to r. Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

AE, (WM coll.), CCA 2248 3 
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512 Copper coin resembling takvorin. King on horseback riding 

1., lion walking 1. 

Obv.: King on horseback riding to 1. Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

Rev.: Lion walking 1. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 

AE, 2.0 g. (JG coll.), CCA 2249 2 


513* Copper coin. Lion on both sides. 
Obv.: Lion walking r. Behind him a cross with one arm. 
Legend, 
+ Pseudo-Armenian characters. 
Rev.: Lion rampant 1. No cross. Legend, 
Pseudo-Armenian characters. 
AEF, 1.38 g. (CNG XXVII-234) 1 
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COINS STRUCK IN GREATER ARMENIA 


KIURKE II CUROPALATUS 
(1048-1100) 


Kiurke II ruled in Lori, located in the northeastern portion of 
greater Armenia. He is credited of striking the earliest coin 
bearing Armenian letters. The design is patterned after the 
anonymous bronzes of Byzantine ruler John Zimisces (969-976). 


Copper 
514 Byzantine style. Armenian inscription. 

Obv.: Bust of Christ facing, halo surrounds his head, face 
lightly bearded, holding Gospels, near his shoulders 
abbreviated in Armenian, 
8U-QU (8pumu Lphpunnu—Jesus Christ). 

Rev.: Within circle five-lined Armenian inscription, 
se n& /vb UMPY / bh UMU, / WU / Shu 
(may the Lord aid Kiurke the Curopalatus). 

AE, 7.1 g. (JG coll.), SNS p. 254, No. 1 12 


ABAGHA KHAN 
(663-680 A.H./A.D. 1265-1282) 


The Mongol ruler Abagha Khan issued a multilingual coin in 
greater Armenia which included an Armenian inscription. 


Copper 
515« Trilingual. Cross. 
Obv.: Khaghanou darougha Abaghanen deiedkekolok. 
Mongol characters in four lines. 
Rev.: In the center, in the four corners of cross fourchee, in 
Armenian, 
un-w5-ju-pu (Lord God-Jesus Christ). 
Marginal legend in Arabic, 
daly al Qa! es) ovis wi rom 
(In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—one God). 
AE, 3.0 g. (Tbilisi Mus. coll.), Kapanadze 106 60 
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COUNTERFEIT ARMENIAN COIN DETECTION 


Introduction 

People often ask how one can determine if a coin is authentic or 
counterfeit. There is no short or clear cut answer to this question. 
The fact that numerous collectors have solicited this information 
indicates the need for a convenient reference about counterfeit 
Armenian coin detection.! 

Knowledge and experience are the best protection against coun- 
terfeits. Experience in this subject is built gradually and cannot 
be acquired overnight. This includes an understanding of the 
technical aspects of coin manufacture and metrology. Generally, 
a collector should purchase coins from knowledgeable and rep- 
utable dealers who specialize in the field of ancient and medieval 
coins. Reputable dealers are more than happy to satisfy a collector 
who believes he may have unknowingly purchased a counterfeit. 

Among the technical characteristics of a hammered or struck 
coin are cracks which appear on the edge and pass through the 
flan. It is hard to find a genuine hammered coin which does not 
have cracks on the edge. Holding an ancient or medieval coin in 
one’s fingers, rotating it under a magnifying glass, will quickly 
reveal if the edge possesses cracks, or if it is cut and filed to re- 
duce excess weight or the evidence of casting. A genuine te- 
tradrachm of the Artaxiad period or a Roupenian silver coin will 
display numerous cracks on the edge. Close examination with a 
strong magnifying glass is sufficient. 

In ancient times (Artaxiad dynasty), blanks of metal were cast 
or cut from bars.? Coin blanks were sometimes cast in a spherical 
mold; others were just flat dumped, which probably would cause 
irregular or bevelled edges; and some were cast in cylindrical 
shape like a bar. In the medieval period (Roupenian dynasty), the 
metal was flattened by hammering and cut with scissors into cir- 


1 Reprinted from AN.J, Vol. XVIII (June 1992), No. 2, pp. 27-32, pl. II, with some 
revisions. 

2G. F. Hill, Ancient Methods of Coining (Numismatic Chronicle reprint series, 
New York, 1977). 
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cular blanks.? Blanks were carefully weighed, trimmed to shape 
to bring the weight within the required tolerance (unlike gold and 
silver, the tolerance on copper or bronze coins was not extremely 
tight), heated, placed between obverse and reverse dies, and struck 
with a heavy hammer on the back of the upper die. In most cases, 
during the striking process, very fine cracks developed on the 
edges of hammered coins as the metal was spread outward. On 
many authentic ancient coins (but not medieval), there is a con- 
cavity on the reverse side which is hardly noticeable; in contrast, 
forgeries tend to have a flat or even convex reverse. 

Modern forgers may produce counterfeits by striking or casting. 
This writer has not yet encountered a genuine cast Armenian 
coin. Small time operators may produce fakes by casting, whereas 
larger scale production may make use of striking presses. There 
is no guarantee that all struck coins are authentic; several of the 
counterfeits of rare types which are known were probably made in 
this manner. 

Weight is another indication of authenticity. If a tetradrachm of 
the Artaxiad period has a weight of 18 grams (or 12 grams low 
weight), or if a bilingual tram has a weight of 4 grams (or 2 
grams low weight), this by itself should raise the suspicion of a 
collector. This is where published literature regarding the average 
weight and size of a coin becomes extremely useful. 

Specific gravity determination is another good indication of a 
coin’s authenticity.4 For coins, the well-known method of the 
Greek scientist Archimedes is commonly used. The fineness of 
silver coins of Levon I and Hetoum I is very high (more than 
90%) whereas those of Levon III and Levon IV is much less 
(around 50%). Especially for silver coins, precautions should be 
taken to assure that the result is accurate and repeatable. Internal 
spaces and external corrosion can cause problems—a coin needs 
to be in good condition to obtain an accurate result. 

Perhaps the most important factor to protect the collector against 
forgeries is knowledge of what constitutes a genuine coin. Here 
good numismatic literature is essential. Familiarity with the look 
and feel of genuine coins, and knowing where to quickly locate 
metrological data for reference, is the strongest defense against 
becoming a victim of a deception scheme. 


3 Pp. Z. Bedoukian, “Minting Technique in Cilician Armenia,” ANJ, Vol. XIX 
(September 1993), No. 3, pp. 49-57; for its Armenian version see Handes Amsorya, 
Vol. LXXVII (April-June 1963), Nos. 4-6, pp. 247-264; also in SNS pp. 371-380. 

4 E. R. Caley, “Estimation of Composition of Ancient Metal Objects; Utility of 
Specific Gravity Measurements,” Analytical Chemistry, Vol. XXIV (1952), pp. 676- 


178 Armenian Coins and Their Values 


Last but not least, the student should have reference literature 
and information about existing imitations and forgeries. A 
knowledgeable collector is already alerted and to certain extent 
protected against becoming a victim. 


CATALOGUE OF FORGERIES 


The coins catalogued below give an indication of the accumu- 
lated fake Armenian coins. Some of these coins were deliberately 
manufactured with built in “errors” to protect the manufacturer 
from the law. They may have been made as souvenirs or as copies 
of museum specimens. But there is a thin line between a “display” 
or “souvenir” copy, and a coin intended to deceive collectors. 
Today’s innocent imitation manufactured for a display case can 
be tomorrow’s deception in the hands of an unscrupulous 
individual. The following catalogue is not intended to be a com- 
plete list of existing forgeries, but it may be helpful as a guide in 
identifying if a coin is genuine or counterfeit. Readers having 
unpublished counterfeit Armenian coins are encouraged to contact 
the author or the Armenian Numismatic Society. 


Tigranes II tetradrachm made of gold 
1 Tigranes the Great was one of the most powerful and glorious 
kings of Armenia. During his reign Armenia climbed to unpar- 
alleled power. Therefore, it is understandable that people would 
choose his most attractive coin, the silver tetradrachm, to copy as a 
fantasy piece, imitation or souvenir.® 

One such gold piece is illustrated in the colorful album, Trea- 


5 In his paper “Gold Forgeries of Tigranes the Great of Armenia,” SNS pp. 72-76, 
reprinted from ANSMN, Vol. XI (1964), pp. 303-306, plate XLIX, Paul Z. Bedoukian 
describes six gold pieces: 1. A struck piece with a clasp. Reverse Tyche of Antioch 
holds the decapitated head of the river-god Orontes, instead of a palm-branch. 2, 3. 
Both cast from a single reverse die, although one of them is on a larger flan. 
Tyche of Antioch on the reverse. 4. A cast piece of crude workmanship, Tyche of 
Antioch reverse. 5. Appears to be struck, Tyche of Antioch reverse. 6. A tetra- 
drachm size, gilded or covered with gold foil. Tyche of Antioch on the reverse. 
Bedoukian considers all of these gold coins of Tigranes the Great as forgeries. 
The fact that Tigranes was the most illustrious king of Armenia may have been a 
deciding factor in the choice of this type for the gold forgeries. 

D. G. Kapanadze reports that (Georgian Numismatics (Moscow, 1955), p. 159, No. 
147) he has discovered a gold coin of Tigranes the Great overstruck on a 5-ruble 
Russian gold piece. Beneath the overstrike of Tigranes one could see the undertype 
traces of the date and the tail of the double headed eagle. 
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sures of Etchmiadzin.® It was created in Armenia during the mid- 
sixties by Grigor Gevorkian. Henry Sarkissian, a numismatist 
from Erevan, writes: “I am sending a short three-page article on 
the postage stamps issued to mark the earthquake [in Armenia]. I 
decided to write an article about this, since on one of them the pic- 
ture of Tigranes the Great is illustrated. This ‘coin’ which has 
seen wide circulation in the world, was manufactured in front of 
my eyes by a modern sculptor and, regretfully, was published in a 
book (see the Treasures of Etchmiadzin album), and now is 
reprinted on a postage stamp. Nevertheless, we numismatists are 
the guilty ones....”” 

This gold piece is very similar to a silver tetradrachm cata- 
logued in CAA.® There are three major differences: 1) on the ob- 
verse each tiara peak has four stones instead of two, 2) the shape of 
eight-pointed star is completely different from those on the te- 
tradrachms of Tigranes, 3) on the reverse, Tyche’s crown has four 
peaks instead of three and Tyche is holding the decapitated head 
of the swimmer. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 7 (in this catalogue). 
Rev.: Similar to No. 7 (in this catalogue). 
AV26 mm, type of CAA 16V 


Tigranes II tetradrachm sand cast in gold 

2» Armenian jewelers in Lebanon and Syria have manufactured 
gold copies of Tigranes II tetradrachms. These are sold as sou- 
venirs, and mounted in gold bezels and chains to be used as pen- 
dants. Perhaps these might be considered innocent or harmless 
souvenirs or jewelry. But a few generations later, or in unscrupu- 
lous hands, an uninformed collector might become a victim of a 
deception scheme. Curiously, the design is identical to Becker’s 
creation. If it were not for the presence of a grainy texture, an 
indication of sand casting, and very smooth and rounded edges, 
one might conclude that this forgery is struck from the same dies. 
Dies similar to CAA 34. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 5 (in this catalogue). 

Rev.: Similar to No. 5 (in this catalogue). 

AV26 mn, 18.24, 19.48, 20.62 g., 22 kt. WG forgeries coll. 


6 Treasures of Etchmiadzin (Etchmiadzin, 1984), p. [199]. 

7H. V. Sarkissian, “Philatelic Material Issued on the Occasion of Great Trage- 
dy in Armenia,” ANJ, Vol. XVI (March 1990), No. 1, pp. 2-4, illus. (in Armenian 
with English summary). Also, a private communication to the author from Henry 
Sarkissian, dated March 24, 1989. 

8 Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), p. 49, 
pl. 3, No. 16. 
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Tigranes II gold 

3+ Medallist Zaven Keledjian notified us that in 1950, a gold coin 

of Tigranes the Great was discovered in Damascus by architect 

Iskantar Bashura. Hagop Iskenian, an Armenian from Aleppo, 

hearing about this new find, obtained photographs of the coin in 

1964, which Mr. Keledjian was kind enough to place at our dis- 

posal. 

The known silver and copper coins of Tigranes issued at Dam- 
ascus have one star, one eagle at right, various monograms, and 
the year of issue according to the Seleucid era. The coin under 
discussion, however, has one star and two eagles but no mono- 
gram or date.® 

The style of the reverse epigraphy resembles coins struck in 
Damascus, i.e., the I letter is slightly smaller than the = letter, the 
E is larger than the A, N does not have completely balanced legs. 
The horizontal dash of letter “A” in the word Tigranes moves up 
obliquely. 

The Tyche on the gold piece is similar to the Tyche which ap- 
pears on some copper coins of Tigranes struck in Damascus.!° On 
the gold piece, however, Tyche holds a veil with the right arm 
rather than a rudder typically seen on coppers. 

On the obverse of the gold coin there are some flan cracks which 
cannot be seen from the reverse side. 

This gold piece is a hybrid design. The obverse portrait resem- 
bles Antioch types whereas the reverse resembles coins of Damas- 
cus. This coin has the hallmarks of a counterfeit. Perhaps the en- 
graver did not know what he was doing! 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a boyish portrait facing r., clean 
shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed Armenian tiara. 
A broad diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and 
falls downward. Divided drape covers the ear and the 
neck. The tiara is adorned with an eight-rayed star 
flanked by two eagles back to back but with their heads 
turned toward each other. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Damascus draped and wearing a five-pointed 
crown, walking 1. and facing 1. Tyche has her r. arm 
stretched out and holds a veil; in her 1. arm she holds a 
cornucopia full of fruit. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQYX; 
to 1. downward TIFPANOY. 

AV18.5 mm, 4.70 g. Iskantar Bashura coll. 


9 Y. T. Nercessian, “An Unpublished Gold Coin of Tigranes the Great,” AN.J/, 
Vol. XX (December 1994), No. 4, p. 83, pl. VIII. 
10 See p. 64, coin Nos. 62 and 63, AE with Tyche of Damascus standing. 
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Tigranes II silver tetradrachm 

4» This tetradrachm is an electrotype. It is almost perfectly circu- 

lar, the edge is nice and smooth, rounded and in some places flat. 

Black material similar to tar is used to give toning or a patina ef- 

fect. The detail workmanship is very crude. The coin was appar- 

ently passed through rollers and flattened. The weight is too low. 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes II draped r., wearing Armenian tiara. A 
diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and falls 
down. Divided drapes cover the ear and neck. The tiara is 
decorated with an eight-pointed star flanked by two eagles. 
Fillet border. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. on a rock, holding a palm- 
branch in right hand. At her feet, the river god Orontes is 
swimming r. Legend to r. downward BALIAEQY; to l. 
downward TITPANOY. Behind Tyche, the letters A above 
M and inr. field the letter A. 

AR 27 mm, 12.67 g., type of CAA 29 YN forgeries coll. 


Tigranes II silver tetradrachm 
5» This tetradrachm is one of the Greek counterfeits of Carl Wil- 
helm Becker.!! This is a flawless example whose obverse portrait 
has never been seen on a genuine coin, and the reverse is an ab- 
solutely perfect execution, which should raise the suspicion of a po- 
tential buyer. In this case, some research is needed to check the 
weight, specific gravity, and literature on counterfeits and other 
genuine coins. This coin closely resembles two types of coins il- 
lustrated in Bedoukian: CAA, plates 2 and 3, Nos. 19 and 34, re- 
spectively. Note that for No. 19, Bedoukian calls the “letter ©” and 
in 34 “circle o” (the obverse and reverse of 19 and 34 look 
identical in the illustrations). Bedoukian labels the two Vienna 
Mekhitarist Museum tetradrachms “both forgeries.” 
Obv.: Similar to No. 4 (in this catalogue). 
Rev.: Similar to No. 4 (in this catalogue). Monogram Kf on rock 
and circle o imrr. field. 
AR28 mm, 13.85 g., CAA 34 WM forgeries coll. 
AR28 mm, 14.50 g., CAA 34 WM forgeries coll. 


Tigranes II silver tetradrachm 

6« The owner of this tetradrachm inherited it from his father who 
lived in New Julfa, Iran. The coin has been in the family for 
close to one hundred years; originally it was gold plated (gold 


1G. F. Hill, Becker the Counterfeiter (reprint, Chicago, 1979), part I, p. 71. No. 
121, plate VIII. 
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“wash”). After removing the gold plating a silver coin appeared. 
The tiara peaks, king’s chin, lower lip, and under the nose as 
well as around the reverse legend, retain traces of a yellowish 
tint, indicating that it was once gold plated. 
The coin has a strange “worn” appearance and possesses other 
features, i.e., cavities formed around the edge, smooth and pol- 
ished areas around the edge, indentations between the Tyche and 
river god Orontes, implausible fabric, and excess weight. All 
these features are very suspicious. Furthermore, examination of 
genuine specimens conclusively persuades the numismatist that 
this tetradrachm is a modern forgery. 
The obverse is unique. In addition to being of almost perfect ex- 
ecution there is also a star to the left of king’s ear. This star is not 
seen on the obverse of genuine tetradrachms or drachms. The re- 
verse monogram A is another giveaway. Philip Kinns,!* in an 
extensive study, catalogues eight examples of this type of forgery 
(weights: 14.87, 15.10, 15.20, 15.60, 15.62, 16.25, 18.60, 18.96 grams). 
A word of caution, weight is not always incorrect on forgeries. 
Obv.: Similar to No. 4 (in this catalogue), but a small star to the 
1. of ear. 

Rev.: Similar to No. 4 (in this catalogue), but monogram = on 
rock, in r. field, A. 

AR27 mm, 16.79 g., CAA 27 MA forgeries coll. 


Tigranes II silver tetradrachm 

7» This tetradrachm is a modern forgery. The obverse is similar 

to coin No. 5. However, the reverse shows Tyche holding the head 

of the river god Orontes, whose decapitated body is swimming in 
the river. Kinns also discusses this type of forgery in his study.}® 

Both gold and silver specimens are modern forgeries. There is no 

satisfactory explanation! why this modern forgery was conceived. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 6 (in this catalogue). 

Rev.: Similar to No. 4 (in this catalogue), but monogram = on 
rock. Antioch Tyche is holding by hair head of river god 
Orontes instead of palm-branch. At her feet decapitated 
river god Orontes swimming. 

AR27 mm, 14.74 g., CAA 16 BM forgeries coll. 

AR27 mm, 14.80 g., CAA 16 VM forgeries coll. 


12p. Kinns, “Myrina and Related Forgeries,” ANSMN, Vol. XXX (1985), pp. 61- 
63, No. 29, plate 27, where he discusses two types of Armenian forgeries. 

13 ibid., No. 30. 

4 Haji Toros discusses this coin extensively in “Tigran’s Fantasy Enhanced,” 
ANJ, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 125-129. The explanation is not considered satisfactory and 
is not accepted by numismatists. 
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Levon I gold tahekan 

8+ In recent decades, numerous gold coins ascribed to King 
Levon I have surfaced on the market. Of one type at least several 
specimens are known, and they are obvious forgeries. They were 
manufactured in Antakya, Turkey, by a jeweler, and have poor 
workmanship. Their average weight is 2.5 grams. P. Z. Be- 
doukian has illustrated and discussed this type of coin exten- 
sively.'6 The gold pieces are struck from the same dies that were 
used to strike silver coins, Nos. 10 and 11. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 10 (in this catalogue). 

Rev.: Similar to No. 10 (in this catalogue). 

AV24 mm, 3.01 g., 0.5 mm thick, CAA 775 NJ forgeries coll. 


Levon I silver tram 
9» Two examples of this type were examined by Fr. Clement Si- 
bilian!® who concluded that both specimens were cast and obvious 
forgeries. However, Sibilian states that the Venice (No. 9a) and 
Vienna (No. 9b) specimens were cast from different dies.!7 In his 
classic book,'® Sibilian indicates that the Vienna specimen is 
much heavier than any other known tram of King Levon I. 
Bedoukian published the photograph of Vienna specimen (No. 9c) 
and notes that there are three examples of this forgery, all from 
the same mold, although due to difficulties in casting, they appear 
somewhat different on first glance.19 On this coin, there are four 
letters in parentheses on the reverse side; presumably the 
counterfeiter had an Armenian date in mind, 31337. 
Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, 
wearing a crown and royal mantle on his shoulders. He 
holds a cross in his r. hand and fleur-de-lys in his l. 
Clockwise legend, 
+LbRNL OUGURNP 2U.8U.U8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 


15 p. Z. Bedoukian, “Armenian Gold Coins of the Roupenian Dynasty” ANSMN, 
Vol. X (1962), pp. 113-120, plate XXV; also in SNS pp. 63-71; Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia [CCA] (New York, 1962; Vienna, 1963; Danbury, CT, 1979), pp. 68-75, 226. 

16 Fr. C. Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), pp. 11-12, Fig. 
5, plate I, No. 12 (in Armenian). 

7 It is interesting to read “Fr. Clement Sibilian’s Letters Addressed to Fr. Abra- 
ham Charian, Venice,” ANJ, Vol. XV (1989), p. 86, letter No. 5 (in Armenian), 
where Fr. Sibilian discusses these coins. 

18 Fr. C. Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins, pp. 11-12. 

19 Bedoukian, CCA, p. 100. 
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Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clock- 
wise legend, 
+ UUPNTLARORL UN (%0L%) (by the will of God (3133)). 
AR, CCA 771 WM forgeries coll. 


Levon I silver tram 
10+ The coin is apparently struck on a modern press. On the au- 
thor’s specimen, the edges have been cut and filed to reduce the 
weight; usually, the weight is heavy. The marks are visible. The 
king’s chest and knees have a high relief similar to the lions on 
the reverse. The workmanship is very crude especially the depic- 
tion of the king’s portrait. The lettering is definitely not represen- 
tative of the Roupenian period. Also on the reverse, the second let- 
ter from the end of the last word “UUUSNhoNns” (of God) is engraved 
with “SJ” letter. This letter does not exist in the Armenian alpha- 
bet. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 9 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+LbhNL PUGM UUbUL 2U,8N8 (Levon king of all the Ar- 
menians). 

Rev.: Similar to No. 9 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+UUPNTLAhEARL UWUSMOLL3 (by the will of God). 

AR23 mm, 3.41, 3.79 g., CCA 775 YN forgeries coll. 

AR23 mm, 4.66 g., CCA 775 LS forgeries coll. 


Levon I silver tram 

11« This coin is almost identical to coin No. 10 above. It is struck 
with exactly the same dies. To eliminate the high relief, these sil- 
ver pieces have been apparently flattened between rollers, - fre- 
quently used by jewelers to straighten, flatten, and thin precious 
metals. 

AR22 mm, 2.23 g., CCA 774 YN forgeries coll. 


Levon I silver tram 
12+ The coin is apparently struck with a modern press. In an ef- 
fort to reduce weight the edges are cut and filed; file marks are 
visible. The workmanship is very crude. The lettering is defi- 
nitely not representative of the Roupenian period. The fourth letter 
of king’s name is spelled with “O” letter instead of “Nn” in Arme- 
nian. In the entire coinage of the Roupenian dynasty, not a single 
silver coin exists with “O” letter unless it was engraved by error. 
Obv.: Similar to No. 9 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+LbhOU MUGUhNP 2U.8N8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 
ans). 
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Rev.: Similar to No. 9 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+ 4UUPATARNNL UWUSNhONS (by the will of God). 
AR23 mm, 3.15 g. YN forgeries coll. 


Levon I copper tanks 
13+ This coin is struck and not cast. The workmanship is very 
crude. The design is completely different from all other known 
tanks of Levon I. A line drawing of this coin was published by Si- 
bilian (No. 18a). Three specimens of this coin are known in the 
Vienna and Venice Mekhitarist Museums. According to Sibil- 
ian,?° the coin is made of yellowish bronze. Bedoukian?! concludes 
that it is an obvious forgery struck with a very crudely made die 
and there are two varieties of this curious looking coin. 
Catalogued in CCA, Nos. 772 and 773 (Nos. 13b and 13c). 
Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king facing, wearing crown with 
many dots. Clockwise legend, 
+L bhNvL @U.4URNP (Levon king). 
Rev.: Patriarchal cross. No stars in 1]. and r. fields. Clockwise 


legend, 

+ ChubUL bh RUTUAL UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE, CCA 772, 773 VM and WM forgeries coll. 
Levon I copper tank 


14 Examination with a powerful magnifying glass reveals this 
coin to be cast. Cracks on the edge are missing. Furthermore, on 
some letters, a cavity is present due to trapped air bubbles. It is 
cast in a white alloy metal and copper plated, then covered with a 
black material resembling tar. During the process of cleaning the 
tar, the copper plating started coming off. Scratching the corrosion 
underneath the copper plating revealed a white alloy. This forgery 
is not listed in CCA.?? 
Obv.: Similar to No. 13 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+LGRNL OUGURNP 2U38hN8 (Levon king of the Armeni- 


ans). 
Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in the field. Clockwise le- 
gend, 
+ Chub bh 4U.1U%% bh UbU (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE28 mm, 4.83 g., type of CCA 746 YN forgeries coll. 


20 Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins, pp. 21-22, Fig. 9. 

21 Bedoukian, CCA, p. 101. 

22 In the revised edition of CCA (1979), p. 102, P. Z. Bedoukian states, “In recent 
years, cast tanks of Levon I have appeared on the market.” 
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Levon I tank made of lead 

15+ The coin is cast from the same dies as coin No. 14. This ex- 
ample is cast from lead, covered with black tar; the soft metal can 
be bent under pressure. After cleaning the black tar coating, the 
white lead was revealed. Even without a magnifying glass, a 
trained eye can detect evidence of casting. This forgery is not 
listed in CCA. 

AE28 mm, 7.79 g., type of CCA 746 YN forgeries coll. 


Levon I tank 
16 Originally this coin was covered with black tar-like 
material. After cleaning, examination with a _ powerful 
magnifying glass revealed this coin to be cast. Cracks on the edge 
are missing. The uneven texture is a definite giveaway. Around 
the edges, filing marks can be seen with the naked eye. The very 
low weight is another factor which should arouse suspicion. This 
forgery is not listed in CCA. 
Obv.: Similar to No. 18 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 

+L GRNUL (U,....% 2U38h (Levon king of the Armenians). 
Rev.: Similar to No. 13 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh RUAUAUL bh Uh (struck in the city of Sis). 
AE26 mm, 4.84 g., type of CCA 767 YN forgeries coll.?* 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew silver tram 

17 This bilingual tram is a modern forgery. N. M. Lowick pub- 
lished this coin and brought it to the attention of the numismatic 
community.24 The execution seems to be carried out with some 
care, but on close examination the lettering reveals numerous 
weaknesses. The Armenian lettering is not as neat, orderly, and 
meticulous as is customarily seen on Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilin- 
gual trams. First, Hetoum’s name is misspelled in Armenian, 
some characters do not even resemble Armenian letters, and 
others are blundered. On the reverse, the Arabic letters have 
weaknesses also. The word sanah (year) is poorly rendered, and 
the word arba‘ (four) fades off in a strange manner. At the left 
end of the second line, the letter mim is not closed up. In the fourth 
line, the letter gaf in Kaiqobad is not properly closed up. Further- 
more, the forgery is thicker than the originals and slightly con- 
vex on both sides. The forgery is dated A.H. 644. If nothing else, 


23 The author would like to express his thanks to Mr. J. Guevrekian for donating 
coins 16, 20, 22, and informing that No. 17 exists in gold as well. 

24 N. M. Lowick, “A Forgery of the Hetoum/Kaikhusrew Tram,” Numismatic 
Circular, Vol. LXXXIV (June 1976), No. 6, p. 233; also in AN2J, Vol. II (1976), p. 41. 


Counterfeit Armenian Coin Detection 187 


its heavy weight (3.19 and 3.80 grams) should make a collector 
suspicious. It is copied from a coin similar to author’s ADB, plates 
III, No. 36 and VIII, No. 54.” This forgery is not listed in CCA. 


Obv.: King on horseback to r., 


wearing a crown and hold- Qa) Aine anny Cr ln 
ing in his r. hand a scepter ; 

which extends over his r. 4 pan eae F 
shoulder. Clockwise legend, 4 sue =f 


+2G60NhU CUGURNAP 2U,3N8 


(Hetoum king of the Arme- SAS OF a aS 
nians). 
Rev.: Arabic legend in four lines, 
AR22 mm, 3.19 g. YN forgeries coll. 


Hetoum-Zabel silver tram 

18 A counterfeit tram was discovered in a hoard of Hetoum- 

Zabel trams. This is a good example how hoards are adulterated. 

In addition to removing extremely fine quality specimens, a 

counterfeit coin was added. Naturally, the person purchasing the 

lot would not suspect that one piece in hundreds would be 
counterfeit. The coin in question was covered with grainy white 
dirt, and toned slightly to give the effect of having been buried for 
centuries. The fabric of the coin continuously raised questions 
about its authenticity. Additionally, the design did not look as 
sharp as for a struck coin. Cleaning was undertaken. 

Surprisingly, the white material disintegrated quickly; if it were 

a genuine coin with solidified dirt, this would not have happened. 

It was immediately apparent that the silver piece was cast. The 

fabric did not resemble a struck coin; the texture was rough and 

numerous tiny holes of trapped air bubbles remained on the coin 
surface. It is not listed in CCA. 

Obv.: Queen Zabel standing on 1. facing and King Hetoum 
standing on r. facing. Both crowned and wearing royal 
vestments. Both holding the cross. Clockwise legend, 

+ UUPNLNh /hvL U8 b (by the will of God). 

Rev.: Lion walking to r., with 1. paw uplifted. Cross behind the 
lion. Clockwise legend, 

+ 2bNhU CUGURM 2U3 (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

AR20 mm, 2.68 g., type of CCA 1032 YN forgeries coll. 


25y. T. Nercessian, Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams (Los 
Angeles, 1983), pp. 24-26. 
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Hetoum-Zabel silver tram 
19» This coin is a cast piece. First it was covered with black tar, 
which should arouse suspicion. After cleaning the black coating 
on one example, it was immediately apparent that the silver piece 
was cast. First, the rough fabric did not resemble the smooth tex- 
ture of a struck coin. Second, numerous tiny holes of trapped air 
bubbles exist on the coin’s surface which were revealed under 
magnification. A good example of this hole is on the reverse, last 
word, second letter from the end, upper portion of the right arm of 
the Armenian letter “U,” (A). Also the edge is cut and filed; there 
are no edge cracks. The purchased lot included several similar 
pieces, all covered with the same black tar. It is not listed in CCA. 
Obv.: Similar to No. 18 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+ UUPNLNG& HL U3 b (by the will of God). 
Rev.: Similar to No. 18 (in this catalogue). Clockwise legend, 
+2bNhU CUGUhM 28 (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 


ans). 
AR21 mm, 2.91, g., type of CCA 1083 YN forgeries coll. 
AR21 mm, 3.04, g., type of CCA 1083 LS forgeries coll. 
AR21 mm, 3.05, g., type of CCA 1083 YN forgeries coll. 
AR21 mm, 3.22, g., type of CCA 1083 YN forgeries coll. 
Hetoum I copper tank 


20+ This coin was covered with black tar-like material. 

Cleaning the coin removed the material, revealing a rough and 

uneven fabric, and tiny holes of trapped air bubbles. This 

‘ indicated beyond any doubt that this coin is cast, with a good part 
of it missing. The mold may have been copied from a coin 
catalogued CCA, No. 1296. It is not listed in CCA. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne adorned with lions. He 
holds the globus cruciger in his ]. hand and in his r. a 
fleur-de-lys extending over his r. shoulder. Clockwise le- 
gend, 

+ 2b@NhU OUGUNN ..... (Hetoum king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise 


legend, 

+ ChUBULL PD ..e. - h UbU (struck in the city of sis). 
AE29 mn, 5.64 g., type of CCA 1296 YN forgeries coll. 
Hetoum I tank made of gold 


21+ This is an obvious cast gold piece. Perhaps a jeweler 
manufactured it as a souvenir. In unscrupulous hands, a potential 
victim (in this case, the author) is sought. The cast mold may 
have been copied from a coin catalogued in CCA. However, the 
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gold forgery is not listed in CCA. 

Obv.: King is seated on a throne as in No. 20. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2G6NhU OUGURNP 2U.8N8 (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 
ans). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quadrants. Clockwise 
legend, 

+ ChubUL bh 4U41U.4U bh UbU (struck in the city of sis). 

AV, CCA 1821 dies 


Levon II silver tram 

22» Among the coins examined for this study of counterfeits, this 

was one of the hardest to reach a conclusive decision regarding 

authenticity. First, there are numerous cracks around the edge 
typical of genuine struck coins. Second, the coin is in very poor 
condition. Third, the original die is double struck on the obverse. 

Fourth, the texture is very smooth, typical of a genuine coin. Fi- 

nally, the coin has a normal weight for its type. However, the 

“tiny holes” of trapped air bubbles typical of sand cast coins and 

the contrast of uneven wear and sharpness are factors which indi- 

cate that the specimen is cast. It is not listed in CCA. 

Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding reins with 1. hand, and 
with r. a staff extending over his shoulder. Various field 
marks. Clockwise legend, 
+Lbbhn +... GURAP 2U,8U (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: Crowned lion to r., standing. Behind him a cross with two 
bars. Clockwise legend, 

+ ChubUL bh RUWLAL bh UbU (struck in the city of sis). 

AR21 mm, 2.60 g., type of CCA 1501 YN forgeries coll. 


Counterfeit or corroded? 

Bronze or copper coins are most susceptible to corrosion or oxida- 
tion. Most collectors dislike corrosion and attempt to remove it in 
an effort to enhance the beauty of their coins. 

Corrosion on coins can involve small or isolated areas, powdery 
green deposits (copper disease), or can involve the entire surface 
of a coin. Eradication of limited copper disease can be difficult. In 
the second case, when cleaned, a grainy or granular surface may 
result which can be confused with sand cast counterfeit coins. 


Hetoum I copper tank 

23- This tank is an example of a corroded coin; after it was 
cleaned, grainy texture was exposed on both sides. There were no 
cavities or holes on the coin. Furthermore, examination revealed 
that the coin has two small cracks at 1:00 and 3:00 o’clock (next to 


190 Armenian Coins and Their Values 


2 and @ letters included in King Hetoum’s name). Both of these 
cracks travel through the edge and can be seen on the reverse 
side. Examining the edge with a magnifying glass reveals quite 
a few very fine edge cracks and irregularities. Although cor- 
roded, this is a genuine coin. 
Obv.: King is seated on a throne as in No. 20 (in this catalogue). 
Star in the 1. field. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2G@NhU CUGURNP 2U.8N8 (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 


ans). 
Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise 

legend, 

+ ChLbUL h LURUAUA b UU (struck in the city of Ayas). 
AE29 mm, 6.30 g., CCA 1310V YN coll. 
Hetoum I copper tank 


24- The tanks of King Hetoum have many iconographic 
varieties. Among his tanks,?°a throne with one post on each side is 
considered a rather scarce type among Hetoum’s tanks. After the 
coin was cleaned and examined with a magnifying glass, small 
cavities or “tiny holes” were apparent on both sides of the coin. 
However, the texture is smooth, not grainy, an indication of a 
struck coin. Under magnification, small cavities can be seen all 
around the edge. At the same time, a few small edge cracks can be 
noticed, another indication of a genuine but corroded coin. 
Obv.: King seated as before, but throne having one post on each 
side. Clockwise legend, 
+ 2b/NhU /OUGURNP 2U.38: (Hetoum king of the Armeni- 


ans). 

Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four quadrants. Clockwise 
legend, 
+ ChULbULL bh RUDUAL UU (struck in the city of Sis). 

AE28 mn, 7.19 g., CCA 1362 YN coll. 


26 Bedoukian, CCA, p. 101. 
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Beginners! and newcomers frequently ask how one grades an- 
cient coins correctly. Coins which have survived hundreds or 
thousands of years cannot be expected to reach our hands in pris- 
tine condition. A collector who has handled a few coins cannot be 
expected to be able to grade his coins as well as a dealer who has 
handled thousands. The ability to grade ancient coins comes with 
experience; gradually one can acquire the ability to evaluate them 
for wear, centering, strike, flaws, overall eye appeal and aesthetic 
beauty. Some general guidelines are given below which should 
serve as a guide to the collector. At the same time, beginners need 
to understand that there can never be a rigid standard grading 
guide to ancient and medieval Armenian coins (similar to coins 
of the twentieth century) since it is very hard to find two ancient 
coins which look exactly alike. 

The terms “ancient coins” and “ancient Armenian coins” are 
used here synonymously. The general guidelines given in this 
essay should be applicable to other ancient coins which have high 
relief and display the portrait of the ruler on the obverse. Also, the 
expressions “medieval coins,” “Roupenian coins,” and “Cilician 
Armenian coins” are used synonymously. Once again, the gen- 
eral guidelines given here should be applicable to other medieval 
coins whose basic design pattern is similar to Armenian coins 
(i.e., medieval coins of Cyprus or Jerusalem, etc.). 

Most ancient coin dealers in Western Europe and North Amer- 
ica use the following grade designations to describe grades of 
preservation: FDC, EF, VF, F. For coins grading lower than F the 
standards as well as the terminology vary. For standardization, 
convenience, and simplicity,? we shall adapt and discuss the fol- 
lowing seven grades: 


1 Reprinted from ANJ, Vol. XVIII (September 1992), No. 3, pp. 45-54, pls. IV-V, 
with some revisions. 

2 Most ancient coin dealers in North America subscribe to these seven grades. In 
Europe the lower grades are slightly different. 
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Fleur de Coin: A coin graded FDC is the finest quality, most 
desirable coin. In addition to retaining mint luster or radiant 
beauty, an FDC coin is well struck and nearly perfectly centered 
on both sides. It should be a specimen of perfection and beauty, re- 
flecting the best of the ancient or medieval moneyer’s art. Note 
that the expression “mint state” is avoided, since it could be mis- 
leading; a very poorly struck coin in mint state may have cracks, 
very flat areas, 30 percent of the design may be off the flan, and it 
may not even grade VF. 

Extremely Fine: A coin graded EF is characterized by light 
wear on coin’s highest points. On both obverse and reverse sides 
the details should show. Very minor striking and centering prob- 
lems typical to hammered coins are permissible. 

Very Fine: A VF graded coin is characterized by light even 
wear on all high points and surface. The lettering and major fea- 
tures of the portraits should be sharp, legends are nearly 80 per- 
cent complete, and all are legible. 

Fine: A coin graded F is characterized by moderate wear all 
over the coin. A loss of high point detail up to 50 percent can occur; 
loss of legends and design up to 30 percent is permissible; how- 
ever, at least half of the obverse and reverse inscriptions need to 
be legible. 

Very Good: A coin graded VG is characterized by being well 
worn; high points and details will be worn smooth. Some legends, 
less than half, should exist on both sides. 

Good: A coin graded G has its major design features visible 
and the ruler identifiable but considerably worn. Inscriptions 
may not be legible. 

fair: A coin graded f is the lowest grade associated with ancient 
coins. Fair coins are heavily worn, legends are obliterated, and 
the coin is barely identifiable and recognizable to which dynasty 
and/or ruler it belongs. 

To further describe a coin, many dealers use the terms “choice,” 
“slightly better,” “good,” “nice,” “nearly as good,” “about,” 
“nearly,” and some “+” or “-,” etc. This writer prefers to use the 
symbols “+” (VF+) or “-” (-VF); and split the grades when the ob- 
verse and reverse sides grade differently (EF/VF+). 

Most dealers are extremely conscientious; they try to grade a 
coin as fairly as possible. However, it must be stressed that grad- 
ing is a subjective matter, and sometimes differences of opinion 
exist even among experts. Numismatists, dealers, cataloguers, 
and collectors are human beings, and no one is perfect. Minor 
variations in coin grades are inevitable. Aesthetic quality is in 
the eye of the beholder; prospective buyers will determine a coin’s 
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true value in the market place based on its overall condition. A 
collector also needs to understand that a dealer is expected to have 
a certain amount of markup in buying and selling coins if he is 
to make a living and stay in business. 


Section I. Ancient Coins 

To have a full appreciation and understanding for ancient coin 
grading, the student needs to understand how coins were pro- 
duced. The dies were engraved manually (intaglio) into a thick 
bronze disk. An obverse die, normally displaying the portrait of 
the ruler, was fitted onto a flat anvil. The reverse die was carved 
into the base of a punch and placed above the obverse die.* Coins 
were produced by hammering. Blanks of silver (or copper), called 
planchets or flans, were cast or cut from bars. They were care- 
fully weighed, trimmed to shape to bring the weight within desig- 
nated limits, heated, placed between the obverse and reverse dies, 
and struck with a heavy hammer on the back of the upper die.® 
The heavy hammer blow would force the hot malleable metal to 
flow into the dies, receive the shape of the die, and produce a coin. 
If a second or additional blows were required, as was the case for 
very high relief coins, the coin or die may have moved during the 
process creating “off center” and “double struck” coins. 

After coins were struck in the mint, their grade of preservation 
would depend on how long they were in circulation and how they 
were stored. Coin hoards were concealed by various means. Very 
large hoards were filled in jars before hiding in the soil, smaller 
treasures may have been wrapped in cloth or other textile. Some 
coins are found with a coating of black material resembling tar, 
and of course there are some which are retrieved from soil without 
any kind of container. If the storage container is ruined, or the 
coin is exposed to soil and moisture, and subjected to chemical 
attack for hundreds or thousands of years, this process will 
inevitably degrade the quality of a coin. 


Fleur de Coin: No. 1 (FDC/EF+), No. 2 (FDC). During the an- 
cient period in Armenia, coins were issued by three dynasties: the 
kingdom of Sophene (ca. 260 B.C. to 70 B.C.), the Artaxiad dynasty 
(189 B.C. to A.D. 34), and the kingdom of Commagene (163 B.C. to 


3In order to make this grading impersonal and as universal as possible, the 
author has tried to select examples from various sale and auction catalogues. 

47. H. Klawans, An Outline of Ancient Greek Coins (Racine, WI, 1964), pp. 11-12. 

5G. F. Hill, Ancient Methods of Coining (Numismatic Chronicle reprint series, 
New York, 1977). 


Pn 
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A.D. 72). This writer has never seen a coin (either silver or cop- 
per) issued by any one of the ancient kings of these three dynas- 
ties in FDC grade. However, there are numerous gold coins issued 
by the Roman Empire relating to Armenia; because of the relative 
inertness of the metal and careful preservation, these coins may 
come in very superb grade and, so to speak, leave you breathless. 

1+ For this grade (FDC/EF+), an aureus of Lucius Verus (A.D. 
161-169) is presented. The head of Lucius Verus to right on the ob- 
verse is flawless and a masterpiece of perfection. It is centered as 
perfectly as possible. 

The reverse of the first coin displays Lucius Verus in military 
uniform, seated left atop a platform.® The emperor flanked by two 
officers, extends his right hand toward Sohemus of Armenia who 
stands left of the platform on ground. The coin may represent the 
settlement of Armenian problems in A.D. 163. The reverse is ex- 
tremely sharp, all details are there, and there is no trace of wear. 
It is well centered. On the reverse of the first coin, at 1:00 o’clock, 
the upper portion of two letters (MP) is slightly trimmed. This mi- 
nor flaw reduces the reverse FDC grade to EF+, and the price is 
affected accordingly. 

2+ Similar to the aureus discussed above, this ARMENIACVS 
inscribed specimen is sharp, well centered, and flawless. The re- 
verse depicts winged Victory, nude to the waist, standing to right.” 
The reverse is as sharp as possible, with all details and no visible 
sign of wear. It is well centered. FDC is a fitting grade for this 
gold piece of Lucius Verus. 


Extremely Fine: No. 3 (EF+), No. 4a (EF+), No. 4b (EF), No. 
5 (-EF). On ancient Armenian coins the highest points are the star 
and eagles, king’s cheek, diadem, and the pearled edges on the 
ear or neck flaps. The coin may have very minor centering 
problems (up to 10 percent), typical of most ancient coins. Here the 
reader is reminded that sometimes the strike may not be very 
sharp, and low areas which may look “worn” are actually nothing | 
but a soft strike. In these cases, the judgement of overall eye 
appeal will affect the grading and pricing. Very minor nicks can 
be expected. Note that edge cracks may be expected in all grades. 


6 NFA XXII, No. 70. 
7 NFA II, No. 431. 
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3+ This handsome coin is a tetradrachm (EF+) of Tigranes the 
Great.8 The obverse and reverse look very sharp and crisp; all 
details are there. The star, eagles, and diadem display signs of 
light wear. The peaks of the Armenian tiara on the obverse are 
extremely sharp. On the reverse, the Tyche and river-god 
swimming in the Orontes river display light wear. Both sides are 
extremely well centered, the fillet borders and legends are 
complete. This is an extremely desirable coin. 

4a« The tetradrachm of Artavasdes II (EF+) is a very attrac- 
tive coin.? A collector of Armenian coins cannot help but fall in 
love with such a beautiful specimen.!® Both obverse and reverse 
are extremely crisp. Even the facial features of the charioteer can 
be discerned on the reverse. The first peak of the tiara, diadem, 
and king’s cheek show signs of wear. On the reverse, the fourth 
horse displays signs of wear. The coin is slightly off center. 

4b« The third tetradrachm of Artavasdes II which was 
auctioned recently,!! is as sharp as the specimen discussed above 
(4a), but graded EF. There are a few reasons for this; the obverse 
is slightly off centered, a part of fillet border is not present, and 
the coin has an irregular flan. Regardless of these very minor 
flaws, this extremely rare tetradrachm is a very attractive and 
desirable coin. It would be a great asset even to a prestigious 
museum. 

5« The two chalci of Tigranes IV (-EF) is another very attrac- 
tive coin.!2 The obverse portrait hardly displays wear except on the 
cheek. The reverse is very sharp including the face of Victory. 
Unfortunately, the word “METAAOY” is not as clear as it might 
be. Also, equally degrading is a minor crack developed when the 
coin was struck. Nevertheless, this is a rare gem and would be a 
prize in the cabinet of any collector. 


Very Fine: No. 6 (-VF), No. 7 (-VF/VF), No. 8 (VF+/VF), No. 9 
(VF+/-VF). A coin graded VF should show more than half of the 
details. On a coin of Tigranes, a good portion of the star and ea- 
gles should be visible. The high points and legend may be worn 


8 Percy Gardner, Catalogue of Greek Coins: The Seleucid Kings of Syria (reprint, 
Bologna, 1963), pl. XXVII, No. 6. 

9 Bank Leu AG Ziirich, Auktion 30: Antike Miinzen; Griechen Rémer (Zurich, 
April 28, 1982), No. 201; NFA XXII, No. 337. 

10The author remembers very distinctly how an Armenian coin collector came 
to his house, and in his living room saw this coin on the cover of the Bank Leu 
auction catalogue. Looking at the portrait of Artavasdes II, he said, “I have fallen 
in love with this coin.” 

11 Sotheby's, Auction: The Nelson Bunker Hunt Collection: Highly Important Greek 
and Roman Coins (New York, 1990), No. 64. AR 29 mm, weight 16.42 g. 

12 GH 169, p. 33, No. 547, pl. 23. 
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and display even wear. Some off-centering of up to 20 percent is 
permissible. The coin will lose some of its crispness but retain 
most of its eye appeal. In this grade cracks, scratches, and some 
planchet defects will be noticeable. 

6« The bronze chalcus of King Arsames II (-VF) displays light 
even wear on the forehead, drapery folds around the neck, and 
only half of the dotted border is present.!° The portrait shows all 
facial details. On the reverse, the coin is off center and the high 
point on the eagle is worn, but all of the legend is there. 

7% This unique bronze (-VF/VF) portrays the bust of Tigranes I 
to left.14 All major features of the obverse (four-pointed tiara, fa- 
cial features, diadem) are there. The details of the high points are 
not visible because of minor oxidation and patina that has devel- 
oped during the past two thousand years. The star is barely visi- 
ble. Both the obverse and reverse are well centered. The reverse is 
much sharper than the obverse. Victory and the palm-branch look 
very sharp and leaf separation can be seen; the legends are al- 
most complete and look fairly sharp. This is an attractive and de- 
sirable coin. 

8« The four chalci of Tigranes the Great (VF+/VF) is one of his 
very attractive coppers. Half of the eight-pointed star and eagles 
are present, the dotted border is slightly off center, but the portrait 
looks fairly sharp. The reverse, displaying Tyche and river-god 
swimming, is also slightly off center; except for the first and last 
letters of the first word, all the legend is there. This is a desirable 
copper coin with a very attractive overall eye appeal, and is rarely 
found in this condition. 

9« The bust of Artavasdes II portrayed on a drachm (VF+/-VF) 
shows very light even wear on all high points: tiara peaks, 
diadem, cheek, ear and neck flaps, and drapery folds around the 
neck.!® On the reverse, the horses, charioteer, and the legend 
display light, even wear. The reverse is off center. The obverse 
portrait has a magnetic charm and the coin has attractive eye 
appeal. 


Fine: No. 10 (F/-F), No. 11 (-F), No. 12 (-F/F+). For an ancient 
Armenian coin bearing a portrait on the obverse, moderately and 
smoothly worn high points may include the eight-pointed star and 


13 NFA X, No. 226. 

14 GH 165, p. 31, No. 505, pl. 19; Y. T. Nercessian, “An Unpublished Coin of 
Tigranes I,” ANJ, Vol. XVII (June 1991), No. 2, pp. 13-21. 

5 GH 168, p. 27, No. 356, pl. 14. 

16 NFA V, No. 213. 
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eagles, king’s cheek, diadem, and pearls edged on the flaps. Ty- 
pological details or major design features must be visible, 
although they may constitute up to fifty percent of the high point 
design details. One-half of the obverse and reverse legends should 
be legible. Up to 30 percent off-centering is permissible. On the re- 
verse, depending on the type, major type details will be visible. On 
high points of Tyche, less than half of the details on Tyche’s head 
and fingers, palm-branch, river-god will be present. Coins graded 
F, may have increased edge cracks, scratches, some corrosion, 
and moderate planchet defects. 

10* On the obverse of this drachm (F/-F)!’, the upper part of the 
portrait of Tigranes the Great is better preserved or struck than the 
lower portion. The five-pointed tiara, eight-pointed star and ea- 
gles, diadem, and facial features are all visible, but all show 
moderate wear. On the reverse, Tyche is moderately worn, the 
palm-branch is sharp, two-thirds of the legend is present, but river 
god’s outline is barely visible. 

11 The four chalci of Tigranes/Antiochus (-F) exhibits moder- 
ate wear.'® On the obverse, the five-pointed tiara peaks are dis- 
tinctly visible; the nose, eye, chin, ear and neck flaps are identi- 
fiable. The eight-pointed star and eagles are worn completely. The 
coin is well centered on both obverse and reverse sides. The lion 
of Commagene is moderately worn as well as the inscription 
above the lion. The lower half of the legend is practically invisi- 
ble. 

12* The copper of Tigranes V / Erato (-F/F+) is a very rare 
coin.19 On the obverse the portrait of Tigranes V is moderately 
worn and smooth. The facial features, five-pointed tiara, and dia- 
dem can be seen very easily. A small fraction of the obverse le- 
gend is visible. Both the obverse and reverse portraits are well 
centered. The portrait of Queen Erato is much sharper than that of 
Tigranes V. About half the reverse legend is there. Since this is a 
rare coin, a collector should not pass on the opportunity to acquire 
an example of this type, even if the preservation may not be com- 
mensurate with his usual high standards. 


Very Good: No. 13 (VG+/F+), No. 14 (VG/VG+). A coin graded 
VG is expected to lack design detail and most of the inscription. It 
may be up to 40 percent off center. Furthermore, due to extensive 


17 GH 163, p. 31, No. 495, pl. 16. 

18 YT. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Books; Bulletin No. 10 [henceforth ACAB 
X ] (Pico Rivera, CA, 1980), p. 2, No. 15, pl. I. 

19 Courtesy of Vahe Samuelian, private collection. 
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circulation, the coin may possess planchet defects as well as 
corrosion and oxidation. 

13 The obverse of a copper of Tigranes I (VG+/F+) is 
representative for VG+ grade.”° The portrait is well worn and the 
high points are rounded; but the the four-pointed tiara, the outline 
of facial features, and the ribbon hanging behind the tiara are 
visible. The reverse is preserved much better: the standing figure, 
spear, and eagle all can be seen very distinctly, and almost three- 
quarters of the inscription is legible. 

14- A two chalci of Tigranes the Great is (VG/VG+).?! On the 
obverse the portrait is well worn; however, the bust of Tigranes is 
easily visible with some details. On the reverse, the palm-branch 
can be seen with leaf separation. Some legend is present although 
not legible. 


Good: No. 15 (G).22 A coin graded G will lack all of its legend 
and more than 50 percent of its design as well. Due to extensive 
circulation and corrosion, the coin will have extensive planchet 
defects. 

15« The coin (G) displays the outline of an Armenian tiara. 
On the reverse, the legend is completely vanished, but the outline 
of Victory is identifiable. 


fair: No. 16 (VG+/f). A coin grading f is considered barely iden- 
tifiable. 

16 (VG+/f) is a copper coin of Tigranes the Great bearing a 
letter “A” behind the tiara (Artaxata mint).28 The obverse is 
corroded and pitted. The upper part of the tiara is not visible but 
the diadem, ear and neck flaps are visible. The reverse is 
completely oxidized and covered with dirt. The upper portion of 
Nike and two letters of the legend are visible. 

Subsequently, this coin was cleaned and the oxidation removed. 
The bust of Tigranes and the letter A became much sharper. The 
entire silhouette of Nike could be seen on the reverse as well as 
most of the inscription on the right side except for the first letter 
which was off the flan. Consequently, the grade advanced to -F/ 
VG+. 


20 Pp. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 47, No. 5, pl. 1. 
21 ACAB X, No. 14. 

22 p. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 68, No. 125, pl. 6. 
23 ACAB X, No. 12. 
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Section II. Medieval Armenian Coins 

Grading standards for ancient coins cannot be directly applied 
to medieval Armenian coins. Ancient Armenian coins display 
the portrait of the ruler on the obverse without any inscription and 
are executed in very high relief.24 Medieval Armenian coins, 
however, have very little relief, and have a circular inscription 
around the king seated on a throne. Also, on Roupenian coins 
there is no portrait of a ruler so to speak, and the inscription and 
ruler’s effigy have the same depth. Nevertheless there are some 
similarities in grading standards between ancient and medieval 
coins. 

In order to fully appreciate and understand medieval coin 
grading, the student needs to understand how Cilician Armenian 
coins were produced. In western Europe, most contemporary coin 
dies were punched. In Cilician Armenia, the indications are that 
mother dies were engraved; after being engraved on a hard metal 
surface, the die was hammered into softer metals. These in turn 
were hardened by tempering, and used as dies to strike thousands 
of coins.2> Obverse dies were fitted on an anvil, and reverse dies 
were fitted into the base of a punch or trussel. Blanks of silver (or 
copper) were cast or cut from sheet metal and were then carefully 
weighed, trimmed to shape to bring the weight within designated 
limits, heated, placed between obverse and reverse dies, and 
struck with a heavy hammer on the back of the upper die.2® The 
heavy blow of the hammer would force the hot malleable metal to 
flow into the dies, take the shape of the die, and produce a coin. 

These metallic miniature monuments are witness to numerous 
historic events: double trams and coronation trams of King Levon 
I, bilingual and regular trams of King Hetoum I, coins of Gos- 
dantin I, copper poghs of King Levon V, etc. If a double tram of 
Levon I reflects the glory of Roupenian dynasty at its peak, a 
takvorin of Gosdantin IV or a pogh of Levon V chronicles the 
history of this dynasty at its downfall. During the last decades of 
this kingdom, the quality as well as workmanship of the coinage 
declined: planchets were very small, thin, and irregular, the 
design and engraving was executed with less care, the depth of 
engraving is very shallow, and the silver fineness of the alloy 


24 Coins issued by Tigranes V / Erato and Tigranes V / Augustus must be 
considered an exception since they have inscriptions on the obverse and reverse 
sides. 

25 Pp. Z. Bedoukian, “Minting Technique in Cilician Armenia,” ANJ, Vol. XIX 
(September 1993), No. 3, pp. 49-57; for its Armenian version see Handes Amsorya, 
Vol. LXXVII (April-June 1963), Nos. 4-6, pp. 247-264; also in SNS pp. 371-380. 

26 G. F. Hill, Ancient Methods of Coining. 
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decreased drastically. Although coins of these late kings are not 
particularly scarce, it is extremely hard to locate them in superbly 
executed condition, well centered, and with a complete legend on 
both obverse and reverse sides. The quality of minting declined to 
such a standard that a coin of King Guy, struck in EF+, is an 
extremely rare coin. Coins of the later kings simply do not exist 
in the high grades that are seen for the coins of kings Levon I and 
Hetoum I. Therefore, searching for very desirable specimens of 
late Cilician Armenian coins in extremely fine or very fine state 
of preservation is frustrating if not impossible. 


Fleur de Coin: No. 17 (-FDC/FDC), No. 18 (FDC). The obverse 
and reverse iconography as well as the legends and field marks 
of an FDC coin should be a specimen of perfection, beauty, and a 
piece of art. 

The kings of the Roupenian dynasty struck millions of coins 
during its 300 year existence. Most of them have been melted for 
their silver content and recycled into jewelry or new money. Less 
than one hundred thousand coins have reached our hands from 
five barons and fourteen kings. Very few coins are capable of 
meeting superb quality standards and worthy of being graded 
FDC. All of them are in silver, and primarily belong to the first 
two kings. In a typical large hoard, a collector can expect to see 
only a few coins in FDC grade, perhaps on the order of one in one 
thousand pieces or slightly more. 

17 The first coin (-FDC/FDC) is a very rare type double tram?’ 
of King Levon I. The obverse design is flawless, it is crisp and 
very sharp. The centering is almost perfect but due to striking 
technical problems, letters at the bottom are not as sharp as they 
should be. The reverse iconography is superb and breathtaking in 
every respect. The desgn is crisp, sharp, and well centered with a 
beautifully executed lion to right and a legend without a trace of 
wear. This is a very attractive and desirable coin in addition to 
being a rare variety of this type. 

18 This (FDC) is a regular tram’ of King Levon I. The obverse 
design and the legend are crisp, sharp, well centered, and show 
no sign of wear. On the reverse, the design and legend are crisp 
and sharp, showing no sign of wear. Very slight off-centering 
(which is permissible for ancient and medieval coins) is present, 
but all of the design is on the planchet. The average collector 


27 MM 12, p. 47, No. 767, pl. 
28 YN collection. 


Grading of Armenian Coins 201 


may come across this type of coin in superb grade if he is willing 
to pay the price. 


Extremely Fine: No. 19 (EF), No. 20 (EF+/EF), No. 21 (-EF), 
No. 22 (-EF/EF). As noted above, obverse and reverse design 
features and the circular inscription basically have the same 
depth. The legends on both sides are surrounded by dotted circles. 
Because of these circles, one would think that the obverse or 
reverse detail design high points would be susceptible to wear at a 
much faster rate than the inscription struck around the edge of the 
coin which to a certain extent would be protected by the circles. 
Most likely, people handling these coins rubbed the central portion 
first. On the other hand, due to various inherent hammering 
problems, the predominant deficiencies most likely would be in 
the legends. There may be very minor centering problems (2-5 
percent), typical to most medieval hammered coins. Coins in EF 
grade are available in large hoards at least at a rate of 2-3 
percent. 

19* This (EF) is a two-lion coronation tram? of King Levon I. 
The iconography is sharp and almost all of the details can be seen 
on the obverse and reverse. Both sides are well centered. The ob- 
verse has a slight indication of wear on king’s garment, shoul- 
der, and crown. On the figure of the Virgin Mary, the garment 
folds have very minor light wear. The upper right portion of the 
obverse legend is slightly flat. On the obverse and reverse, at 1:30 
o’clock, there is a very minor off-centering which is permissible. 

20+ This Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram®? (EF+/EF) is a 
very sharp looking coin. The obverse is practically flawless, well 
centered, very sharp; all legends and field marks are there. 
There is a trace of wear on the king’s head and shoulders and the 
horse’s body. The reverse displays an equally sharp four-line 
Arabic inscription, but the reverse edge at 7 o’clock is flat and the 
coin is not perfectly round. 

21 The tram*! of King Gosdantin I (-EF), is a very rare coin. 
The iconography on the obverse and reverse look very sharp. The 
horse’s head, hair, body, king’s figure, shoulder, and drapery 
folds as well as ornaments display all of the details. However, 
both obverse and reverse inscriptions have minor problems; in 
addition to being clipped on both sides, they are flattened at 5 
o’clock. 


29-YN collection. 
30-YN collection. 
31 MM 12, p. 49, No. 830, pl. 
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22* The very small copper (pogh) or silver (billon) Roupenian 
coins are very fragile, and it is extremely hard to find them in 
well-preserved condition. Such a coin is the billon®? of King 
Hetoum II (-EF/EF). The obverse and reverse designs of this coin 
are very sharp. The obverse inscription probably is the finest a 
collector will see, in spite of the fact that it is slightly clipped at the 
lower left side. The king’s head and shoulders display some wear. 
Also, the planchet has minor irregularities around the edge. The 
reverse cross and the dotted circle around it display superb 
crispness and sharpness. 


Very Fine: No. 23 (-VF), No. 24 (VF+), No. 25 (VF+), No. 
26 (-VF), No. 27 (VF). A coin graded VF should show more than 
half of the details. On a Roupenian coin 5-10 percent off-centering 
is permissible. The coin will lack crispness but it must retain 
some detail. 

23 The single lion coronation tram** of King Levon I (-VF) 
shows a lion holding a cross with two bars. The design of this coin 
is sharp. Even light wear is present on all high points of both sur- 
faces. More than 80 percent of legends are present on both sides. 
On the obverse, there are flat areas at 2:00 and 7:00 o’clock. Also 
there are some minor very fine cracks. On the reverse, there is a 
flat area around 5:00 o’clock. The flan is not perfectly circular. 

24+ This double tram*4of King Levon I (VF+) shows a lion 
holding a cross with two bars. The obverse of this coin is very 
sharp except for the king’s face and knees, and throne lions where 
slight but even wear can be seen. On the reverse, two of the lion’s 
legs are weakly struck and the back is worn. The coin displays 
very slight off-centering problems at 1:00 o’clock; several letters 
on the top have been clipped. Otherwise it is a very attractive coin. 

25» King Levon I struck only one type of large copper coin, 
known as a tank** (VF+). The obverse is perfectly centered and 
all design features are present. The five diamonds on the king’s 
crown are easily discerned. The legend at the right side displays 
light wear, as does the king’s mustache. The reverse is almost 
perfectly centered. The cross is lightly worn; most of the lettering 
looks sharp, but a few of the letters display light wear. 


32 GH 170, p. 107, No. 2637, pl. 91. 
33 ibid., p. 107, No. 2626, pl. 90. 

34 CS 4, p. 112, No. 695. 

35 ACAB X, p. 5, No. 48, pl. II. 
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26 The bilingual tram*®® of Hetoum-Kaigobad is a 
commemorative coin struck to mark an historical treaty 
obligation (-VF). Light even wear can be seen on the obverse 
design, legends, and field marks. The horse’s head, hair, and 
body have some wear, as do the king’s head and shoulders. The 
legend is complete and the coin is well centered. The reverse 
Arabic legend is complete and well preserved, fairly sharp, and 
well centered. 

27 The bilingual half tram of Hetoum-Kaikhusrew (VF) is a 
rare and interesting coin.’ The coin is well centered and most of 
it is very sharp. Less than twenty percent on each face is flat. On 
the obverse, the entire Armenian legend is legible. On the reverse, 
more than eighty percent of the Arabic legend is legible. 


Fine: No. 28 (F/F+), No. 29 (F+), No. 30 (F+/F), No. 31 (F/-VF). 
Details up to one-half of the high points should be visible. One-half 
of the obverse and reverse legends should be visible. Off-centering 
to a certain extent (10-20 percent) is permissible. On the reverse, 
depending on the type, major type details should be visible. 

28* The copper coins*® of Baron Levon II (F/F+) are very inter- 
esting and extremely scarce. Here we see high points of the knight 
and his shield; the horse’s head, legs, and body are worn smooth. 
At least half of the inscription is legible and traces of the 
remainder are visible. The coin is well centered. The reverse is 
better preserved. The cross is very sharp even though it is worn 
and more than half of the legend is legible but slightly off center. 

29* On this copper coin®? (F+), King Hetoum I is portrayed as 
an equestrian similar to his silver bilingual coins. Obverse 
design details are worn smooth; the horseman and the horse are 
well worn as is the legend. However, the coin is almost perfectly 
centered and the complete legend is legible. The reverse is fairly 
well worn, all of the cross is visible, and the complete legend is 
legible. The reverse is slightly off center. 

30+ Levon II changed the design of silver coins and issued 
new trams? (F+/F). On the obverse, the high points and fine icono- 
graphic details are present, the legend is worn, complete, and leg- 
ible, but if there were any field marks they are no longer visible. 
The coin is very well centered. The reverse lion has striking 
problems; except for the 7 o’clock area, the rest is very sharp, in- 


36 ACAB X, p. 5, No. 53, pl. III. 

37 Stephen Album, Price List 57 (Santa Rosa, CA, March 1989), No. 542. 
38 ACAB X, p. 4, No. 22, pl. I. 

39 ACAB X, p. 6, No. 75, pl. IV. 

40 ACAB X, p. 7, No. 84, pl. IV. 
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cluding the lettering, which is complete and legible. It is very well 
centered. 

81+ This takvorin*! of Levon the Usurper is graded F/-VF. On 
the obverse, we see the king’s body and horse well-worn and 
smooth. From 9 to 12 o’clock the lettering is missing; the rest is 
worn but legible. The coin is slightly off center. The reverse is 
better preserved than the obverse. Despite wear on high points of 
the lion’s head, body, and legs, all of the design is there without 
the details. The legend is very sharp and for a takvorin of this 
period it is nicely struck and well centered. 


Very Good: No. 32 (VG/F), No. 33 (VG+/F), No. 34 (VG+/VG). 

32+ This kardez of Levon II*? is graded VG/F. On the obverse, 
the lion is headed left. In spite of considerable wear, the lion looks 
fairly sharp; slightly more than half of the legends are present, 
but typical of this ruler’s copper coins, this example is off center. 
The reverse, in addition to being well worn, also has striking 
defects; the left side barely shows any detail and the cross and 
legend seem to be well worn. However, it is well centered. 

83 The pogh* of Levon IV (VG+/F), again, is typical of the 
small average copper coins of this period that a collector will en- 
counter. The obverse design is well worn and smooth, less than 
half of the legend is visible and legible, and off center. The 
reverse is much better preserved; the cross and the inscription are 
sharp but worn. Surprisingly, the reverse has good centering. 

34« The takvorin*s of Gosdantin IV (VG+/VG) is not scarce, 
but hard to find in decent preservation. These are struck with very 
shallow depth and poor workmanship. The obverse design of this 
coin is well worn; more than half of the legend is visible and leg- 
ible, and surprisingly well centered. The reverse lion is well 
worn and smooth; more than half of the circular inscription is 
preserved and legible, but the coin is off center. 


Good: No. 35 (F/G). 

35» The copper coin*® of Oshin (F/G) is known as pogh. On the 
obverse the design is quite visible; it is identifiable as belonging 
to King Oshin, and a Bedoukian corpus number can be assigned 


41 ACAB X, p. 9, No. 151, pl. VI. 

42 ACAB X, p. 7, No. 90, pl. IV. 

43 YT. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Books; Bulletin No. 9 [henceforth ACAB 
IX ] (Pico Rivera, CA, 1979), p. 8, No. 146, pl. V. 

44 ACAB IX, p. 9, No. 162, pl. VI. 

45 ACAB X, p. 8, No. 134, pl. VI. 
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in spite of the fact that moderate wear has smoothed all high 
points. More than half of the legend is visible and the coin is well 
centered. The reverse preservation is not as good as the obverse. 
Only a few letters are visible, the design is heavily worn, and the 
coin is slightly off center. 


fair: No. 36 (f). 

36+ The last coin (f) is the copper pogh*® of Levon V, the last 
king of this dynasty. Here is an extremely scarce coin which was 
issued during the last months of the kingdom. The coin is so worn 
that we cannot read the inscription. However, from the obverse 
lion and the size and weight, we can conclusively attribute this 
coin to King Levon V of Cilician Armenia. 
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206 


RARITY OF ARMENIAN COINS 


COINAGE OF 
THE ARMENIAN KINGDOM OF SOPHENE 
(ca. 260-70 B.C.) 


Ruler Rarity! 
Sames (ca. 260 B.C.) 

AE Thyrsos of Dionysos between two cornucopias 9R 
Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C.) 

AE Horseman advancing r. 8R 

AE Winged thunderbolt 10R 
Charaspes (before ca. 230 B.C.) 

AE Eagle standing (Obv.: jugate heads of Dioscuri) 10R 


1 Comparative 
coins: 
1R = More than 
2R = Less than 
3R = Less than 
4R = Less than 
5R = Less than 
6R = Less than 
7R = Less than 
8R = Less than 
OR = Less than 
10R = Less than 


rarity relationship for all ancient Armenian 


1000 known 
1000 known 
500 known 
250 known 
125 known 
62 known 
31 known 
16 known 
8 known 
4 known 


relatively extremely common 
relatively very common 
relatively common 

scarce 

very scarce 

extremely scarce 

rare 

very rare 

extremely rare 

great rarity 
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Ruler Rarity 
Arsames II (ca. 230 B.C.) 
AE Horseman advancing r. 10R 
AE Nude figure standing 9R 
AE Eagle standing r. 10R 
AE Caps of Dioscuri 10R 
Xerxes (ca. 220 B.C.) 
AE Victory standing 1. 9R 
AE Athena seated 10R 
AE Athena standing 10R 


Abdissares (ca. 210 B.C.) 
AE Eagle standing r. 8R 


Zariadres (ca. 190 B.C.) 
AE Deity standing 10R 


Morphilig (ca. 190 B.C.) 
AE Deity standing 10R 


Artanes (ca. 70 B.C.) 
No known coins 


Arsaces (after 70 B.C.) 
No known coins 


COINAGE OF 
THE ARTAXIADS OF ARMENIA 
(189 B.C.-A.D. 34) 


Zariadres (?-189 B.C.) 
AE Forgery, Thunderbolt between two lines 


Artaxias I (189-160 B.C.) 
No known coins 


Artavasdes I (160-123 B.C.) 
No known coins 
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Ruler Rarity 
Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.) 
AE Standing figure 8R 
AE Zeus Nicephorus seated 1. 9R 
AE Nike standing and holding wreath 7R 
AE Victory wings up, holding palm-branch 10R 
AE Tree or branch 8R 


Tigranes II (95-56 B.C.) 
AR Tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., “King of Kings” inscr. 9R 
AR Tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., “King” inscr., comet OR 
AR Tetradrachm, Tyche seated 1. (Damascus) 10R 
AR Tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., “King” inscr. (Antioch) 3R 
AR Tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., “King” inscr., fourrée 8R 


AR Drachm, Tyche seated r., “King” inscr., comet type 9R 
AR Drachm, Tyche seated r., “King of Kings” inscription 5R 
AR Drachm, elephant to r. 10R 
AR Drachm, Tyche seated r., without river-god Orontes 10R 
AR Drachm, horse to 1. 10R 
AE King driving quadriga to 1. 10R 
AE Tetradrachm, Tyche seated r. 10R 
AE Tyche seated r., “King” inscription 9R 
AE Tyche seated r., “King of Kings,” field marks 3R 
AE Tyche seated r., “King of Kings,” no field marks 3R 
AE Tyche seated r., overstruck on Phoenician coin 4R 
AE Tyche seated r., overstruck on Seleucid coin 5R 
AE Tyche seated 1. (Damascus), various field marks 7R 
AE Heracles standing, various field marks 5R 
AE Heracles standing, no field marks 5R 
AE Heracles standing, overstruck on Seleucid coin 8R 
AE Warrior 10R 
AE Nike advancing 1., “King” inscr., field marks 4R 
AE Nike advancing 1., “King” inscription, no field marks 5R 
AE Nike advancing 1., “King” inscr., A on obverse 7R 


AE Nike advancing l1., “King” inscr., four peaks on tiara 4R 
AE Nike advancing 1., “King” inscr., three peaks on tiara 9R 


AE Nike to 1. (Damascus mint), “King” inscription 10R 
AE Victory standing with arms raised up 10R 
AE Cornucopia to r., various field marks 6R 
AE Cornucopia to l1., various field marks 6R 
AE Cornucopia overstruck on Phoenician coin 9R 
AE Head of wheat 7R 


AE Ear of corn 8R 
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Ruler 


Tigranes II (cont.) 
AE Cypress tree 
AE Palm-ranch with flower 
AE Palm-branch 
AE Tripod (fire altar ?) 
AE Anchor 
AE Large club 
AE Elephant to r., various field marks 
AE Elephant to 1. 
AE Horse to 1. 
AE Horse to r. 
AE Mt. Argaeus, field marks 


Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.) 
AR Tetradrachm, quadriga to 1. 
AR Drachm, quadriga to 1. 
AE King’s figure standing to 1., letter A in 1. field 
AE King’s figure standing to l. 
AE Nike advancing to l1., letter A in 1. field 
AE Nike advancing to l. 
AE Cypress tree 


Roman Occupation (34-31 B.C.) 
No known coins 


Artaxias II (30-20 B.C.) 
AE Nike standing to r. 


Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.) 
AR Drachm, king’s figure standing l. 
AR Hemidrchm, Nike advancing 1. 
AE King driving biga to 1. 
AE Warrior standing r. 
AE Nike advancing to l. arms down 
AE Nike advancing to r. hands upraised 
AE Eagle standing 1. 
AE Thunderbolt bound with fillet 
AE Elephant to 1. 
AE Horse to 1. with foreleg raised 
AE Horse to r. with foreleg raised 
AE Half-horse prancing 1. 
AE Lion’s head to l. 
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Rarity 


8R 
7R 
7R 
7R 
10R 
10R 
OR 
OR 
10R 
9R 
10R 


10R 
8R 
9R 
10R 
8R 
OR 
8R 
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Ruler 


Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.) 


AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 


Zeus seated to 1. 

Heracles standing 

Victory standing r. 

Winged Victory to r. with uplifted arms 
Eagle standing r. and facing serpent 
Eagle standing |. and facing serpent 
Tree (or club), letter A to 1. of king’s head 
Tree or branch 

Palm-branch 

Club and double-axe 

Elephant walking r. with trunk up 
Elephant walking 1. with trunk up 
Elephant’s head to 1. with trunk up 


Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.) 


AE 
AE 


King’s figure standing to l. 
Eagle on mountain 


Tigranes IV and Erato, Jugate (2 B.C.-A.D. 1) 


AE 
AE 


Fortune seated to 1. on throne 
Front half of prancing horse to r. 


Artavasdes IV (A.D. 4-6) 
AR Denarius, head of Augustus to r. laureate 


AE 


Head of Augustus to 1. 


Tigranes V (A.D. 6) 


AE Bust of Queen Erato, “King of Kings” inscription 
AE Bust of Queen Erato, “Great, New” inscription 


AE 


Head of Augustus 


Artaxias III (A.D. 18-34) 


AR denarius, Germanicus crowning Artaxias 


(Obv.: Germanicus) 


Rarity 


10R 
8R 
9R 
9R 
OR 
9R 
10R 
9R 
10R 
10R 
9R 
8R 
9R 


8R 
9R 


8R 
10R 


OR 
10R 


10R 
10R 
10R 


OR 
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COINAGE OF 
THE ARMENIAN KINGDOM OF COMMAGENE 
(ca. 163 B.C.-A.D. 72) 


Ruler Rarity 


Ptolomaeus (ca. 163 B.C.) 
No known coins 


Mithridates Callinicus (96-70 B.C.) 


AE Athena wearing helmet and standing 8R 
AE Pegasus 10R 
AE Palm-branch (Obv.: eagle turned r.) OR 
AE Winged caduceus (Obv.: eagle turned r.) 10R 
AE Circular inscription (Obv.: king facing 1.) 10R 
AE Club (Obv.: king facing 1.) 10R 
AE Club (Obv.: king facing r.) 10R 


Antiochus I Theos (69-34 B.C.) 
AE Lion of Commagene (Obv.: bust of Tigranes II) 7TR 
AE Eagle standing on branch (Obv.: bust of Tigranes II) 10R 


Antiochus IV Epiphanes (A.D. 38-72) 


AE Scorpion 5R 
AE Capricorn 6R 
AE Two cornucopias 7R 
AE Artemis 7R 
AE Apollo 7R 
AE Hero 9R 
AE Tyche 10R 
Antiochus IV and Iotape (A.D. 38-72) 
AE Antiochus/Iotape OR 
AE Queen Iotape seated on throne to 1. 9R 
AE Female seated 1. 8R 
Iotape (A.D. 38-72) 
AE Scorpion 5R 
AE Artemis 6R 
AE Figure standing 7R 


AE Apollo 10R 


Ruler 


Epiphanes and Callinicus (A.D. 72) 
AE Epiphanes/Callinicus 
AE Capricorn (Obv.: Epiphanes and Callinicus 
on horseback) 
AE Armenian tiara (Obv.: two crossed cornucopias) 


Philopappos (A.D. 72) 
AE Athena 


State coinage of Commagene (ca. A.D. 72) 
| AE Anchor (Obv.: two clasped hands) 
AE Scorpion (Obv.: Capricorn) 
| AE Armenian tiara (Obv.: Capricorn) 
| 


City coinage of Commagene (31 B.C.-A.D. 38), Samosata 
AE Lion to r. (Obv.: head of Zeus) 
AE Tyche seated to r. (Obv.: lion to r.) 
AE Tyche seated to r. (Obv.: eagle to r.) 
AE Zeus seated to r. (Obv.: eagle to r.) 


Unknown ruler 
AE Armenian tiara (Obv.: horse to r.) 


COINAGE OF CILICIAN ARMENIAN 
(1080-1375) 


BARONIAL PERIOD (1080-1198) 


Ruler 


Roupen I (1080-1095) 
AE Copper 


Gosdantin I (1095-1100) 
No known coins 
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Rarity 
9R 


5R 
6R 


10R 


6R 
5R 
7R 


7R 
6R 
OR 
9R 


7R 


Rarity 


9R 
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Ruler Rarity? 


Toros I (1100-1123) 
AE Copper 9R 


Levon I (1123-1138) 
No known coins 


Byzantine Rule (1138-1144) 
No known coins 


Toros II (1144-1168) 
AE Copper 10R 


Mleh (1168-1175) 
No known coins 


Roupen II (1175-1187) 
AE Copper 10R 


Levon II (1187-1198) 
AE Copper 7R 


ROYAL PERIOD (1198-1375) 


Levon I (1198-1219) 
AV Tahekan with single lion 10R 


2 Comparative rarity relationship for all medieval Armenian 
coins: 

1R = More than 2000 known relatively extremely common 

2R = Less than 2000 known relatively very common 

38R = Less than 1000 known relatively common 

4R = Less than 500 known scarce 

5R = Less than 250 known very scarce 

6R = Less than 125 known extremely scarce 

7R = Less than 62 known rare 

8R=Lessthan 31 known very rare 

9R=Lessthan 16 known extremely rare 

10R = Less than 8 known great rarity 


215 


Ruler 


Hetoum II (1289-1293, 1295-1296, 1299-1305) 


AR Billon 

AE Kardez with crowned head 
AE Kardez with king seated 

AE Kardez overstruck in Arabic 


Toros (1293-1295) 
No known coins 


Smpad (1296-1298) 
AR Coronation tram 
AR Tram 
AR 1/2 Tram 
AE Pogh 


Gosdantin I (1298-1299) 
AV Tahekan 
AR Tram 
AE Kardez 


Levon III (1801-1308) 
AR Takvorin 
AR 1/2 Tram 


AR Takvorin overstruck in Arabic 


AE Kardez 


Oshin (1308-1320) 
AR Coronation tram 
AR 1/2 Tram 
AR Takvorin 


AR Takvorin overstruck in Arabic 


AE Pogh 


Levon IV (1320-1342) 
AR Takvorin 
AR 1/2 Tram 


AR Takvorin overstruck in Arabic 


AE Large pogh 
AE Pogh 


Rarity of Armenian Coins 


Rarity 


6R 
3R 
3R 
9R 


8R 
7R 
10R 
4R 


10R 
8R 
7R 


3R 
10R 
9R 
3R 


6R 
10R 
3R 
6R 
5R 


3R 
10R 
4R 
5R 
3R 
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Ruler 


Levon I (cont.) 


AV 
AV 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AE 
AE 


Tahekan with two lions 

1/2 Tahekan with two lions 
Coronation tram with single lion 
Coronation tram with two lions 
Double tram 

1/2 Double tram 

1/4 Double tram 

1/2 Tram, regular issue with two lions 
Billon with Armenian inscription 
Billon with Latin inscription 
Tram, regular issue with two lions 
Tank 

Tank struck in Ayas 


Regency for Zabel (1219-1222), Zabel & Philip (1222-1225) 
No known coins 


Hetoum I (1226-1270) 


AV 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AE 
AE 
AE 
AE 


Tahekan, Levon and Hetoum 

Tram, bilingual, Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
1/2 Tram, bilingual, Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Tram, bilingual, Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
1/2 Tram, bilingual, Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Tram, Hetoum-Zabel regular issue 

1/2 Tram 

1/2 Tram without legend 

Tank 

Tank struck in Ayas 

Kardez, equestrian 

Kardez, common 


Levon II (1270-1289) 
Tahekan, lion walking r., no known coins at present time--- 


AV 
AV 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AR 
AE 
AE 


Tahekan, Levon and Hetoum 
Tram, Hetoum-Zabel design 

New tram 

New tram struck in Ayas 

1/2 New tram with complete legend 
1/2 New tram without legend 
Tank 

Kardez 
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Rarity 


10R 
10R 
7R 
2R 
5R 
5R 
10R 


. 6R 


10R 
10R 
1R 
1R 
6R 


10R 
5R 
OR 
4R 
8R 
1R 
6R 
9R 
1R 
5R 
4R 
3R 


10R 
9R 
3R 
6R 
10R 
7R 
10R 
4R 


216 Armenian Coins and Their Values 


Ruler 


Guy (1342-1344) 
AR Takvorin 
AE Pogh 


Gosdantin III (1344-1363) 
AR Takvorin struck in Tarsus 
AR Takvorin struck in Sis 
AR Takvorin overstruck in Arabic 
AE Pogh struck in Tarsus 
AE Pogh struck in Sis 


Levon the Usurper (1363-1365) 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin overstruck in Arabic 
AE Pogh 
AE Pogh struck with takvorin die 


Gosdantin IV (1365-1373) 
AR Takvorin 
AE Pogh 
AE Pogh struck with takvorin die 


Levon V (1374-13875) 
AR Billon 
AE Pogh 


Post Roupenian 
AR Takvorin 
AE Pogh struck with takvorin die 


COINS STRUCK IN GREATER ARMENIA 


Kiurke II Curopalatus (1048-1100) 
AE Byzantine style 


Abagha Khan (663-680 A.H./A.D. 1265-1282) 


AE Trilingual coin 


Rarity 


6R 
10R 


7R 
3R 
9R 
9R 
7R 


4R 
10R 
8R 
10R 


3R 
OR 
5R 


7R 
5R 


9R 
6R 


9R 


7R 


VALUES OF ARMENIAN COINS 


(1995) 
Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 

No. grade! 
Le -VF 800 1,200 
2. F+/-VF 565 900 
3. F+/-VF 565 900 
4. F+ 750 1,500 
5. VF 2,000 2,000 
6. F/-F 300 1,000 
bs VF+ 1,350 900 
8. -VF 700 1,000 
9. F+ 750 1,500 
10. -VF/F+ 600 900 
Id. --- --- 1,500 
12. --- --- 1,500 
13; --- --- 1,200 
14. --- --- 1,200 
15. F+ 400 900 
16. --- --- 1,200 
L? --- --- 1,800 
18. --- --- 1,800 
19. Counterfeit --- --- 
20. -F/F 170 600 
21, --- --- 750 
29. VF 600 600 
23; VG+/F+ 500 750 
24. -VF/VF 750 900 
25. --- --- 750 
26; F 250 750 
27. -VF/VF+ 7,500 7,500 
28. VF 2,750 2,750 
29. EF 8,500 4,000 


F 


217 


400 
300 
300 
500 
1,000 
350 
300 
350 
500 
300 
500 
500 
400 
400 
300 
400 
600 
600 
200 
250 
200 
250 
300 
250 
250 
3,000 
1,250 
1,750 


1 Actual coins not illustrated are valued only for VF (Very Fine) and F (Fine) 


grades of preservation. 
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Illustration 


grade 


-VF/VF+ 
VF/VF+ 
VF+ 
VF 


Armenian Coins and Their Values 


Coin value in US Dollars 


1,100 1,100 
1,250 1,000 
1,500 1,000 
1,300 1,300 
1,100 1,100 
2,000 1,100 
1,000 1,250 
850 1,100 
--- 800 
3,600 2,750 
2,500 2,250 
2,250 2,500 
2,250 2,500 
1,900 2,500 
750 2,000 
--- 250 
125 175 
50 175 
125 140 
200 140 
25 140 

70 140 
100 140 
100 140 
3D 140 

60 175 

85 175 
175 175 
60 175 

90 175 
175 175 
800 600 
350 600 
350 600 
125 600 
50 140 

85 140 

95 140 

75 140 
135 140 
--- 140 


F 


500 
500 
500 
600 
500 
500 
600 
500 
400 
1,250 
1,000 
1,250 
1,250 
1,250 
750 
85 

65 

65 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 
200 
200 
200 
200 
50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 


Values of Armenian Coins 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
Dp 


Illustration 
grade 


F+/-F 
-F 
F+/-VF 
-VF 

F/F+ 
-VF 
VF /F+ 
F 
-VF/VF 
VG/F 
F/-VF 
F+ 
-VF/F+ 
VF+ 
-F/VG+ 
VF+ 


VF 
F+/-VF 


Coin value in US Dollars 


60 175 
40 175 
105 175 
100 175 
80 175 
--- 225 
100 140 
95 140 
50 140 
--- 140 
100 140 
--- 140 
40 140 
70 140 
60 140 
75 140 
175 140 
50 175 
250 175 
175 175 
175 300 
40 140 
50 140 
110 160 
75 160 
120 160 
45 160 
125 175 
65 195 
160 160 
75 160 
110 160 
125 160 
130 160 
90 160 
110 160 
70 160 
200 160 
160 160 
200 160 
95 160 


F 
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60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
75 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
60 
60 
60 
100 
50 
50 
55 
55 
55 
55 
60 
65 
55 
55 
55 
60 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 


pO 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 
No. grade F 
112. F+/-VF 95 160 55 
113. --- --- 240 80 
114. F 80 240 80 
115. F 80 240 80 
116. -F 60 240 80 
117. F 55 240 80 
118. F+/VF+ 225 240 80 
119. -F/VG+ 75 300 100 
120. F+/VF 200 300 100 
121. -VF/VF 250 300 100 
122, F/-F 125 450 150 
123: EF+ 55,000 25,000 12,500 
124. VF+/-VF 3,000 3,000 1,500 
125. VF+ 1,000 450 150 
126. --- --- 450 150 
127. VF+ 750 450 150 
128. -VF 300 450 150 
129. -VF 350 450 150 
130. VG+ 75 450 150 
131. --- --- 450 150 
132. F 150 450 150 
133. F/G 95 450 150 
134. -VF/VF+ 6,000 5,000 2,500 
135. F 1,000 5,000 2,500 
136. F+/-VF 830 1,100 350 
137. --- --- 1,100 350 
138. F 250 750 250 
139. -F/F+ 220 600 200 
140. --- --- 600 200 
141. --- --- 600 200 
142. -F 150 450 200 
143. VG+ 100 450 200 
| 144. -VF/VF 500 600 200 
145. VF 600 600 200 
| 146. F/VF+ 450 600 200 
| 147. -F 150 600 200 
| 148. F+/VG 185 600 200 
| 149. VF 600 600 200 
| 150. VF /-VF 450 600 200 
151. -F/F+ 250 750 250 


152. F 250 750 250 
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Illustration 


grade 


Coin value in US Dollars 


--- 600 
200 600 
250 750 
--- 750 
--- 1,250 
750 1,250 
--- 1,250 
750 1,250 
40 1,250 
600 900 
900 900 
--- 900 
40 450 
220 450 
260 450 
260 450 
350 450 
200 900 
--- 450 
200 450 
450 450 
--- 1,200 
--- 1,200 
300 1,200 
600 1,200 
900 900 
450 900 
4,000 3,000 
700 2,250 
1,500 2,250 
750 2.250 
1,500 4,500 
--- 4,500 

--- 4,500 

1,000 1,000 

--- 1,200 

--- 1,200 
225 500 
750 750 
750 750 
700 600 
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200 
200 
250 
250 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
300 
300 
300 
150 
150 
150 
150 
150 
300 
150 
150 
150 
400 
400 
400 
400 
300 
300 
1,500 
750 
750 
750 
1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
350 
400 
400 
175 
250 
250 
200 
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Illustration 


grade 


Armenian Coins and Their Values 


Coin value in US Dollars 


500 600 
600 600 
210 300 
--- 450 
--- 750 
325 150 
--- 150 
300 300 
150 190 
250 190 
--- 190 
150 150 
400 150 
125 160 
300 200 
275 190 
75 190 
--- 190 
700 240 
--- 240 
100 300 
--- 300 
300 450 
--- 450 
--- 450 
75 180 
--- 195 
--- 195 
195 195 
225 225 
--- 450 
600 450 
450 375 
--- 375 
300 375 
225 225 
-oe 300 
--- 300 
--- 400 
120 120 
--- 150 


EF 


200 
200 
100 
150 
250 
50 
50 
100 
65 
65 
65 
50 
50 
55 
75 
65 
65 
65 
80 
80 
100 
100 
150 
150 
150 
60 
65 
65 
65 
75 
150 
150 
125 
125 
125 
75 
100 
100 
130 
40 
50 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 

No. grade F 

235. F+ 75 140 50 
236. VF+ 200 140 50 
237. VF 120 120 40 
238. --- --- 120 40 
239. --- --- 120 40 
240. -VF 90 120 40 
241. --- --- 120 40 
242. VF 120 120 40 
243. --- --- 120 40 
244. -VF 110 160 55 
245. -VF 450 600 200 
246. F+ 900 2,000 650 
247. -VF 1,500 2,000 700 
248. F 800 2,400 800 
249. F+/F 1,000 2,400 800 
250. F+ 350 750 250 
251. VG+ 250 850 275 
252. -VF 650 900 300 
258. --- --- 20,000 10,000 
254. --- --- 16,000 8,000 
255. EF+ 45,000 16,000 8,000 
256. --- --- 800 275 
257. VF 600 700 250 
258. VF+ 63 50 22 
259. VF /-VF 45 50 22 
260. VF 50 50 22 
261. VF 50 50 22 
262. VF 45 45 20 
263. VF+/VF 50 45 20 
264. VF+/-VF 45 45 20 
265. VF 45 45 20 
266. -EF 75 45 20 
267. VF 45 45 20 
268. VF+ 400 300 120 
269. VF+ 310 235 100 
270. -VF/VF 205 235 100 
271. VF+ 340 255 110 
272. -FDC/FDC 6,500 1,650 750 
273. EF+ 5,000 2,250 1,000 
274. VF+ 200 150 60 


275. VF 225 225 90 
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Illustration 
grade 


-EF 
VF 
VF 


-VF 
VF 
-VF 


Armenian Coins and Their Values 


Coin value in US Dollars 


3,500 3,000 
300 300 
300 300 

--- 350 
--- 1,750 
1,250 1,500 
40 40 
25 33 
43 33 
15 33 
43 33 
52 40 
25 33 
30 33 
83 33 
43 33 
33 33 
20 33 
160 33 
45 45 
30 45 
90 90 
35 45 
35 45 
--- 60 
100 50 
45 55 
100 50 
50 50 
35 50 
130 55 
50 50 
35 50 
50 50 
35 55 
40 55 
40 55 
30 60 
30 60 
40,000 40,000 
250 150 


Values of Armenian Coins 


Illustration 


No. grade 
317. VF 150 150 
318. VF 150 150 
319. -VF 115 150 
320. -F/-VF 500 900 
roy VF 110 110 
322. VF+ 145 110 
323. EF 240 110 
324. EF 240 110 
325. EF 240 110 
326. -EF 185 110 
327. VF/-EF 170 110 
328. VF+/-VF 110 110 
329. VF+/-VF 110 110 
330. VF 900 900 
331. -EF 1,000 600 
332. VF+ 43 33 
333. VF 40 40 
334. EF 75 oo 
335. -EF 55 33 
336. VF+ 50 40 
337. VF+ 43 33 
338. VF 40 40 
339. VF+ 43 33 
340. VF+ 43 33 
341. VF+ 43 33 
342. -VF/VF 35 40 
343. VF 40 40 
344. VF 40 40 
345. -EF 400 250 
346. VF+ 300 250 
347. F+ 150 250 
348. --- --- 250 
349. F+ 300 500 
350. F 125 300 
351. VF 50 50 
852. VF+ 90 60 
353, VF 50 50 
354. VF/VF+ 70 50 
355. VF 60 60 
356. VF 70 70 


357. VF+ 100 


Coin value in US Dollars 


70 


225 


| 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 
No. grade F 
358. -VF 45 70 20 
359. F+/-VF 30 60 18 
360. F 20 70 20 
361. -VF 45 70 20 
362. VF 50 50 15 
363. F+/VF 35 50 LS 
364. F/VF 25 50 15 
365. --- --- 70 20 
366. --- --- 70 20 
| 367. Burned --- --- --- 
| 368. VF 225 225 100 
| 369. VF+ 70 55 25 
370. -VF/F+ 50 75 30 
371. VF+ 100 75 30 
372. --- --- 75 30 
373. VF 75 75 30 
374. F+/-VF 50 75 30 
375: -VF 55 75 30 
376. -VF 43 55 25 
377. VF+ 135 100 40 
| 378. F+ 55 100 40 
| 379. VF+/VF 2,000 1,750 750 
| 380. --- --- 1,000 400 
381. VF 190 190 85 
382. -VF 150 190 85 
383. F+ 100 160 70 
384. F 70 160 70 
385. VF+ 190 160 70 
386. --- --- 125 40 
387. F 30 100 30 
388. F/-F 30 LIS 35 
389. F+ 35 100 30 
| 390. -VF/F+ 40 100 30 
| 391. -VF 70 115 35 
| 392 --- --- 115 35 
393 F 35 115 35. 
394 -VF 110 150 60 
395 VF/VF+ 175 150 60 
396 -VF 150 200 80 
397 VF/VF+ 230 175 70 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 

No. grade F 

399. F+ 25 60 18 
400. F+/-VF QT 50 15 
401. F+ 20 50 15 
402. -VF 42 60 18 
403. F+ 30 67 20 
404. -VF 42 60 18 
405. F 22 75 29 
406. VF 85 85 25 
407. F+ 160 275 125 
408. -VF 170 220 100 
409. --- --- 350 160 
410. --- --- 350 160 
411. VF 2,000 2,000 1,000 
412. F+ 30 65 22 
4138. -VF/F+ 40 65 vy) 
414. VF 40,000 40,000 20,000 
415. EF/VF+ 3,500 2.750 1,250 
416. -VF/VF+ 2,250 2,250 1,000 
417. -VF 300 400 140 
418. VF 400 400 140 
419. VF+ 90 70 30 
420. VF+ 90 70 30 
421. VF+ 90 70 30 
422. VF+ 100 80 83 
423. VF 70 80 33 
424. --- --- 100 45 
425. -VF 62 85 37 
426. --- --- 70 30 
427. VF+ 75 80 33 
428. F+ 1,500 2,000 1,000 
429. VF 100 100 45 
430. VF 100 100 45 
431. VF 70 70 25 
432. F+/F 28 70 25 
433. -VF 60 85 30 
434. VF /-VF 85 100 35 
435. -F 22 85 30 
436. -F 22 85 30 
437. F+ 45 100 35 
438. VF 200 200 100 


439. VF+ 250 200 100 


ee 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 

No. grade F 

440. VF+ 2,500 2,000 1,000 
441. VF+ 110 85 35 
442. -VF 60 85 35 
443. -VF 50 85 35 
444, F/-VF 60 85 35: 
445. -VF 60 100 42 
446. F+ 55 100 40 
447. --- --- 125 50 
448. -VF 55 80 25 
449. F/-VF 35 80 25 
450. -VF 60 85 30 
451. -VF 50 70 20 
452. F+/-VF 45 70 20 
453. -VF/F 35 70 20 
454. F+ 185 250 125 
455. --- --- 2,000 1,000 
456. -VF 40 50 20 
457. -VF/F+ 70 100 40 
458. -VF 80 100 40 
459. F+ 35 70 30 
460. -VF 100 150 50 
461. --- --- 70 20 
462. F+ 33 70 20 
463. -VF 50 70 20 
464. -VF 50 70 20 
465. F+ 33 70 20 
A466. -VF/F+ 45 70 20 
467. --- --- 90 30 
468. -VF 100 150 60 
469. F+ 80 150 60 
470. --- --- 1,500 500 
471. VF /-VF 250 300 125 
472 VF 75 75 20 
473 VF 45 75 20 
474 VF+/VF 100 75 20 
475. F+ 150 250 125 
476. VF 400 400 200 
477. VF+ 250 250 125 
478. VF 250 250 125 
479. F 100 300 100 


480. F+ 60 125 40 
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Illustration Coin value in US Dollars 

No. grade F 

481. VF+/-VF 125 125 40 
482. -VF 90 125 40 
483. F+ 60 125 40 
484. --- --- 175 60 
485. -VF 110 175 60 
486. VF 75 175 60 
487. VF 175 175 60 
488. -F 60 250 800 
489. -VF 165 250 80 
490. F/F+ 150 300 100 
491. VF/-VF As 100 30 
492. -VF 60 100 30 
493. F+ 40 100 30 
494. F+ 40 100 30 
495. F 45 150 45 
496. --- --- 200 60 
497. F 45 150 45 
498. -VF 70 100 30 
499. -F/VG+ 18 100 30 
500. -VF/F+ 170 300 100 
501. F+ 140 300 100 
502. -VF/VF+ 300 300 100 
503. VF 450 450 150 
504. VF+ 900 675 225 
505. VF /-VF 110 150 40 
506. -VF/F+ 75 150 40 
507. -VF 125 150 40 
508. VG+/-F 50 225 60 
509. F 100 200 100 
510. VF 60 60 20 
511. --- --- 100 30 
5I2. F 50 150 50 
513. -VF/F+ 125 200 75 
514. F+/VF 2,000 2,500 1,000 


515. -VF 300 400 150 
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KEY TO PLATES 
Wo. P 
Plate 1 
1.| Sames AE Thyrsos of Dionysos | 48 
2.| Arsames I AE Horseman 48 
3.| Arsames I AE Horseman 48 
4.| Arsames I AE Thunderbolt 49 
5.}| Charaspes AE Eagle 49 
6.| Arsames II AE Horseman 50 
7.| Arsames II AE Standing figure 50 
8.| Arsames II AE Eagle 50 
9.| Arsames II AE Caps of Dioscuri 50 
10. | Xerxes AE Victory 51 
15. | Abdissares AE Eagle 52 
.| Zariadres AE Deity Anaitis 52 
Plate 2 
18.} Morphilig AE Deity Anaitis 53 
19.| Zariadres AE Thunderbolt 54 
20.| Tigranes I AE Standing figure 55 
22.| Tigranes I AE Zeus Nicephorus 56 
23.| Tigranes I AE Nike with wreath 56 
24.| Tigranes I AE Victory with palm- 
branch 56 
26.| Tigranes I AE Tree or branch 57 
.| Tigranes AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 58 
. | Tigranes AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 58 
Plate 3 
29.| Tigranes II AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 


AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 


.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


SSSSH 


Key to Plates 
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Wo p. 


Plate 3 (cont.) 
34.| Tigranes II 
35.| Tigranes II 


Plate 4 
Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 


Plate 5 

.| Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes II 


.| Tigranes II 


Tigranes II 


Tigranes II 


Plate 6 
61.| Tigranes II 
62.| Tigranes II 
63.| Tigranes II 

.| Tigranes 


AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 


AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 
AR Drachm/Tyche 

AR Drachm/Tyche 

AR Drachm/elephant 
AR Drachm/Tyche 

AR Drachm/horse 

AE Quadriga 

AE Tyche 


AE Tyche c/m 
AE Tyche c/m 
AE Tyche overstruck 

on Seleucid coin 


AE Tyche overstruck on 


on Phoenician coin 
AE Tyche overstruck 

on Phoenician coin 
AE Tyche overstruck 
on Phoenician coin 


AE Tyche of Damascus 


AE Tyche of Damascus 
AE Tyche of Damascus 
AE 


Tyche of Damascus 


59 
60 


BRBA2R22288se 


& 8 8 8 BBBBBRBBB 
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Wo P. 


Plate 6 (cont.) 
.| Tigranes 
. | Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


69. | Tigranes 
71.| Tigranes 
72.| Tigranes 
73. | Tigranes 


Tigranes 


Tigranes 


.| Tigranes 
Plate 7 
78.| Tigranes 
79.| Tigranes 
81.| Tigranes 


.| Tigranes 
Tigranes 


85. | Tigranes 
86.| Tigranes 
87.| Tigranes 
88. | Tigranes 


.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


Plate 8 

93.| Tigranes 
94.| Tigranes 
95. | Tigranes 
96. | Tigranes 
97.| Tigranes 
98. | Tigranes 
99.| Tigranes 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


II 


AE Heracles 

AE Heracles 

AE Heracles 

AE Heracles 

AE Heracles 

AE Heracles 

AE Heracles c/m 

AE Heracles overstruck 
on Seleucid coin 

AE Heracles overstruck 
on Seleucid coin 

AE Heracles overstruck 

on Aradian coin 

Nike 
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67 
67 
67 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
69 
69 
69 
69 
AE Cornucopia 69 
AE Cornucopia 70 
AE Cornucopia 70 
AE Cornucopia 70 
AE Cornucopia 70 
AE Cornucopia 70 


AE Cornucopia o/s 
on Seleucid coin 


Key to Plates 


No p 


Plate 8 (cont.) 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
.| Tigranes II 
.| Tigranes 


Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 


II 


Plate 9 


108. 
109. 
110. 
11. 
112. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 
Tigranes II 


Plate 10 


123. 
124. 
125. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 


Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artavasdes II 
Artaxias II 

Tigranes III 
Tigranes III 
Tigranes III 
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AE Head of wheat 

AE Head of wheat 

AE Head of wheat 

AE Head of wheat 

AE Ear of corn 

AE Cypress tree 
Cypress tree 
Palm-branch w/flwr 


AE Palm-branch w/flwr 
AE Palm-branch 

AE Palm-branch 

AE Tripod 

AE Tripod 

AE Club 

AE Club 

AE Elephant 
AE Elephant 
AE Elephant 
AE Horse 

AE Horse 
Horse 

Mt. Argaeus 


AR 4drachm/quadriga 75 
AR Drachm/quadriga vi3) 
AE King’s fig. standing | 76 


AE Nike 76 
AE Nike 76 
AE Nike 76 
AE Nike 7 
AE Cypress tree V7, 
AE Nike 7 


AR Drachm/king’sfigure | 78 
AR Hemidrachm/Nike 78 
AE Biga 
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Plate 11 
138. | Tigranes 
139. | Tigranes 
142. | Tigranes 
143. | Tigranes 
144. | Tigranes 
145. | Tigranes 
146. | Tigranes 
147. | Tigranes 
148. | Tigranes 
149. | Tigranes 
150. | Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


Plate 12 

152. | Tigranes 
154. | Tigranes 
155. | Tigranes 
158. | Tigranes 
160. | Tigranes 
161. | Tigranes 
162. | Tigranes 
163. | Tigranes 
165. | Tigranes 
166. | Tigranes 
167. | Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 
.| Tigranes 


Plate 13 

170. | Tigranes 
172. | Tigranes 
173. | Tigranes 
176. 
177. 
178. 


III 
III 
III 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
Ill 
III 


III 
III 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 
IV 


IV 
IV 
IV 


Artavasdes III 
Artavasdes III 
Tigranes IV and Erato 
.| Tigranes IV and Erato 
.| Artavasdes IV and Augustus | AR Artavasdes/Augustus 


AE Warrior 
AE Nike 

AE Eagle 

AE Eagle 

AE Thunderbolt 
AE Elephant 
AE Elephant 
AE Elephant 
AE Horse 
AE Horse 
AE Horse 
AE Horse 


AE Horse 

AE Lion’s head 
AE Zeus 

AE Heracles 
AE Heracles 
AE Heracles 
AE Victory 

AE Victory 

AE Eagle 

AE Eagle 

AE Tree (or club) 
AE Tree 

AE Palm-branch 


AE Club and double-axe 
AE Elephant 

AE Elephant’s head 

AE King’s fig. standing 
AE Eagle on mountain 

AE Fortune seated 

AE Half prancing horse 


RESBSSBSVBBBAR 


RRERRRLKLK 
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No 


iP. 
Plate 13 (cont.) 
181.} Artavasdes IV and Augustus | AE Artavasdes/Augustus| 86 
182.| Tigranes V and Erato AE Tigranes/Erato 87 
183.| Tigranes V and Erato AE Tigranes/Erato 87 
184.| Tigranes V and Augustus AE Tigranes/Augustus 87 
.| Artaxias ITI AR Artaxias, Germanic.} 88 
Plate 14 
187. | Mithridates I Callinicus AE Athena 89 
190.} Mithridates I Callinicus AE Palm-branch 90 
191.| Mithridates I Callinicus AE Winged caduceus 90 
192.} Mithridates I Callinicus AE Inscription 90 
193.} Mithridates I Callinicus AE Club 91 
194.| Mithridates I Callinicus AE Club 91 
195.| Mithridates I Callinicus AE Club 91 
196. } Antiochus I Theos AE Lion 91 
.| Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Scorpion 92 
Plate 15 
201. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Scorpion 93 
202. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Scorpion (Lacanatis)} 98 
203. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Scorpion (Lycaonia) | 98 
205. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Capricorn 93 
206. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Two cornucopias 94 
207.| Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Artemis 94 
208. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Apollo 94 
209. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Apollo 94 


Plate 16 
210. | Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Apollo 94 
212.| Antiochus IV Epiphanes AE Hero 95 
214.| Antiochus IV and Iotape AE Antiochus/Iotape % 
216. | Antiochus IV and lotape AE Antiochus/Queen std] 9% 
219. | Iotape AE Scorpion 96 
222. | Iotape AE Artemis 97 
223. | Iotape AE Male figure 97 
225.| Epiphanes and Callinicus AE Epiphanes/Callinicus | 97 
Epiphanes and Callinicus AE Capricorn, Commag.| 98 
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Plate 17 
228.| Epiphanes and Callinicus AE Capricorn, Lycaonia| 9%8 
229.| Epiphanes and Callinicus AE Armenian tiara 98 
233. | State coinage of Commagene | AE Two clasped hands/ 
anchor 99 
235.| State coinage of Commagene | AE Capricorn/Scorpion | 100 
236.| State coinage of Commagene | AE Capricorn/Arm tiara | 100 
237.| City coinage of Samosata AE Zeus/lion to r. 100 
240. | City coinage of Samosata AE Lion/Tyche 101 


AE Eagle/Tyche 
AE Armenian tiara 


.| City coinage of Samosata 
.| Unknown ruler 


Plate 18 

245.| Baron Roupen I AE Cross 103 
246.} Baron Toros I AE Cross 104 
247.| Baron Toros II AE Cross 106 
248.} Baron Roupen II AE Castle, two platforms | 106 
249.| Baron Roupen II AE Castle, one platform | 107 
250. | Baron Levon II AE Knight/cross 107 
251.} Baron Levon II AE Knight/cross 107 
252. | Baron Levon II AE Knight/cross 108 
253. | Levon I AV Tahekan, one lion 109 

.| Levon I AV Tahekan, two lions 


.| Levon I AV 1/2 tahekan, 2 lions 


257. | Levon I AR Coronation tram 

with one lion 110 
258. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 110 
259. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 110 
260. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 111 
261. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 111 
262. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 111 
263. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 111 
264. |} Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 112 
265. | Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions | 112 

.| Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions 


.| Levon I AR Cor. tram w/2 lions 
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No P. 


Plate 20 

268. | Levon I AR Double tram 112 
269. | Levon I AR Double tram 113 
270. | Levon I AR Double tram 113 
271. | Levon I AR Double tram 113 
272.} Levon I AR Double tram 113 
273. | Levon I AR Double tram 114 
274. |} Levon I AR Half double tram 114 

.| Levon I AR Half double tram 

Plate 21 

276. } Levon I 

277. | Levon I AR Half tram 114 
278. | Levon I AR Half tram 115 


281. } Levon I AR Billon in Latin 


282. | Levon I AR Tram 115 
283. | Levon I AR Tram 116 
284. | Levon I AR Tram 116 
285. | Levon I AR Tram 116 


AR Tram 
AR Tram 
AR Tram 


286. } Levon I 
287.} Levon I 
.| Levon I 


.| Levon I AR Tram 

Plate 22 

290. | Levon I 117 
291. | Levon I 117 
292.| Levon I 117 
293. } Levon I 118 
294. } Levon I 118 
295. | Levon I 118 
296. | Levon I 118 
297. | Levon I 119 


.| Levon I 


.| Levon I 
Plate 23 
301. | Levon I AE Tank 119 
302. | Levon I AE Tank 120 


303. | Levon I AE Tank 120 
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Plate 23 (cont.) 


304. 
305. 
306. 


Levon I 
Levon I 
Levon I 


Levon I 


AE Tank 
AE Tank 
AE Tank 
AE Tank 


Plate 24 


308. 
309. 
310. 
311. 
312. 
.| Levon I 
.| Levon I 


Levon I 
Levon I 
Levon I 
Levon I 
Levon I 


Plate 25 


315. 
316. 
317. 
318. 
319. 
320. 
321. 
322. 
323. 

.| Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 


Hetoum I 
Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Hetoum-Kaiqobad 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 


Plate 26 


325. 
326. 
327. 
328. 
329. 
330. 
.| Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
. | Hetoum-Zabel 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 


Plate 27 
333. | Hetoum-Zabel 
334. | Hetoum-Zabel 


AV Levon/Hetoum 
AR Bilingual tram 
AR Bilingual tram 
AR Bilingual tram 
AR Bilingual tram 
AR Bilingual half tram 
AR Bilingual tram, 635 
AR Bilingual tram, 636 
AR Bilingual tram, 637 
AR Bilingual tram, 639 


AR Bilingual tram, 640 
AR Bilingual tram, 641 
AR Bilingual tram, 642 
AR Bilingual tram, 643 
AR Bilingual tram, 644 
AR Bilingual half tram 
AR Bilingual half tram 
AR Tram 


AR Tram 
AR Tram 
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No P. 


Plate 27 (cont.) 


335. | Hetoum-Zabel 129 
336. | Hetoum-Zabel 129 
337. | Hetoum-Zabel 130 
338. | Hetoum-Zabel 130 
339. | Hetoum-Zabel 130 
340. | Hetoum-Zabel 130 
341. | Hetoum-Zabel 130 
342. |} Hetoum-Zabel 131 


.| Hetoum-Zabel 
. | Hetoum-Zabel 


Plate 28 
345. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Half tram 131 
346. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Half tram 132 
347. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Half tram 132 
349. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Half tram 132 
350. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Half tram struck 

with tram die 132 
351. | Hetoum I AE Tank 133 
352. | Hetoum I AE Tank 133 

.| Hetoum I AE Tank 


.| Hetoum I AE Tank 

Plate 29 

355. | Hetoum I AE Tank 134 
356. | Hetoum I AE Tank 134 
357. | Hetoum I AE Tank 134 
358. | Hetoum I AE Tank, double strike | 134 
359. | Hetoum I AE Equestrian Kardez 135 
360. } Hetoum I AE Equestrian Kardez, 


double strike 
AE Kardez 


.| Hetoum I 


Plate 30 

362. } Hetoum I AE Kardez 135 
363. | Hetoum I AE Kardez 136 
364. | Hetoum I AE Kardez 136 


.| Levon II AR Hetoum-Zabel tram 
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Plate 30 (cont.) 


369. 
370. 
371. 
.| Levon II 
.| Levon II 


Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 


Plate 31 


375. 
376. 
377. 
378. 
379. 
381. 
382. 
383. 
384. 
385. 
387. 
388. 


Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 


.| Levon II 


Plate 32 


390. 
391. 
393. 
394. 
395. 
396. 
397. 
398. 
399. 


Levon II 
Levon II 
Levon II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 


.| Hetoum II 


Plate 33 


401. 
402. 
403. 
404. 


Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 
Hetoum II 


.| Hetoum II 


AR New tram 
AR New tram 
AR New tram 
AR New tram 
AR Half new 
AR Half new 
AR Half new 
AR Half new 
AR Half new 
AR Half new 
AE Kardez 

AE Kardez 

AE Kardez 


AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AR Billon 
AR Billon 
AR Billon 
AR Billon 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 


AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 
AE Kardez 


tram 
tram 
tram 
tram 
tram 
tram 
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No P. 


Plate 33 (cont.) 


406. | Hetoum II AE Copper 146 

407. | Smpad AR Coronation tram 146 

408. | Smpad AR Tram 147 

411.| Smpad AR Half tram 148 
.| Smpad AE Pogh 


.| Smpad AE Pogh 

Plate 34 

414.| Gosdantin I AV Tahekan 149 
415. | Gosdantin I AR Tram 149 
416. | Gosdantin I AR Tram 149 
417.| Gosdantin I AE Kardez 149 
418. | Gosdantin I AE Kardez 150 
419. | Levon III AR Takvorin 150 
420. | Levon III AR Takvorin 151 
421. } Levon III AR Takvorin 151 
422. | Levon III AR Takvorin 151 
423. | Levon III AR Takvorin 151 


.| Levon III AR Takvorin 


427. | Levon III AR Takvorin 152 
428. | Levon III AR Half tram 152 
429. | Levon III AR Takvorin o/s Arabic | 153 
430. | Levon III AR/AE Takvorin 
copper plated 153 
431. | Levon III AE Kardez 153 
432. | Levon III AE Kardez 153 
433. | Levon III AE Kardez 153 
434. | Levon III AE Kardez 154 
435. | Levon III AE Kardez 154 
.| Levon III AE Kardez 
.| Levon III AE Kardez 
Plate 36 
438. AR Coronation tram 155 
AR Coronation tram 155 


AR Half tram 
AR Takvorin 
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Plate 36 (cont.) 


AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin o/s Arabic 
AE Pogh 
AE Pogh 
AE Pogh 


156 
156 
156 
157 
157 
157 


AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 


158 
158 
158 
159 


.| Levon IV 
.| Levon IV 
.| Levon IV 
.| Levon IV 


456. | Levon IV AR Takvorin o/s Arabic | 159 
457.| Levon IV AR Takvorin o/s w/star | 159 
458. | Levon IV AR Takvorin o/s w/star | 159 
459.| Levon IV AR Takvorin o/s with 
round seal 160 
460. | Levon IV AE Large pogh 160 
462. | Levon IV AE Pogh 160 
.| Levon IV AE Pogh 
.| Levon IV AE Pogh 


161 
161 
162 
162 
163 
163 
163 
164 
164 


Levon IV 
Levon IV 
Guy 

.| Guy 

.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 
.| Gosdantin III 


AE Pogh 

AE Pogh 

AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 
AR Takvorin 164 
AR Takvorin 164 
AR Takvorin o/s Arabic | 165 
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Plate 39 

479.| Gosdantin III AE Pogh 165 
480.| Gosdantin III AE Pogh 165 
481.| Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin 165 
482. | Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin 166 
483. | Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin 166 
485. | Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin w/low silv.| 166 
486. | Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin 167 
487. | Levon the Usurper AR Takvorin o/s Arabic | 167 
488. | Levon the Usurper AE Pogh 167 

.| Levon the Usurper AE Pogh 


.| Levon the Usurper AE Pogh w/takvorin die 


Plate 40 

491.| Gosdantin IV AR Takvorin 168 
492.| Gosdantin IV AR Takvorin 168 
493. | Gosdantin IV AR Takvorin 169 
494.} Gosdantin IV AR Takvorin 169 
495.| Gosdantin IV AR Takvorin 169 
497.| Gosdantin IV AE Pogh 170 
498.| Gosdantin IV AE Pogh w/takvorin die | 170 
499.} Gosdantin IV AE Pogh w/takvorin die | 170 
500. | Levon V AR Billon 71 
501.} Levon V AR Billon V1 
502.) Levon V AR Billon 171 
503.} Levon V AR Billon 172 


.| Levon V AR Billon 


.| Levon V AE Pogh 


506.} Levon V AE Pogh 172 
507.} Levon V AE Pogh 172 
508.} Levon V AE Pogh 173 
509. | Post Roupenian AE Billon/takvorin 173 
510.} Post Roupenian AE Pogh 173 
512.} Post Roupenian AE Pogh 174 
513.} Post Roupenian AE Pogh 174 


.| Kiurke II 
.| Abagha Khan 


AE Byzantine style 
AE Trilingual 
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No p. 


Plate 42 (Counterfeits) 


1.| Tigranes II AV Tetradrachm/Tyche | 178 
2.) Tigranes II AV Tetradrachm/Tyche | 179 
3.| Tigranes II AV Damascus Tyche 180 
4.| Tigranes II AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 181 
5.| Tigranes II AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 181 
6.| Tigranes II AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 181 
7.| Tigranes II AR Tetradrachm/Tyche | 182 
8.| Levon I AV Tahekan w/2 lions 


Plate 43 (Counterfeits) 


9a.| Levon I AR Tram 183 
9b. | Levon I AR Tram 188 
9c. | Levon I AR Tram 183 
10. | Levon I AR Tram 184 
11. | Levon I AR Tram 184 
12. | Levon I AR Tram 184 
13a.| Levon I AE Tank 185 
13b. | Levon I AE Tank 185 


.| Levon I AE Tank 


Plate 44 (Counterfeits) 


14.} Levon I AE Tank 185 
15. | Levon I AE Tank 186 
16. | Levon I AE Tank 186 
17. | Hetoum-Kaikhusrew AR Bilingual tram 186 
18. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Tram 187 
19. | Hetoum-Zabel AR Tram 188 
20. | Hetoum I AE Tank 188 


.| Hetoum I AV Cast with tank die 


22. | Levon II AR Tram 189 
23. | Hetoum I AE Tank 189 
24.| Hetoum I AE Tank 190 

1.| Lucius Verus AV Aureus/Verus-Sohemus | 194 


AV Aureus/Victory 
AR Tetradrachm/Tyche 


.| Lucius Verus 
.| Tigranes the Great 


Key to Plates 


No p. 


Plate 45 (Counterfeits, Grading, cont.) 
4a.| Artavasdes II 
4b. | Artavasdes II 


Plate 46 (Grading) 


.| Tigranes the Great 


.| Levon I 


Tigranes IV 
Arsames II 
Tigranes I 
Tigranes the Great 
Artavasdes II 
Tigranes the Great 
Tigranes / Antiochus 
Tigranes V / Erato 
Tigranes I 
Tigranes the Great 
Tigranes the Great 


ae) 
—_— 
is) 
a 
@ 
ANS 
<l 
-_o 
Q 
5 
~ 
Qu 
=z 
5 
a 
— 


.| Levon I 


Levon I 
Levon I 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 


.| Gosdantin I 
.| Hetoum II 
.| Levon I 


Levon I 


Hetoum-Kaiqobad 


.| Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
.| Baron Levon II 
.| Hetoum I 


Levon II 


.| Levon the Usurper 


Levon II 
Levon IV 
Gosdantin IV 


.| Oshin 
.| Levon V 


AR 4drachm/quadriga 
AR 4drachm/quadriga 


AE Victory 

AE Eagle 

AE Victory 

AE Tyche 

AR Drachm/quadriga 
AR Drachm/Tyche 

AE Lion of Commagene 
AE Erato 

AE Nike with wreath 
AE Palm-branch 

AE Victory 

AE Nike 


AR Double tram 

AR Tram 

AR Cor. tram w/2 lions 
AR Bilingual tram 

AR Tram 

AR Billon 

AR Cor tram w/one lion 
AR Double tram 

AE Tank 


AR Bilingual tram 

AR Bilingual half tram 
AE Knight/cross 

AE Equestrian kardez 
AR New tram 
AR Takvorin 
AE Kardez 
AE Pogh 

AR Takvorin 
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195 
195 


195 
196 
196 
196 
196 
197 
197 
197 
198 
198 
198 
198 


RES E EROS 


246 


INDEX 


Unless otherwise specified, the references in this index refer to the page num- 


bers. 


Abagha Khan (1048-1100), 175, 243 
AE trilingual coin, 175 
coin rarity, 216 
Abdissares (ca. 210 B.C.), 33, 51, 52, 230 
AE eagle standing r., 52 
coin rarity, 207 
Abgarians, Mesrop, 9, 10, 20 
Abirad, Catholicos Gregory, 108 
Ake-Ptolemais, 16, 20 
Album, Stephen, 10, 32, 203 
Alexander the Great (336-323 B.C.), 47, 
54 
Alexander (34-31 B.C.), 75, 77 
Alexandria, Egypt, 75, 171 
Alexius III of Byzantium, 108 
Alishan, Ghewond, 10, 13, 26, 28 
Alishan, Serovbe, 13, 26, 27 
Amandry, Michel, 12, 21, 47 
Amanus Mountains, 105 
Amaury, king of Jerusalem, 106 
American Numismatic Society, 20, 28 
Anaitis, 52, 53 
Anazarbus, 104, 150 
anchor, 73, 94, 99, 100 
Anemurium, 94, 95, 97 
Ani, 103 
Antakya, Turkey, 183 
Antioch, 23, 57-62, 66, 104, 105, 108, 123, 
180, 181 
Antiochis, sister of Antiochus III, 50 
Antiochus I-Theos (69-34 B.C.), 37, 49, 
52, 74, 91, 92, 100, 197, 235, 245 
AE lion of Commagene (Obv.: bust of 
Tigranes II), 91, 92 
AE eagle standing on branch (Obv.: 
bust of Tigranes II), 92 
coin rarity, 211 
Antiochus II of Commagene, 92 
Antiochus III of Commagene, 92 
Antiochus III (223-187 B.C.), Seleucid, 
50, 54 


Antiochus IV Epiphanes (A.D. 38-72), 
37, 38, 92-97, 99, 235 
AE scorpion, 92, 93 
AE Capricorn, 93, 94 
AE two cornucopias, 94 
AE Artemis, 94 
AE Apollo, 94 
AE Hero, 95 
AE Tyche, 95 
coin rarity, 211 
Antiochus IV and Iotape (A.D. 38-72), 
88, 95, 96 
AE Antiochus/Queen Iotape, 95 
AE Antiochus/Queen Iotape seated on 
throne to 1., 95 
coin rarity, 211 
Antiochus the Great, see Antiochus III, 
Seleucid, 54 
Antiochus Hierax (246-227 B.C.), 49 
Antonian, Simon, 16, 27 
Antonius, Marcus, 75, 91, 92 
Apameia, 52, 63 
Apollo, 95, 97 
Antiochus XII, 66 
Aradus, 63, 66 
Archelaus, 87 
Archimedes, 177 
Argaeus, Mt., 74 
Ariobarzanes, 86 
Armavir, 55 
Armenia, Socialist Soviet Republic of, 
8 
Armenian alphabet, invention of, 102 
Armenian coins overstruck in Arabic, 
145, 146, 153, 157, 159, 160, 165, 167 
Armenian Numismatic Society, 8, 9, 
30, 178 
Armenian Republic, 8 
Armenian Soviet Encyclopaedia, 14, 47 
Armenian State History Museum, 
Erevan, 9, 20 


Index 


Arsaces (after 70 B.C.), 53 
Arsacids of Armenia, 8, 102 
Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C.), 18, 20, 33, 48, 
49, 230 
AE horseman advancing r., 48 
AE winged thunderbolt, 49 
coin rarity, 206 
Arsames II (ca. 230 B.C.), 33, 48-50, 196, 
230, 245 
AE horseman advancing r., 50 
AE nude figure standing, 50 
AE eagle standing r., 50 
AE caps of Dioscuri, 50 
coin rarity, 207 
Arsameia, 48 
Arsamosata, 48, 50 
Artabanus, 84 
Artanes (ca. 70 B.C.), 53 
Artavasdes I (160-123 B.C.), 55 
Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), 10, 13, 24, 27- 
29, 35, 36, 74-77, 85, 91, 195, 196, 233 
AR tetradrachm, quadriga to l., 75 
AR drachm, quadriga to 1., 75, 76 
AE king’s figure standing 1., letter 
A in l. field, 76 
AE king’s figure standing 1., 76 
AE Nike advancing 1., 76, 77 
AE cypress tree, 77 
coin rarity, 209 
Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.), 13, 19, 37, 85, 
234 
AE king’s figure standing 1., 85 
AE eagle on mountain, 85 
coin rarity, 210 
Artavasdes IV (A.D. 4-6), 17, 21, 86, 87, 
234, 235 
AR denarius, head of Augustus to r. 
laureate, 87 
AE head of Augustus to 1., 86, 87 
coin rarity, 210 
Artaxata, 55, 58, 60, 62, 75 
Artaxiad coins, 54-88 
Artaxiad dynasty, 8, 10, 11, 13, 20, 21, 
26, 29, 88, 176, 177, 193 
Artaxias I (189-160 B.C.), 52, 54, 55 
Artaxias II (30-20 B.C.), 36, 75, 77, 78, 
233 
AE Nike standing r., 77 
coin rarity, 209 
Artaxias III (A.D. 18-34), 88, 235 
AR denarius, Germanicus crowning 
Artaxias (Obv.: Germanicus), 88 
coin rarity, 210 
al-Ashraf al-Din Khalil (689-693 A.H./ 
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A.D. 1290-1293), 146, 160 

Artaxias IV (A.D. 423-428), 102 

Ashot Bagratid (885-890), 102 

Artemis, 94, 97 

Asia Minor, 8, 22, 49, 52, 57, 66, 104, 
123, 124 

Astarte-Europa, 66 

Atamian, Ani, 10, 108 

Athena, 51, 89, 90, 99 

Atropatene, 75 

Augustus, Octavian., 29, 37, 85-87, 91, 92 

Aurelius, Marcus, 89 

aurii, 194 

Avarair, battle of, 102 

Ayas, 13, 16, 18, 20, 122, 134, 139, 140, 
155, 163 


Babelon, Earnest, 10, 28 

Baghdad, 123 

Bagratids of Armenia, 8, 102 

Baldwin of Neghr, 163 

Balog, Paul, 10, 146 

Bank Leu AG Ziirich, 10, 32, 195 

baronial coins of Cilician Armenia, 
104-108 

Bartholomaie, J. de, 10, 28 

Bashura, Iskantar, 180 

Basmadjian, K. J., 10, 47, 165 

Baybars, 124, 137 

Becker the Counterfeiter, 14, 179, 181 

Bedoukian, Paul Z., 9-12, 19-21, 23, 24, 
27, 29, 47, 48, 90, 104, 146, 177-179, 181, 
183, 185, 198, 199 

Bibliothéque Nationale, 20, 49 

biga, 78 

bilingual coins, 124-128 

billons, 115, 143, 144, 171, 172 

Bithynia, 47 

Black Sea, 103 

Bohemond, count of Tripoli, 108, 123 

border stones in Armenia, 55 

Bourgey, Emile, 12, 30-32 

British Museum, 20, 28, 29 

brockage coins, 122, 135, 145, 154 

Brosset, M., 12, 28 

bull, 63, 66 

Burnett, Andrew, 12, 21, 47 

Button, E., 12, 29 

Byzantine Empire, 103-106, 143 


caduceus, winged, 90 
Caesarea, 103 

Cairo, 171 

Caley, Earle R., 12, 177 
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Caligula, 92 
Callinicus (also see Epiphanes), 97-99 
Calycadnus River, 107 
Canidius, 75 
Cappadocia, 57 
Capricorn, 93, 94, 98, 100 
Carrhae, 74 
castle, 105-107, 149 
Celenderis, 94 
Celestines Monastery, 171 
Charaspes (before ca. 230 B.C.), 49, 51, 
230 
AE eagle standing (jugate heads of 
Dioscuri), 49 
coin rarity, 206 
Charian, Abraham, 13, 183 
Christianity, conversion to, 102 
Cietis, 93 
Cilician Armenian coins, 102-174 
Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., 9, 
12, 30-32, 74 
Classical Numismatic Review, 12, 32 
Claudius, 92 
Clement III, Pope, 107 
club, 73, 83, 91 
club and double-axe, 84 
Combe, Taylor, 12, 28 
Commagene, kingdom of, 11, 20, 39, 46- 
48, 89-101, 194 
Commagene, state coinage of (ca. A.D. 
72), 39, 99, 100, 236 
AE two clasped hands/anchor, 99, 100 
AE Capricorn/scorpion, 100 
AE Capricorn/Armenian tiara, 100 
coin rarity, 212 
Commagene, city coinage of, (ca. 31 
B.C - A.D. 38), Samosata, 39, 100, 101, 
236 
AE Zeus/lion, 100 
AE lion/Tyche, 100, 101 
AE eagle Tyche, 101 
AE eagle/Zeus, 101 
coin rarity, 212 
Commagene unknown ruler, 39, 101, 
236 
AE Armenian tiara (Obv.: horse to 
r.), 101 
coin rarity, 212 
Commodus, 89 
Conrad of Mainz, 108 
Constantinople, 26, 105, 137, 143, 148 
copper-surfaced coins, 153 
cornucopia, 48, 64, 69, 70, 94, 98 
coronation coins, 109-112, 146, 147, 155 
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Corycus (see also Gorigos), 96, 97 
countermarked coins, 63, 66-68 
Crassus, 74 

Credit Suisse, 12, 30, 32, 202 
cross, 103-175 

Crusade, First, 104 

Crusade, Third, 107 

Crusaders, 104-107 

cypress tree, 71, 72, 77 

Cyprus, 105, 143, 163, 170, 172, 173 
Cyzistra, 103 


Damascus, 58, 64, 69, 180 

Demirjian, Torkom, 13, 30, 32 

denarii, 88 

Dioscuri, caps of, 49, 50 

Dioscuri, heads of, 49 

Djemdjemian, Sahak, 9, 13, 26 

Donabedian, Asbed H. M., 9, 13, 16, 19, 
21, 31, 32, 48, 74 

double trams, 112-114 

drachms, 60, 61, 75, 78 


eagle, 49-52, 79, 83, 85, 90, 92, 101 

ear of corn, 71 

Edessa, 105 

Egger Brothers, 27, 29 

Egypt, 75 

elephant, 61, 63, 73, 80, 84 

elephant’s head, 84 

Epiphanes and Callinicus (A.D. 72), 39, 
97-99, 235, 236 
AE Epiphanes/Callinicus, 97, 98 
AE Capricorn (Obv.: Epiphanes and 

Callinicus on horseback), 98 
AE Armenian tiara (Obv.: two 
crossed cornucopias), 98, 99 

coin rarity, 212 

equestrian coins, 48, 50, 98, 124-128, 135, 
137-141, 148-153, 156-168, 173, 174 

Erastenes, 47 

Erato, 37, 85-87, 197 

Erevan, 179 

Ervantashat, 55 

Etchmiadzin Monastery Museum, 19, 
179 

Euphrates River, 74 


Fonrobert, Jules, 13, 28 
Fortune, 86 

Foss, Clive, 13, 74 
forgeries, 178-189 

fourrée tetradrachm, 61 
Frederick Barbarossa, 107 
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Gagik II Bagratid (1042-1045), 103 
Gaius Caesar, 86 
Garabetian, Berj M., 13, 20, 48 
Gardner, Percy, 13, 28, 195 
Gaugamela, battle of, 47 
Georgia, 123 
Germanicus, 88 
Gevorkian, Grigor, 179 
Gewenian, W., 9, 21 
Ghazan Khan (1295-1304), 150 
Glaphyra, 87 
gold coins, 109, 124, 137, 149, 194 
Gorigos (see also Corycus), 163, 170 
Gosdantin I (1095-1100), baron of Cili- 
cian Armenia, 104 
Gosdantin I (1298-1299), 22, 42, 143, 148- 
150, 199, 201, 241 
AV tahekan, 149 
AR trams, 149 
AE kardezzes, 149, 150 
coin rarity, 215 
Gosdantin III (1344-1363), 18, 21, 43, 44, 
163-165, 170, 242, 243 
AR takvorins, 163-165 
AR takvorins overstruck in Arabic, 
165 
AE poghs, 165 
coin rarity, 216 
Gosdantin IV (1365-1373), 28, 44, 165, 
168-170, 199, 204, 243, 245 
AR takvorins, 168, 169 
AE poghs, 171, 170 
coin rarity, 216 
Gosdantin Baille, 123 
Gosdantin Constable, 155 
Gozon, Dieudonné de, 163 
Guevrekian, J., 9, 13, 20, 48, 186 
Guy (1342-1344), 28, 43, 162, 170, 242 
AR takvorins, 162 
AE pogh, 162 
coin rarity, 216 


Hadrian, 89 

Hajinian, Charles, 9, 20 

half double trams, 114 

half trams, 114, 115, 125, 128, 131, 132, 
140, 141, 148, 152, 155, 156, 159 

half prancing horse, 86 

hands, clasped, 99 

Hannibal, 55 

Harthan, 104 

head of wheat, 71 

hemidrachm, 78 

Henry VI of Germany, 107, 108 
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Heracles, 65, 66, 82, 83 
Hero, 95 
Herod the Great, 87 
Hetoum I (1226-1270), 12, 15, 21, 27-29, 
40, 41, 123-136, 177, 186-190, 199, 201, 
202, 203, 238, 239, 244, 245 
AV tahekan, Levon and Hetoum, 124 
AR trams, bilingual, Hetoum- 
Kaigobad, 124, 125 
AR 1/2 tram, bilingual, Hetoum- 
Kaiqobad, 125 
AR trams, bilingual, 
Kaikhusrew, 126-128 
AR 1/2 trams, bilingual, Hetoum- 
Kaikhusrew, 128 
AR trams, Hetoum-Zabel regular is- 
sue, 128-132 
AR 1/2 trams, 131, 132 
AR 1/2 tram without legend, 132 
AE tanks, 133, 134 
AE kardezzes, equestrian, 135 
AE kardezzes, common, 135, 136 
coin rarity, 214 
forgeries, 214 
Hetoum II (1289-1293, 1295-1296, 1299- 
1305), 18, 21, 27, 28, 42, 143-146, 148, 
150, 202, 240, 241, 245 
AR billons, 143, 144 
AE kardezzes with crowned head, 
144 
AE kardezzes with king seated, 144- 
146 
AE kardez overstruck in Arabic, 145, 
146 
coin rarity, 215 
Hetoum, Lord of Neghr, 168 
Hill, G. F., 14, 176, 193, 199 
Hirsch, Gerhard, 9, 14, 30-32, 74, 195- 
197, 202 
History of the Armenian People, 13, 47 
hoards, 11, 12, 16, 20, 21 
Holy Bible, translation of, 102 
Homs, 150 
horse, 61, 73, 74, 80, 81, 101 
Houlagu Khan (1256-1265), 123 


Hetoum- 


Iconium, 104, 105, 123, 155 
Totape (A.D. 38-72), 38, 92, 95-97, 235 
AE scorpion, 96, 97 
AE Artemis, 97 
AE figure, 97 
AE Apollo, 97 
coin rarity, 211 
Iskenian, Hagop, 180 
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Jamgochian, N. V., 9, 14, 17, 21, 32 
Jerusalem, 106, 107 

Jesus Christ, 175 

Jihoun River, 105 

Joscelin II, 105 

Joseph, Edward, 9, 20 


Kaikhusrew II (1237-1246), 15, 29, 40, 41, 
126-128, 186, 201, 203, 238, 244, 245 

Kaiqobad I (1219-1237), 40, 123-125, 202, 
203, 238, 245 

Kalemkiarian, Krikoris, 15, 29 

Kapamadjian, Nadia, 16, 31, 32 

Kapanadze, D. G., 15, 178 

Karaman, 163 

Karakorum, 123 

Karapetian, M. E., 15, 48 

Kardezzes, 135, 136, 141, 142, 144-146, 
149, 150, 153, 154 

Keledjian, Zaven, 180 

Keran, Queen, 137 

Khorenats‘i, Moses, 55 

Kibbey, Mead B., 15, 205 

Kilij Arslan II (1156-1192), 105 

Kinns, Philip, 15, 182 

Kiurke II Curopalatus (1048-1100), 8, 44, 
175, 243 
AE Byzantine style, 175 
coin rarity, 216 

Klawans, Z. H., 15, 193 

knight, 107, 108 

Kouymjian, Dickran, 15, 109 

Kovacs, Frank L., 9, 15, 32 

Krengel, E, 20 

Kunz, Carlo, 15, 27 


Lacanatis, 93, 96, 98 

Ladd, Raymond, 15, 205 

Lambros of Athens, 27 

Langlois, Victor, 15, 27, 28 

Lebanon, 179 

Lee, Stephen, 9 

leonine head, 119-122 

Levante, Edoardo, 15 

Levon I (1123-1138), baron of Cilician 
Armenia, 105 

Levon I (1198-1219), 10, 11, 13, 15, 20, 22, 
23, 26-29, 39, 40, 108-123, 177, 183-186, 
199-202, 236-238, 244, 245 
AV tahekan with single lion, 109 
AV tahekan with two lions, 109 
AV 1/2 tahekan with two lions, 109 
AR coronation trams with single 

lion, 109, 110 
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AR coronation trams with two lions, 
110-112 
AR double trams, 112-114 
AR 1/2 double trams, 114 
AR 1/4 double tram, 114 
AR 1/2 trams, regular issue with two 
lions, 114, 115 
AR billon with Armenian inscrip- 
tion, 115 
AR billon with Latin inscription, 115 
AR trams, regular issues with two 
lions, 115-119 
AE tanks, 119-122 
coin rarity, 213, 214 
forgeries, 183-186 
Levon-Hetoum gold coin, 124, 137, 238 
Levon II (1187-1198), baron of Cilician 
Armenia, 23, 39, 106-108, 203, 236, 245 
AE copper, 107 
coin rarity, 213 
Levon II (1270-1289), 16, 18, 19, 27, 41, 
42, 124, 136-143, 189, 203, 204, 239, 240, 
244, 245 
AV tahekan, 137 
AV tahekan, Levon and Hetoum, 137 
AR trams, Hetoum-Zabel design, 
137, 138 
AR new trams, 138-140 
AR 1/2 new tram with complete 
legend, 140 
AR 1/2 new trams struck with tram 
die, 140, 141 
AE tanks, 141 
AE kardezzes, 141, 142 
coin rarity, 214, 215 
forgeries, 189 
Levon III (1301-1308), 13, 16, 18, 20, 21, 
27, 43, 150-154, 241 
AR takvorins, 150-153 
AR 1/2 tram, 152 
AR takvorins overstruck in Arabic, 
153 
AE takvorins, copper-surfaced, 153 
AE kardezzes, 153, 154 
coin rarity, 215 
Levon IV (1320-1342), 11, 17, 18, 21, 28, 
43, 158-162, 177, 204, 242, 245 
AR takvorins, 158-160 
AR 1/2 tram, 159 
AR takvorins overstruck in Arabic, 
159, 160 
AE large poghs, 160 
AE poghs, 160, 161 
coin rarity, 215 
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Levon the Usurper (1363-1365), 44, 165- 
168, 204, 243, 245 
AR takvorins, 165-167 
AR takvorins overstruck in Arabic, 

167 

AE pogh, 167, 168 
coin rarity, 216 

Levon V (1374-1375), 18, 21, 44, 170-173, 
199, 205, 248, 245 
AR billons, 171, 172 
AE poghs, 172, 173 
coin rarity, 216 

lion, 92, 100, 101, 109-119, 124, 128-133, 
137-142, 147, 148, 158-160, 162-170, 172- 
174 

lion’s head, 81 

Lowick, N. M., 15, 186 

Lori, 175 

Lucullus, 57 

Lycaonia, 92, 93, 96, 98-100 


Magnesia, battle of, 52, 54 
Malik Shah (1107-1116), 104 
Malter, Joel L., 15, 32 ‘ 
Mamluks of Egypt, 124, 136, 148, 150, 
158, 163 
Manandian, Hakob, 15, 47, 78 
Mangou Khan, 123 
Manian, Gregory, 16, 27 
Manuel, Byzantine emperor, 106 
Marathus, 64 
Markar, Petros, 26 
Massoud, 105 
Mediterranean Sea, 105 
Mekhitarist Museum in St. Lazzaro, 
Venice, 9, 21, 26, 183, 185 
Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna, 21, 26, 
181, 183, 185 
Melitene, 104 
Mesopotamia, 54, 57 
metal composition, 12 
Metcalf, D. M., 48 
Michael IX, 143 
Miller, Michael F., 16, 205 
Mithridates I Callinicus (96-70 B.C.), 
87, 89-91, 235 
AE Athena wearing helmet and 
standing, 89, 90 
AE Pegasus, 90 
AE palm-branch (Obv.: eagle turned 
r.), 90 
AE winged caduceus (Obv.: eagle 
turned r.), 90 
AE circular inscription, 90 
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AE club, 91 
coin rarity, 211 

Mithridates of Armenia (163-130 B.C.), 
90 

Mithridates II, 92 

Mithridates III, 92 

Mithridates VI Eupator, 27, 57 

Mleh (1168-1175), 106 

Morgan, Jacques de, 16, 47 

Morphilig (ca. 190 B.C.), 53, 230 
AE deity standing, 53 
coin rarity, 207 

Mousheghian, Kh. A., 16 

Miinzen und Medaillen AG, 9, 16, 30, 
32, 200, 201 


Nasir al-Din Muhammad (1294-1295, 
1299-1309, 1309-1340), 153, 155, 157, 
159, 160, 163, 165, 167 

Nemrud Dagh, 49, 52, 91 

Nercessian, Terenik, 9 

Nercessian, Y. T., 16, 19-21, 28, 30-32, 
48, 180, 187, 197, 200, 201, 204 

New Julfa, Iran, 181 

Newell, Edward T., 16, 17, 20 

Nike, 56, 67-69, 76-79 

Numismatic Fine Arts International, 
Inc., 9, 17, 24, 32, 194, 196 


Orodes, 75 
Orontes II, King, 47 
Orontas (362-345 B.C.), Satrap of 
Armenia, 8 
Orontids of Armenia, 8, 14, 21, 47, 91 
Oshin (1308-1320), 8, 11, 13, 18, 20, 21,28, 
43, 143, 150, 155-158, 205, 241, 242, 245 
AR coronation trams, 155 
AR 1/2 tram, 155, 156 
AR takvorins, 156, 157 
AR takvorins overstruck in Arabic, 
157 
AE poghs, 157, 158 
coin rarity, 215 
Oshin Baille, 155, 163 
overstruck coins, 63, 64, 66, 70, 145, 146, 
158, 157, 159, 160, 165, 167 


Pacorus, 75 

Palestine, 57 

palm-branch, 56, 61, 72, 84, 90 
Paris, 171 

Parthia, 55, 57, 74, 75, 77, 85, 92 
Partzrpert, 103 

Pegasus, 90 
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Pera, 26, 137 

Peter I, 163 

Peus, Busso, 17, 32 

Philopappos (A.D. 72), 99 
AE head of Athena, 99 
coin rarity, 212 

Phoenicia, 57 

Pius, Antoninus, 89 

Plutarch, 55, 57 

poghs, 148, 157, 158, 160-162, 167, 168, 
170, 172, 173 

Poitiers, Raymond de, 105 

Poland, 103 

Pompey, 57, 74, 91, 100 

Pontus, 57 

Poseidon, 63 

Post-Roupenian coins, 44, 173, 174, 243 
AR pseudo-Armenian coins, 173 
AE pseudo-Armenian coins, 174 
coin rarity, 216 

Pozzi, S., 17, 29 

Prowe, Théodore, 17, 29 

Ptolomaeus (ca. 163 B.C.), 89 


quadriga, 61, 75, 76 
quarter double trams, 114 


Raymond Roupen, 108, 109 
Regency for Zabel (1219-1222), 123 
Rhodes, 163 
Ripollés, Pere Pau, 12, 21, 47 
Rollin et Feuardent, 17, 27, 28 
Rome, 52, 54, 57, 74, 75, 77, 82, 85, 89, 92 
Roupen I (1080-1095), 11, 39, 103, 104, 236 
AE copper, 103 
coin rarity, 212 
Roupen II (1175-1187), 106, 107, 236 
AE coppers, 106, 107 
coin rarity, 213 
Roupenian dynasty, 8, 10, 26, 27, 29, 40- 
44, 46, 103, 176, 184, 199-205 
Roupenian gold coins, 109, 124, 137, 149 


St. Denis, basilica of, 171 

St. Sofia, cathedral of, 108 

Saladin (1169-1193), 107 

Sames (ca. 260 B.C.), 33, 47-49, 230 
AE Thyrsos of Dionysos between two 

cornucopias, 48 

coin rarity, 206 

Samosata (see also Commagene city 
coinage), 47, 91, 100, 101 

Samuelian, Vahe, 21, 197 

Sarkissian, Henry V., 9, 17, 20, 179 
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Sarvantikar, 105 

Saryan, L. A., 9, 17, 18, 20, 21, 31, 48 

Sava the antiquarian, 26 

Schulten, 18, 32 

scorpion, 92, 93, 96, 97, 100 

Sebaste, 95, 96 

Sekoulian, Au., 9, 18, 20, 21, 48, 124 

Seleucus (321-280 B.C.), founder of the 
Seleucid dynasty, 54 

Seleucus II Callinicus (246-226 B.C.), 
Seleucid, 49 

Selinus, 97, 99 

Sevan, Lake, 55 

Sevrugian, Emanuel, 9, 18, 20 

Sibilian, Clement, 11, 13, 16, 18, 26-29, 
124, 183, 185 

Sis, 22, 119-123, 126-128, 139-145, 148-171 

Sissouan, 10, 18, 26, 28 

Smpad (1296-1298), 10, 12, 28, 42, 143, 
146-148, 241 
AR coronation trams, 146, 147 
AR trams, 147 
AR 1/2 tram, 148 
AE poghs, 148 
coin rarity, 215 

Smpad Constable, 123, 137 

Sohemus, 194 

Sophene, kingdom of, 8, 11, 20, 46-53, 
57, 89, 193 

Sotheby’s, 18, 24, 32, 195 

Spanhem, Ezechiel, 18, 26 

specific gravity measurements, 12, 177 

Spink & Son, Ltd., 9, 18, 30-32 

Spink Numismatic Circular, 18, 32, 74 

sphinxes, 52 

Stephen, Baron, 105, 106 

Sternberg, Frank, 19, 32 

Sybil, wife of Levon I, 109 

Syria, 54, 57, 92, 124, 150, 159 


takvorins, 150-153, 156-160, 162-169, 173 
tanks, 119-122, 133-134, 141 
Tarsus, 105, 108, 155, 163-165 
Taurus Mountains, 91, 103 
tetradrachms, 58-60, 61, 75 
tiara, Armenian, 17, 20, 23, 48-55, 58-60, 
68, 69, 75, 82, 89, 91, 98-101 
thunderbolt, 49, 50, 54, 80 
Thyrsos of Dionysos, 48 
Tiberius, 92 
Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.), 16, 21, 33, 55- 
57, 196, 198, 230, 245 
AE standing figure to r., 55, 56 
AE Zeus Nicephorus seated 1., 56 
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AE Nike standing and holding 
wreath, 56 

AE Victory wings up, holding palm- 
branch, 56 

AE tree or branch, 56, 57 

coin rarity, 208 

Tigranes II the Great (95-56 B.C.), 8, 11, 

13, 16-23, 28, 29, 33-35, 53, 55, 57-74, 89, 

91, 178-182, 194-198, 230-233, 244, 245 

AR tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., 
“King of Kings” inscription, 58 

AR tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., 
“King” inscription, comet, 58 

AR tetradrachm, Tyche seated l., 
Damascus mint, 58 

AR tetradrachms, Tyche seated r., 
“King” inscription, 59, 60 

AR tetradrachm with six-pointed 
star, 60 

AR tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., 
“King” inscription, fourrée, 60 

AR drachm, Tyche seated r., “King” 
inscription, comet type, 60 

AR drachm, Tyche seated r., “King 
of Kings” inscription, 60 

AR drachm, elephant to r., 61 

AR drachm, Tyche seated r., without 
river god Orontes, 61 

AR drachm, horse to l., 61 

AE quadriga, 61 

AE tetradrachm, Tyche seated r., 61 

AE Tyche seated r., “King” in- 
scription, 61 

AE Tyche seated r., “King of Kings” 
inscription, field marks, 62 

AE Tyche seated r., “King of Kings” 
inscription, no field marks, 62 

AE Tyche seated r., various field 
marks, countermarked, 63 

AE Tyche overstruck on Phoenician 
and Seleucid coppers, 64 

AE Tyche seated 1. (Damascus) 
various field marks, 65 

AE Heracles standing, various field 
marks, 65 

AE Heracles standing, no field 
marks, 66 

AE Heracles, countermarked, 66 

AE Heracles standing overstruck on 
Phoenician and Seleucid copper 
coins, 66, 67 

AE warrior, 67 

AE Nike advancing 1., “King” in- 
scription, field marks, 67 
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AE Nike advancing 1., “King” in- 
scription, no field marks, 67, 68 
AE Nike advancing 1., “King” in- 
scription, A on obverse, 68 

AE Nike advancing 1., “King” in- 
scription, A on obverse, 4-peak 
tiara, 68, 69 

AE Nike advancing 1., “King” in- 
scription, A on obverse, 3-peak 
tiara, 69 

AE Nike to 1. (Damascus mint), 
“King” inscription, 69 

AE Nike, countermarked, 67, 68 

AE Victory standing with arms 
raised up, 69 

AE cornucopia to r., field marks, 69 

AE cornucopia to 1., field marks, 70 

AE cornucopia overstruck on Phoe- 
nician copper coin, 70 

AE head of wheat, field marks, 71 

AE ear of corn, 71 

AE cypress tree, 71 

AE palm-branch with flower, 72 

AE palm-branch, field marks, 72 

AE tripod (fire altar ?), 72 

AE anchor, 73 

AE club, 73 

AE elephant to r., field marks, 73 

AE elephant to 1., 73 

AE horse to 1., 73 

AE horse to r., 74 

AE Mt. Argaeus, field marks, 74 

coin rarity, 208-209 

forgeries, 178-182 

Tigranes-Antiochus, see Antiochus I 
Theos 


Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.), 12, 13, 21, 36, 


78-82, 85, 233, 234 

AR drachm, bearded figure standing 
1., 78 

AR hemidrachm, Nike advancing to 
1., 78 

AE king driving biga to 1., 78 

AE warrior standing r., 78, 79 

AE Nike advancing to l. arms down, 
79 

AE Nike advancing to r., hands 
upraised, 79 

AE eagle standing 1., 79 

AE thunderbolt bound with fillet, 80 

AE elephant to 1. with trunk down, 80 

AE horse to 1. with foreleg raised, 80 

AE horse to r. with foreleg raised, 81 

AE half-horse prancing 1., 81 
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AE lion’s head to 1., 81 
coin rarity, 209 
Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.), 13, 21, 27, 36, 37, 
82-84, 195, 234, 245 
AE Zeus seated to 1., 82 
AE Heracles standing, 82, 83 
AE Victory standing r., 83 
AE winged Victory to r. with uplifted 
arms, 83 
AE eagle standing r. and facing 
serpent, 83 
AE eagle standing 1. and facing 
serpent, 83 
AE tree or club, 83, 84 
AE tree or branch, 84 
AE palm-branch, 84 
AE club and double-axe, 84 
AE elephant walking r. with trunk 
up, 84 
AE elephant walking 1. with trunk 
up, 84 
AE elephant’s head to 1. with trunk 
up, 84 
coin rarity, 210 
Tigranes IV and Erato, Jugate (2 B.C.- 
A.D. 1), 18, 21, 37, 85, 86, 234 
AE Fortune seated to 1. on throne, 86 
AE front half of prancing horse to r., 
8 
coin rarity, 210 
Tigranes V and Erato (A.D. 6), 29, 87, 
88, 197, 235, 245 
AE bust of Queen Erato, “King of 
Kings” inscription, 87 
AE bust of Queen Erato, “Great, 
New” inscription, 87 
AE head of Augustus, 87 
coin rarity, 210 
Tigranocerta, 57, 58 
Tiribazus (386-380 B.C.), Satrap of 
Armenia, 8 
Tiridates, Armenian Arsacid (A.D. 53- 
75), 102 
Toros I (1100-1123), 15, 39, 104, 105, 236 
AE copper, 104 
coin rarity, 213 
Toros II (1145-1168), 39 105, 106, 236 
AE copper, 106 
coin rarity, 213 
Toros (1293-1295), 143, 146, 150 
Toros, Haji, 19, 182 
Toumanoff, Cyril, 19, 47, 49, 52 
trams, 109-119, 124-131, 137-140, 147, 149, 
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Transcaucasia, 123 

Treasures of Etchmiadzin, 19, 179 
tree, 56, 57, 71, 72, 77, 83, 84 

Treer of Trieste, 27 

tripod, 72 

Tristan de Saint-Aman, Jean, 19, 26 
Troubetzkoy, Al., 19, 27 

Tyche, 58-65, 70, 95, 100, 101, 180 
Tyre, 70 


University of California, Los Angeles, 
2 
Urartu, kingdom of, 47 


Vahagn, see Heracles 

Verus, Lucius (A.D. 161-169), 89, 194, 
244 
AV aureus, 194 

Victory (also see Nike), 51, 56, 69, 83 

Vienna, 26 

Virgin Mary, 109-112, 201 

Vologases I (A.D. 51-78), 102 

Vonones (A.D. 8-16), 88 


Wacks, Mel, 19, 205 

Waddell, Edward J., 19, 205 

warrior, 67, 78, 79 

Welzl von Wellenheim, Leopold, 19, 27 
Weyl, Adolph, 28 

Wroth, Warwick, 19, 90 


Xerxes (ca. 220 B.C.), 50, 51, 52, 230 
AE Victory standing 1., 51 
AE Athena seated, 51 
AE Athena standing, 51 
coin rarity, 207 


Zabel, Princess, 109, 123 

Zabel and Philip (1222-1225), 123 

Zariadres (?-189 B.C.), king of the Ar- 
taxiad dynasty of Armenia, 54, 55, 
230 
AE forgery, thunderbolt between two 

lines, 54 

Zariadres (ca. 190 B.C.), king of the 
Armenian kingdom of Sophene, 52, 
53, 54, 230 
AE deity standing, 52 
coin rarity, 207 

Zeno, see Artaxias III 

Zeus, 56, 63, 66, 82, 100, 101 

Ziales, 47 

Zimisces, John (969-976), Byzantine 
emperor, 175 
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Plate 2 Sophene, Artaxiad dynasty 
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Plate 10 Artaxiad dynasty 


Artaxiad dynasty 


Plate 11 


Plate 12 Artaxiad dynasty 


Artaxiad dynasty Plate 13 


Commagene 


Plate 14 


Loma 


195 


194 


193 


Commagene 


Commagene 


Plate 16 


Plate 17 


Commagene 


Cilician Armenia 


Plate 18 


247 


246 


24 


Plate 19 


Cilician Armenia 


Plate 20 


Cilician Armenia Plate 21 
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